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mathNEWS 
March 28 Issue #6 engages in contact frisbee 
April 11 Help Wanted: JookAHEAD writer 

Math Faculty 
March 28 Spring ’03 Course Enroliment ends 
April 1 Lectures End (for math classes) 
April 4 ELPE 
April 7-22 Final Exams 

MathSoc 
Thursdays Movie Night 
March 30 MCTF 
April 4 MathSoc EOT Jamboree 
Anytime Exam Bank heeds your call for help 

MGC 
Wednesdays Pizza 
April 1 Natural Log Pub Craw] 
Until April 30 PTP operators ready to take your calls 

Co-op 
May 2 Winter Work Term ends 
May 5 Spring Work Term begins 

Miscellaneous 
March 30 Doctor's Day 
April 1 April Fool’s Day 
April 2-4 3 days of elective shock 
April 6 Roll your clocks forward 
April 9 March to the Stanley Cup begins 
April 16 The Matrix’s next strike 

AKA Math 136 Finals 
April 20 Easter 

  

Co-op meeting cancelled 
As if I care ... 

I, like many other Math students, received an e-mail from 
olaf@uwaterloo.ca telling me that there was some form of Co- 
op meeting, staged every term, that was being rescheduled. 

Firstly, I received this e-mail a couple of DAYS AFTER the 
INITIAL meeting was planned for. 

Secondly, I’m not even going through the Co-op process this 
term, so why should I care? 

The gist of this article is simple. Don’t send e-mails POST 
FACT, and don't send e-mails to people that aren’t affected by 
it’s contents! 

Mark ... stupid co-op 

Characters to look for in 

the “Trogdor and Friends” miniseries 
Ali & Ali’s Sister 
Raptor the Dinonator 
Frogdor the Hopinator 
Rawdor the Scratchinator 
Mindor the Thoughtinator 
Erector the Vibrator 
Dildor the Penetrator 

  

Subscriptions! 
Yes, subscriptions! 

Yes, really, we have subscriptions. If you aren’t going to} 
around campus to get issues of mathNEWS, they why not hav 
them delivered to you? You can take them to work and rea 
them during meetings. Or you can read them during those lon 
commutes. Or during meetings! 

Of course there is the webpage, but there’s a lot less glare of 
bond paper, and you get to see our wacky filler! And mathNEW 
can travel almost everywhere, unlike those clunky computer 
with their cables and such. Unless you have a laptop, but wha 
are the odds of that? One in fifteen? 
And let’s not forget, they’re pretty cheap too! In Canada, it’ 

$7.50 a term, twenty bucks for three. For the States, it’s $10; 
term, and twenty-five for three. The rest of the world pays $1: 
a term or $35 for three. 

A term’s subscription gets you all six exciting issues, plu 
any bonus issues that happen to come out. But what are thi 
odds of that? Two out of three? 
The three-term option means you can get mathNEWS ever 

summer you're away, or, for those co-ops out there, you ca 

have your subscriptions every time you go off to a faraway job 
Any three terms are do-able. 

To subscribe, just drop by the mathNEWS Office (MC 304! 
with your requested term(s) and some cash, drop itinourmad | 
slot in the MathSoc Office (MC 3038), put it in the BLACK BO) | 
email mathnews@student .math.uwaterloo.ca,orgiveyo | 
money to a mathie in the hopes he or she is an editor. But whé be 
are the odds of that? Two in one thousand five hundred? _te 

Here’s a handy-dandy form to make your requesting proces a 
even easier: 

Krease, Louis, and a hint of la be 
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an 
mathNEWS Subscription Form 

Name: ‘e 

Mailing Address: 

Terms Requested: 
W SF 2003 W S F 2004 ' 

Canada: $7.50/term, $20/year 
USA: $10/term, $25/year 

Overseas: $15/term, $35/year T 

You 
60) 

ISSN 0705—0410 Me 
mathNEWS is normally a fortnightly publication funded by and responsible! im 
the undergraduate math students of the University of Waterloo, as represeil® lair 

by the Mathematics Society of the University of Waterloo, hereafter referred! litt] 
as MathSoc. mathNEWS is editorially independent of MathSoc. Contentis r 
responsibility of the mathNEWS editors; however, any opinions expres® 
herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of MathSoc ft t 
mathNEWS. Current and back issues of mathNEWS are available elect™like 
cally via the World Wide Web at http: / /www.mathnews . uwater100- Clq a, 
Send your correspondence to: mathNEWS, MC3041, University of Waterld, 3 
200 University Ave. W., Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, N2L 3G1, or to use T 
mathnews@student .math.uwaterloo.ca on the Internet. 

The Burninator(s): Louis Mastorakos and Chris Harasemchv 

 



On The Cover 
After being sworded and arrowed one too many times while 

burninating peasants and huts in his homeland (http: // 
www. homestarrunner.com/sbemail58.html and http: / 
/www.homestarrunner.com/trogdor. htm1), Trogdor has 
come to UW. Unaware that there are things more painful than 
knights and archers, Trogdor learns the hard way about co-op. 
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3041 It’s Almost Over! 
rma Ah, the term is almost over, and that means ... 
BOX EXAMS (Dum dum duuuu ) 
syol Don’t sweat it, MathSoc is here to save the day! MathSoc will 
wis be open for specially posted hours to meet your Exambank 

needs. Just visit the MathSoc office (MC3038) and take a look 
oces at our Exam Week schedule. 

twas truly a pleasure working for your activital and servical 
of lai betterment (I don’t think those are words... good thing I’M not 

_ English major). 
This would be a good time to highlight some of the more 

‘ntertaining” aspects of this term’s activities: 

  

—— * A Cove Night: Free Games + Free Pizza + Free Friends = 
Good 

—‘ Pi Day: The Dean Served pies, sooooo cool. 
— ‘ LaserQuest Night: High Intensity Lasers + Cramped Quar- 
= ters = Fun 
__ Campus Day: Volunteers + balloons = School Spirit Yay! 

' Our VPA gets dunked in pancake batter 
The many Cotton Candy Days 

' ... and other oddities. 
_ There is much to look forward in the fall! All your old fa- 

_ ‘ourites like Cove Night and LaserQuest night will return, and 
_ much more new stuff is planned it almost blows my mind! 

~ Mentor Day, otherwise known as Project m4th, will debut some- 
etme in September. We'll ramp up Committee of First Year Af- 

sel irs activities for the incoming frosh. So many surprises, so 
mwtle time. Too bad my tenure as VPAS only lasts two terms. 
ress 1d like to hear from YOU on what you would like to see run 

oo the fall. Is there a particular activity or a service you would 
airHke MathSoc to organize? If so, fill out an MathSoc Activity 
sl dea Form located outside the MathSoc offices or email 
use?’ AS@mathsoc.uwaterloo.ca with your idea! 

That's it for this term, I’m outta here! 

      

  

   

    

   
    

Raymond Lai 
| Your MathSoc VPAS, W03 

Vol. 91 No.6 mathNEWS 3 

Sunny-Side Up? 
Time for Breakfast 

Well, this is the final social update of the year. 
Now, we all have exams to do and we'll all stay at home and 

have no social lives. 
Well, no, not quite; I’m sure we've all got EOTs we'd like to 

attend, and really, exams are just like classes, except there are 
no classes, so as you revel wildly, joyfully, nakedly in the tempt- 
ingly improved weather, you won't even be skipping. Not that 
we'd ever advocate anything like that, or playing exam chicken. 
However, it does mean that MathSoc itself won't be organis- 

ing anything more. Your intrepid directorate (hey, cool, direc- 
torate, sounds powerful, why didn’t I think of that months ago?) 
will be retired far far away and locked in a padded room ina 
desperate scramble to acquire some command of the courses 
skipped all year in advance of the final exam. Anyone taken 
MATH 148 before? 
Now, before I sign off totally, I would like to give you a list of 

those brave mathies who made the ultimate sacrifice and vol- 
unteered to help the social directors. Unfortunately, for opera- 
tional reasons, I cannot disclose full details of these operations. 
Here, however, is a list of those names that I do rem — cough, 
have been given clearance to disclose. 
°* Marg D. 

Dani H. 

Maria K. 
Greg H. 
Elaine W. 
Emerald K. 
Bradley T S. 
Lino D. 
Soo G. 
Mike T. 
/usr/games/fortune 
... and countless others being debriefed at an undisclosed 
location. 

(Note the cunning ruse of pretending to abbreviate people’s 
last names for privacy so as to avoid spelling them.) 
And of course, there’s my boss and your VPAS, the Rai C T 

Lai. 

In closing, I’d just like to say that it was a fun term, and I 
hope everyone else had fun all nigh — er all term long too. 
Condolences to Meaghan; I’m sorry you weren't around all term. 
I hope that I’ve been able to live up to everyone’s expectations, 
or at least do a good job. Most importantly, I hope I have cre- 
ated a strong set of expectations for the term following — as, in 
the end, the purpose was to build Mathie community. Have a 
great summer — it’s like I’m signing off a war-report, but even 
exams are better than warfare. Good luck with’em all. 

SD* 

Midnight Capture the Flag: 
A Final Jaunt 

So yeah. Come out the Comfy Lounge about 11:59 or so on 
the 30% of March. If you come, you will have fun. Promise. 

Management  
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Trogdor 
246 Burnfire Lane 

Hell, Michigan 
34737 

Nortel Networks 
Someplace-I-Don’t-Care-About 
Canada 

Dear Mr. Nortel, 

I am HIGHLY interested in your last posting for the HR Man- 
ager Co-op position at your company. I like your company be- 
cause it is bleeding red, and I like blood because blood means 
there’s squishing of peasants to be done. 

I have extensive experience in many HR duties, like burninating 
people, and burninating huts, and burninating huts with peo- 
ple in them, and burninating other things; I think burninating 
things is LIKE firing. Also, I have great knowledge of squashing 
peasants and other poor people in addition to my burninating 
skills. I have a 100% chance of success with both squashing 
and burninating peasants. My record speaks for itself. 

My hobbies include burninating the countryside, as well as 
flexing my muscles in front of a mirror. Oh yeah, check me out. 
No, seriously, check me out! 

Sincerely, 

TROG DOR 
tna 

b URNNATOR 
Trogdor 

Anti-War Protest Goes Too Far! 
An anti-war protest went too far last week as George Jones 

was crushed by a photocopier thrown from the top of the 
MathSoc office. Jones has been claiming that the current war 
was just a copy of the Gulf War from 10 years ago. Claiming he 
would do anything to prove his point, he had a group of mathies 
drop a photocopier on him. 

  
Somehow, something went horribly wrong 

  

Yes, Virginia, 
There is a TROGDOR 

Lying to children is abuse. There’s a difference betweem ep. 
couraging the development of a healthy imagination and out 
right deception. Unfortunately most parents in our society don 
realize their mistakes. They continue to fill their childrens 
heads with lies. 
The emotional damage is horrible, and probably irreversible 

When children grow up, they become more and more aware of 
reality. The inevitable traumatic event will eventually come in 
every child’s life. Everyone eventually learns that there’s 10 
such thing as dragons. 
Everyone is aware of it. Most people have experienced it. Ye 

ironically these people instill the same lies in their children, 
Does anyone honestly believe TROGDOR comes in the night? 

It’s physically impossible. It’s too dark. Burninating the peas: 
ants? I don’t see any burnt or DEAD peasants lying around in 
the countryside. It’s just another way to get children to behave 
all year long by filling their heads with tales of TROGDOR 
burninating them. ’Tis the season to be just plain cruel. 
Then what becomes of these children when they realize the 

truth? Once the depression and confusion are gone and they 
accept reality, the psychological side-effects of the event leave 
a mark on their lives forever. They become mathies who are 
actively involved in LARP every weekend. Lying parents of so- 
ciety, it’s your fault your children bury themselves in D&D 
books. Your fairy tales of burnination have gone too far. Let it 
be on your heads forever. 

Eyal S~ 
I swallowed 18D6 

Top 10 Strong Bad e-mails you 
will never see: 

10. Hey Strong Bad. I’ve got this nasty rash around my balls 
do you know what I can do for that? 

9. Hi Strong Bad. I like to read you e-mails and laugh you 
make fun stupid people. 

8. Strong Bad, why are The Cheat and Homestar Runner s0 
much cooler than you are? 

7. Ifyou were a mathNEWS writer, which one would you be 
and why? 

6. What is your middle name? 

5. If you had one undo, what would you do with it? 

4. My girlfriend and I are trying to fsck with no luck, can you 
give us any pointers? 

3. My name is Linda. My sister and I are computer sciencé 
majors. 

2. Are you, you know, equipped? 

1. I shared a night of passion with Trogdor. Can you explait 
this burninating feeling I am having down there? 
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