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mathNEWS 

July 11 Issue #5 wishes it has air conditioning 
July 21 Issue #6 production night 

6:30 pm, MathSoc (MC 3038) 
July 25 Issue #6 throws a luau 

MathSoc 
July 14 MathSoc Council Meeting 
July 15 Cotton Candy 
July 20 Beach Trip 
July 21-25 MathSoc Office Marathon 
July 22 Pints with Profs II 
July 23 WIMuGrad Bubble Tea and Karaoke 

Co-op 
  

If you don’t have a job yet, you're in real trouble 

Miscellaneous 
  

  

Today Wow, it’s really hot outside 
July 14 Bastille Day 
July 16 Happy Birthday to the Sultan of Brunei 
  

mastHEAD 
Oil from Mideast Funding CS Girls 

In case you haven't heard, Imperial Oil is giving us a million 
dollars to run the “girls in cs” program for girls in grade 9 and 10 
who show some potential in the field. Of course, all the guys 
here at mathNEWS are all for any program that ups our chances 
with the ladies, but a million big ones? We could make our own 
doomsday device for that... well, maybe not a doomsday device, 
but we could definitely take down Hagey Hall if the Arts stu- 
dents ever got uppity. 

So watch out at the end of the term for the debut of csNEWS. 
The inaugural issue of the mathNEWS spin-off will come out at 
the end of the term. It’ll have all the cost of mathNEWS, with 
only half the fun! 

So the big question we asked all our production staff is “If 
Imperial Oil gave you $1 million to teach something, what would 
you teach?”: Diana (Lubrication 101), Albert (Ian to write good 
mastHEAD questions), Craig (Raping the Environment 101), Eric 
(Advanced slacking), Lino (How to embezzle $1 million from 
Imperial Oil), Greg (Senior Honours Timewasting), Jos (Rational 
Showering for Math Students). 

Jan W. MacKinnon (Girls-only CS134) 
Chris Harasemchuk (Lube jobs) 

Louis Mastorakos (Hi! My name is Ian. Mr. Mastorakos won't 
be teaching the course anymore as he’s moved to Florida.) 

A Limerick 
A Waterloo student named Clyde 
Would only eat food canned or 

dried. 
He ate pork and beans, 
And expired sardines, 

And then he caught scurvy and died. 

Greg Maloney 

  

cSNEWS/mathNEWS Split 
Highlights of a memorandum for readers 

The work to fully realize the split between mathNEWS and 
csNEWS is well underway. A small enough closet was found on 
the fourth floor of the DC beside the ultra secret experiments 
Soon enough two production nights will be happening at the 
same times and the staffers won't even notice they are in two 
places at once, hopefully or else they might explode. The editor 
of the now distinct papers are working together to make the fina 
division as smooth as possible for readers. Though you will have 
to make sure you pick up the right issue on friday. 
The following are answers to commonly asked questions about 

the split. 
Seriously guys, what’s going on here? Are you really going to 

split your fine publication? —SB 
Yes we are. Really. Seriously. Why don’t you believe me? Why 

wouldn't you believe! Oh god the humanity! Ahem. Yes. 
Will I have to remember two user IDs and passwords? 
What the hell are you talking about? You don’t need a user ID 

or a password to read. 
How are you dividing all the wonderful content? 
Most the work has dividing up the production has gone well. 

CS articles, jokes, and prof quotes go into csNEWS, and Math 
articles, jokes, and prof quotes go into mathNEWS. The ques- 
tion remains about a few ambiguous things like where do quotes 
from non-Math Faculty profs go? There will be a fight to the 
death between chosen production staffers from each paper to 
resolve unforeseen issues. 

Was the fee raise a few years back to keep mathNEWS alive 
actually unnecessary and was it just building up money for this 
split? 
We contacted The Man who was a driving force behind the fee 

increase, and he said “Forgettaboutit.” We aren't entirely sure 
what he meant, but plans for this division are fairly new as Ie 
ally we are just being trendy, and there is no conspiracy. Yep. 

I read mathNEWS online. 
What? That wasn’t even a question! Ah well other smart peo- 

ple might be wondering what is happening with the web version 
of mathNEWS. It will be just how you remember except smaller 
and there will be a new www. csnews . uwaterloo.ca website 
for all the wonderful material produced by the csNEWS. 

un 
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UW Alumni in Training: Ian W. MacKinnon, Chris Harasemchuk, 
Louis Mastorakos 

Man you have a nice field! Want to 

join me in my Z? ag 
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Prez Stuff 
Student Society like a FOX! 

So] am sitting here enjoying all the wonderful benefits of be- 
ing a MathSoc executive. Sitting in my really big locker, hooked 
up to the interweb. Getting shoulder massages and grapes when- 
ever I want. Ok maybe not, but being an exec is pretty nifty. You 
get to play with money if you are the VPF or talk to admin a lot 
if you are the Prez, or talk with a bunch of cool directors a lot if 
you are the VPAS, or do whatever the VPA does. No seriously, 
the VPA does a lot of good helping to make academics go better 
for everyone in math. Why am I talking about this? Because it is 
nomination time. Put your hat in the ring to be a Winter-Fall 
2004 MathSoc executive. Anyone can run, so come by the 
MathSoc office (MC 3038) and pick up a nomination form. 

In other news the C&D Managment Board met today, and among 
other business decided that 5 cents for a knife or fork without 
purchase was way too much. So soon it will be free to pick upa 
knife or fork, but please listen to the signage and the C&D work- 
ers as this policy won't be implemented right away. It actually 
has been the policy of the C&D for charge for cutlery without 
purchase for quite some time; it just wasn’t observed until re- 
cently. 

There are few more things ongoing, and you can keep up to 
date on my website, www.mathsoc.uwaterloo.ca/prez. 

Albert O’Connor 

President, MathSoc 

Short Attention Span Math 
Seminars 

It’s time for some SASMS! 
Want to hear about why math is cool and interesting? Then go 

tothe Short Attention Span Math Seminars. 
The SASMS are an event held every term by the Pure Math, 

Applied Math and Combinatorics & Optimization Club, and are 
aseries of short (twenty-minute) talks given by math students on 
a wide variety of topics. Talks begin at 4:30 p.m. on July 16 in 
MC 5158. 

Some of the titles of talks proposed so far include: 

* Cardinals, ordinals and other things that sound like birds 
but aren’t 

* Black-box linear algebra 
Eigenvectors, Gaussian Integers and Infinite Products 

* The Banach-Tarski Paradox, or, Melting your mind can be 
FUN! 

The talks are designed to be understood by first-year math stu- 
dents, while still being interesting to upper-year students. A com- 
plete schedule will be posted on MathSoc boards a few days 
before the event. 

If you want to give a talk, it’s not too late. Just e-mail the title of 
your talk to pmclub@student.math.uwaterloo.ca as soon 

as possible. 

Craig Sloss 
Minister of SASMS 

Pure Math, Applied Math and Combinatorics & Optimization 
Club 
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Sing Your Heart Out! 
The Women in Math Undergraduate Committee (WIMugrad) 

will be having its termly Karaoke and Bubble Tea Night on Wednes- 
day July 23" from 6pm to midnight in the Comfy Lounge. (Don't 
worry, we Febreeze the couches first.) If you enjoy singing or 
bubble tea (courtesy of Sweet Dreams Teashop), or simply watch- 
ing other people show off their musical stylings (or lack thereof), 
come on out and have a great time! Women and men in math are 
all welcome, of course. 

WIMugrad S03 

Conspiracy Theory of the 
Fortnight 

This fortnight’s conspiracy theory involves the seemingly in- 
nocuous Pure Math, Applied Math, and Combinatorics and Op- 
timization Club, also known as the PMAMC&OC. I thought that 
the whole point of abbreviations was to make names and phrases 
less unwieldy, and one would think that Combinatorics and 
Optimization students could optimize the name of their club by 
making it shorter. What would be wrong with calling it the “Mis- 
cellaneous Math Club” or MMC. But I digress. 
Individuals who have claimed to infiltrate the PMAMC&OC 

have stated that Pure Math students are secretly collaborating 
with those that may be able to prove that P=NP. They are using 
their funding to assist them so that the pure math applications 
will be proven to be useless and they will once again be able to 
do nothing but useless math. That is what they want. And they 
also seem to be colluding with the Compuer Science Club to 
keep pop prices, but that’s a different story. 

How to Know There’s too Much 
Construction on Campus 

There is a lot of construction taking place on the University 
campus this term, but how do we know if there is too much? 
Here are a few telltale signs: 

¢ You go to school early one day, and find a bunch of con- 
struction workers relaxing in the Comfy Lounge 

¢ Students who can’t afford housing are living beside the cam- 
pus in a shanty town made from stolen construction mate- 
rials 

* Some stores at the University Plaza are now offering special 
discounts to construction workers 

*  Allofthe students who can’t find co-op jobs for the upcoming 
term are given positions as grunt workers at construction 
sites around the campus 

¢ The school implements a new mandatory school uniform: 
hardhats and steel-toed boots 

¢ Construction workers drop in at the back of Sexuality, Mar- 
riage, and the Family courses during their lunch hour 

Greg Maloney  
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MFCF/CSCF Split 
Why is it happening? 

One key change brought about by the creation of the school of 
CS is the separation of the school’s budget from the main faculty 
budget. Though the school is still organizationally under the 
Dean’s office, it has more independence than a department by 
having a separate budget. Computing support is important to the 
school and currently around 70% of MFCF operations support 
the school’s interests. The school felt it made sense for it to have 
its own computing support environment that reported to them 
and not to the Dean’s office, as MFCF does. This, from an organi- 
zational point of view, was only possible by forming CSCE CSCF 
has already been formed. The first large project being under- 
taken by both MFCF and CSCF is the division of the teaching 

environment itself. 

Resources 

When the split was first discussed, many students shook their 
heads at the waste of money and resources. This was presump- 
tuous. Only MFCF’s standard Equipment and Operation Budget 
and nothing else has been used in updating equipment and hir- 
ing staff in the face of split. The time for new hiring in MFCF 
was right, though the split prompted the creation of a few more 
positions than would have been otherwise created. In total 3 
positions were created by the Dean’s office and 1 by the school. 

It does however remain true that there will be two separate 
linked environments. It makes sense to keep the responsibilities 
of the two organizations seperate, but I do not think the added 
complexity will directly benefit students. For example, you will 
only be able to directly check mail on CS machines if you are in 
CS and on Math machines if you are in Math, though e-mail to 
either account will be forwarded automatically to the correct ac- 
count. The division of the environment goes only as far as re- 
quired. CSCF isn’t breaking ties with MFCF for the sake of split- 
ting. Whenever they can work together they will. For example, 
the printing room and operator will still be common. 

The Future 

The feeling that the Math and CS computing environment has 
suffered from a lack of modernization is not a new one. Though 
the split does nothing to address these issues directly, it will 
allow flexibility for the school to invest directly in its computing 
facilities to bring them into the 21" century faster. 

Conclusion 

It is clear the computing environments needed for Math and 
for CS are different. Having a split between the groups does make 
a certain amount of sense. During the split they will not be need- 
lessly divided. Every opportunity to work together will be taken 
advantage of. This move, though, will not directly benefit stu- 
dents. It will make the environment more complex to use. MFCF/ 
CSCF is aware of this and are working hard to make it as pain- 
less as possible, but history shows there will always be prob- 
lems. In the long run specialization of the groups could lead toa 
better computing environments from everyone’s perspective. 

For More Info: www.cs.uwaterloo.ca/cscf/ 
splitmemo.pdf 

Albert O’Connor 

a a aera at ct Tat 

Ask a uwstudent.org Poster 
Dear uwstudent.org Poster, 

The other day I went out to a semi-formal dinner with my 
boyfriend. In the course of the evening, I happened to remark 
that he had a nice tie, and he seemed rather insulted by that. | 
meant it as a complement, but I think he thought I was being 
sarcastic. He hasn’t spoken to me since. What should I do? 

-Distraught in Dallas 

Dear Distraught, 
I meant it as a complement, but I think he thought I was being 
sarcastic. 
Um, I think what you meant to say was “compliment,” not 

“complement.” The first is when you say something nice to some 
one, and the second is something that’s used to complete some- 
thing else. Get a dictionary, you loser, before you post stuff in 
public like that. Get a better username, too. What kind of stupid 
name is “Distraught?” 

Dear uwstudent. org Poster, 

I’m a follower of the Jewish religion, but lately I’ve been wor 
ried about the policies set by the state of Israel. I’m not entirely 
sure that they’re doing what's best in the middle east. Because of 
my religion, I feel kind of guilty for not supporting them, but 
sometimes I just feel as though I can’t. What should I do? 

-Fence-sitting in Fredericton 

Dear Fence-sitting, 
Not another one of these anti-Israel posters! I can’t believe that 

in this day and age that anti-semitism is so rampant on our cam- 
pus. It’s so wrong that our tuition money is going to fund ideas 
like these, and to spread anti-Israel propaganda on our campus. 
These kind of neo-Nazi ideas have no place on a university cam- 

pus. 

Dear uwstudent . org Poster, 

Every Wednesday night, my friends and I would always chill 

out after classes at our campus pub. However, the pub was re: 
cently closed due to issues with the liquor license, and our weekly 

hangout has been lost. We haven’t been able to find a suitable 

replacement since. What should we do? 
-Dry in Delaware 

Dear Dry, 
This is just typical of the university administration to take 4 

heavy-handed approach and compromise your autonomy like 
that. You know who’s behind this, don’t you? I bet it’s Catherine 
Scott. I can’t believe you're paying tuition to an institution that 
would take away your right to drink on campus. Bud Walker 
should resign. When I’m an alumni, there’s no way I'l] donate 
any money to this university. That will hit them where it hurts. 

Oh, yeah, and I’m going to make sure Maclean’s knows aboul 

this as well. This debacle ought to knock us down a couple of 
spots in their statistical rankings. 

Eigenvectol 

mathPERSONALS 
Hot cheerleader looking for a tasty treat. Leaving country 5002; 

would prefer a no-strings-attached relationship. I can cook, 2° 
motorcycle though, and | have one tattoo. E-mail : 
mathie_cheerleader@hotmail.com. 
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