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Retraction 
‘To all UW students and staff, 

In the last issue of mathNEWS (July 11, 2003), the article titled 
‘Lyrics for The U of P Theme Song’ on page 6 should not have 
been published. We, as many others did, found the article offen- 
sive and degrading, and would like to apologize to all UW stu- 
dents and staff. 

As a result of this error, we have revised mathNEWS’ editorial 
process to hopefully prevent a similar slip from happening again, 
and have already removed the article from the mathNEWS website. 
Once again, we offer our sincere apologies to all. 
Please email any questions or concerns to 

mathnews@student .math.uwaterloo.ca, or drop them in 
the BLACK BOX between the Comfy and C&D. You can also email 
Shirley Thomson, Executive Assistant to the Dean of Mathemat- 
ics at sj thomso@uwaterloo.ca. 

Chris “Krease” Harasemchuk — mathNEWS Editor 

Louis Mastorakos — mathNEWS Editor 

Jan MacKinnon — mathNEWS Production Manager 

Arts Girl Provides For Amazing 
Counterexample 

A famous mathematician who roamed the halls of the MC came 
up with the following mathematical conjecture: 
Conjecture: 
All arts students are leisurely students with no minds capa- 

ble for mathematics. 
The Ebony Mathematician has come up with a counterexample: 
Consider the set S = {arts students with a math minor with 

math marks above 90} 
Claim: S is non-empty. 
Proof: My roommate is in the set S. 
Now if all arts students are leisurely students with no minds 

capable for mathematics, then clearly, their marks in math courses 
would not be near 90. But there is an element in S, specifically 
my roommate, that contradicts this. 
Therefore the conjecture does not hold. 
So for all you sorry ass losers in math who think artsies aren’t 

smart while you pick your nose and stink like fish and need to 
play a sport and remove yourself from a computer for once and 
think arts girls can’t beat you at your own game, BOOYAH !!!! 

The Ebony Mathematician 

Conspiracy Theory of the 
Fortnight 

mathNEWS/csNEWS production night was referred to as 
“ImathNEWS/csNEWS joint production night” on posters. Yes, 
that is correct. It was called a joint production night. It is be- 
lieved that whoever designed the poster tried to get potheads to 
misunderstand what production night was about to cause the 
needed boost in production night attendance to produce two 
issues. They'd come for “joint production” and they’d (definitely) 
Stay for the free food. 

T also believe that revealing this mathNEWS/csNEWS con- 
spiracy will get me sacked. So don’t expect any more such theo- 
Nes to appear in any future issues of mathNEWS or csNEWS. 
It's been nice serving you. Goodbye. 
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New Courses Offered in the Math 
Faculty After the MATH/CS split 
Rumour has it that, as a result of the upcoming split between 

math and computer science, students in the new Faculty of Math- 
ematics will no longer have to take CS courses. Speculation 
abounds as to what classes will be offered to replace the manda- 
tory computer science courses that math students were previ- 
ously forced to take. Anonymous sources have released the fol- 
lowing course descriptions to mathNEWS: 
MATH 117 - INTRODUCTION TO THE MOUSE 
An introduction to the theory and application of the compu- 

ter mouse. Includes a survey of optical and trackball mouses, as 
well as one, two, and three button mouse theory. 

Introduction to the Mouse will supersede Calculus for Engi- 
neers, which formerly had the course code MATH 117, because 
the Faculty of Engineering has determined that engineers no longer 
need calculus to do their jobs. 

STAT 232 - ADVANCED TRUE AND FALSE 
Evaluation in Advanced True and False is based upon a true 

and false exam of 1000 questions. Students bring their own ran- 
dom number generators and generate their answers. Performance 
in this course is generally better than in STAT 231. 
MATH 106 - THE ETHICS OF MATHEMATICS 
Students learn that plagiarism is wrong, it is not good to cheat 

on assignments, and it is even worse to cheat on exams. Differ- 
ent techniques of exam cheating will be analyzed, including “look- 
ing over your neighbour's shoulder,” “smuggling in a cheat sheet,” 
and “meeting your smart friend in the washroom and getting 
him to solve the question for you.” The course will also cover 
the history of mathematical plagiarism, including an overview of 
mathematicians who achieved fame by stealing theorems from 
other people. 
PMATH 478 - ADVANCED MATHEMATICAL JARGON 
An overview of the language and symbols that render advanced 

mathematics unintelligible to the general public, as well as the 
application of this jargon to real-world situations. Topics include 
“making your friends think you are smart,” “dressing up shabby 
ideas with elaborate language,” and “boring conversation to make 
while on a date.” 

The Argyle Gnome and The Ebony Mathematician 

Secondhand Stogies 
Now Available in Two Flavours: Math and CS 

Software Engineers Get Nothing for Once 

It gives me great pleasure to announce that, to appease the 
ruthless editors of the *NEWS publications, I have split my 
“Secondhand Stogies” column into mathNEWS and csNEWS 
editions. 

Because I am such an interesting person, J have decided that I 
must divide my article in an interesting fashion. Starting with 
this article, I am adhering to the following formula: 

Let p,, P,, --- P,., be the n paragraphs of my article. The para- 
graphs with even subscripts shall be placed in csNEWS, and the 
odd-numbered paragraphs placed in mathNEWS. To read the 
article, you must read paragraphs alternating between csNEWS 
and mathNEWS. 

Aaron Klotz 
Enjoy the new format! 
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