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mathNEWS 
March 14 Issue #5 gets a mouthful of x 
March 24 Issue #6 Production Night 

6:30 pm, MathSoc (MC 3038) 
March 28 Issue #6 crawls out of hibernation 

Math Faculty 
Until March 29 Spring ’03 Course Enrollment 
April 1 Lectures End (for math classes) 

MathSoc 
Thursdays Movie Night 
Today Hmm... 1 
Tomorrow (March 15) Settlers Tournament in the Comfy 
March 19 Quiz Bowl 
March 20 Cotton Candy Day 
March 24-29 Office Marathon 

MGC 
Wednesdays Pizza 
March 19 Valedictorian Selection Commitee 

forms due 
March 21 Last Day to nominate for Valedictorian 
Today Support your local Pink Tie Pledge 

Co-op 
March 17 Continuous Phase postings end 
March 20 Co-op Forum 

Come and comp!-({iment/ain) 

Miscellaneous 
March 14 m Approximation Day 
March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
March 19 Cases of sore thumbs rise throughout 

the country (except in Lower Mainland) 

March 21 Vernal Equinox 
March 23 Movie folks congratulating themselves 
March 25 Waffle Day (in Sweden only) 
  

mastHEAD 
Luck of the Irish 

m day has rolled around and we're steeped in breakfast ce- 
real. Luckily St. Patty’s day is next week so we'll be fine. 

After gorgeing ourseleves on cereal at production night we 
wondered what people’s lucky charms were. Thankfully they 
told us or else this would be one short mastHEAD. In the order 
chosen by my lovely assistant they are: Simon (Yellow Sigmas, 
pink ties, and yellow integrals), Emerald (Rock. Nothing beats 
rock), Jason (Mr. Honeybunny’s head), Lamo (zs, I mean Pies, I 
mean wtf?), Soo (My boyfriend... Oh wait...), Ian 
(qRPmn53sz1E), Ian (lan ambiguity), Diana (Freddie and 
Eddie...at the same time), Albert (My lucky cat’s foot), Mark 
(e"), Dan (My m-leafed clover0, Mike (My green coat ... which- 
ever one I’m wearing.), Craig (the Hahn-Banach), Snuggles (My 
collection of strangers’ pubic hair). 
Thanks goes to Campus Pizza for their wonderful pizza and 

to everyone at Graphic Services. 

Louis (The biggest tie I ever saw) 
Krease (A mythril luck + 30 “amulet of wonders”) 
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Grad Ball: Fun, but... 
I must start by saying that I had fun at Grad Ball and I q 

appreciate the efforts put in by the organisers. However, wher 
my friends and I arrived, we discovered a long line-up tha Fe 
wasn’t going anywhere and no one in it seemed to have an?” 
idea why we were standing in it. Fortunately, someone near P'* 
discovered that we were waiting to pick up our table numbers pale 
Now why these weren't organised beforehand and stamped a °°" 
our tickets I have no idea. When we finally arrived at the top d the 
the stairs, we discovered that we had to search for our names !*"* 
No wonder the line-up was so long ... they were sorted by med T 
and not alphabetically. Both my date’s and my name were mis ™ 
spelled. Oh well, you have to expect a bit of disorganisation. aa 

So we went in and found our table and looked at the sched: nue 

ule. Looked like supper at 7:30. Great ... except it didn’t arrive” : 
until 8:30 and the “raspberry filled” dessert hadn’t come within call 
a mile of a raspberry. Each table was provided with two bottles ‘ 
of wine, one white, one red. Both were terrible according to the 
one wine drinker at our table. The rest of us were busy trying - 
to figure out how to get water. The bar didn’t have any and the 
servers never brought any out until after dessert. k 

Since we'd sat for ages while waiting for food and betweet 
the mains and dessert, almost everyone was ready to mingle 
and chat with their friends at other tables. The speakers misset 
their big chance to talk while the rest of us were busy with oll , 
mouths full. Instead, about every fifteen minutes they’d tel 
everyone to shut-up and go sit back down to listen to someont 
for a few minutes. Wouldn't have been too annoying excef! 
that it happened about five times. Why not do all the sit-down 
shut-up part at once, so we can get down to why we came! 

Socialising! During this time, several people got up to talk, in 
cluding the Dean who sounded surprisingly unprepared a ; 
though looked very spiffy with a pink tie and cummerbund. . 

After several speeches, an award (congrats Snuggles!), and a 
embarrassment for the chicken dancing prize winners, it wé 
time for dancing. Mathies clean up surprisingly well and jus! 
about all the girls were in long dresses. So you would think ia! , 

a formal event like this, some suitable music would be played , 
THINK AGAIN ... i 
Whoever came up with the equation Albert + Winamp = D, 

should really flunk math. Initially, the base was so loud, soul! 

people were forced to leave due to upset stomachs. This wé yy. 
speedily remedied, but the musical selection left a lot to be M 

desired. While some of it was suitable for dancing at a club : 

(though our outfits were not), a lot was entirely un-danceable d 
Surely this must have been noticed since the dance floor wé 

almost entirely cleaned out within an hour. A lot of people lef ha 
early and I heard a lot of grumbling about the music. This W# , 
supposed to be a formal dinner and dance. One would hav? j 

expected a good selection of slower music that fit the occasio® rey 
I only heard two slow songs, both of which were pop-rock. 4, 

They told us this year was the best turn-out ever ... well” q, 
they want a repeat, I recommend upping the ticket price jus ; 

enough to afford a real DJ. 30 

A Wannabe Alu? ww 
e e ( 

A Public Service Announceme?! i; 
For MATH 235 Students 

0 cannot be an eigenvector, but 0 can be an eigenvalue. 

UW 

    
 



‘ Pink Tie Pledge 
Gi ‘http://www.student.math.uwaterloo.ca/~mgc/ptp 

a For all pledges made until the end of term I (Daryl McEachern) 
any 2 personally matching $e/nx for every $10 pledged. Plus all 
ry Pledges made at the nm Pledge or Dean’s Challenge levels will be 

entered into a draw for a degree frame (sold for approx $75 at 
convocation). The frame will be awarded at the reception on 

pd the 18" of March which is to thank all those who pledge at any 

nes Level. 
The Pink Tie Pledge is our opportunity to leave an indelible 

nie mark on Math! It represents our commitment as graduates to 
current and future Math students. The graduating class of 1990 

, initiated the Pink Tie Pledge to donate money to specific projects 
iy 10 the Faculty of Mathematics. These projects were to specifi- 

his cally benefit future students, such as ourselves. Now that we 
Jes 22 Staduating this is our chance to give back. 
‘the With each pledge you can direct your money to a project of 

ving YOU" choice, for example: 
the’ Phe Math Tutorial Centre: How many of us visited the 

Tutorial Centre back in first year and second year? 
ee, Scholarships or Awards such as the Descartes Scholar- 
nel ship or the MGC Award Endowment, to help provide fi- 
stall nancial assistance to future students to combat the rising 

ow _- Cots of tuition. 
tell * The Math Endowment Fund: MEF helps to have course 

notes created for courses which have awful text books (like 

ETS 

sone 
cep Math 235 did), it helps fund servers and lab terminals so 
ai that there can be more access to computing resources, as 

well as funding many other projects to help improve aca- 
me! 
| demics. 

‘ a Your pledge is simply a promise, made in good faith, to give a 

specified amount, over a three-year period. Your first contribu- 
ate tion will not be due until one year from now (May 2004). If you 

ag planning on attending grad school you can defer your pledge 

rust tO begin after you finish grad school. 
- fot The four main pledge levels are: 

yed * The Dean’s Prime Number Club ($151 for 3 years) 
* The Ralph Stanton Pledge ($20.03 per month for 3 years) 

a) * The x Pledge ($10x per month for 3 years) 

ont The Dean’s Challenge ($103 in year 1, $900 in year 2, $1000 

was... 12 year 3) 
o be With donations at each level you will be treated to a reception 

clut (March 18") as well as a small thank you gift. 
sble As well as being for a good cause these pledges are Tax De- 

af ductible. 

» Jef Remember, no matter what size donation you make, you will 

4s have the satisfaction of knowing you have made a good invest- 

pave out in the Faculty. 
Your pledge will help keep programs strong and uphold the 

Teputation of our Faculty. We can help to guarantee the value of 

Li ha own degrees by supporting Waterloo after we graduate. Lets 

‘yg °° Ur part to secure the quality of education at Waterloo! 

The pledge cards can be picked up at the MCG office (MC 

jun $029) or visit the MGC website (http:// 

www. student .math.uwaterloo.ca/~mgc/ptp) to pledge. 

nt moe we have raised $10 000 and we need your to help 

ut that number toward our goal of $60 000. 

Daryl McEachern 

2003 PTP Co-ordinator 
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Another Friendly Social Update 
NEWSFLASH: Former AWOL Mathie fills in 

Hello all! It seems that */," of your social director is either ill 
or gravely ill at the current moment. (Hope you both have a 
speedy recovery!) Because I was the lucky bystander... Actu- 
ally, I stayed up all night at tie guard (yay for guarding the tie in 
the middle of winter!) so I was too tired to go to Toronto today 
and actually saw a glimpse of '/,"' of a social director on his 
way to the deep south of Kitchener for a health card. It seems 
that he has to prove he’s a Canadian citizen to benefit from 
OHIP and get a health card. I was given a list of things to say. 
Hooray for Mathsoc and '/," of the social director for entrust- 
ing me with infomation! Not just any infomation, but Impor- 
tant Social Infomation!!! 

I guess I should begin with the bad news. Since your social 
director was running at '/,"' the capacity, comsic bowling had 
to be cancelled. The ill side of the social director deeply apolo- 
gies for this cancellation and hopes that not only will you for- 
give the ill side of the social director but you don’t end up with 
the two very different types of illness the ill side of the social 

director has. 
Now, the good news! So, it’s near the end of term. Most of 

you should know your profs name by now. Why not prove it to 
them by attending Pints with Profs on March 26"? You can 
even buy your prof(s) or your friends or yourself or even a com- 
bination of all 3 a non-alcoholic drink or alcoholic drink (if 
you're over the age of majority). How else can you cozy up to 
your profs before finals without seeming like you’re sucking 

up to them? 
Or another event you can attend is Quiz Bowl which takes 

place on March 25". If you want to outshine your profs, this is 
the place to do it. To sign up your group of 4 (or by yourself, we 
will find you a team) please e-mail your social director at 
social@mathsoc.uwaterloo.ca 

Aside from that, if you have free time or you just want to hit 
on your social director, sign up as a volunteer by e-mailing your 
social director at (again) social@mathsoc.uwaterloo.ca 

I believe that is all. If you want to send flowers, candies and 

well wishes for your social director, drop it off at MathSoc. I'll 
personally make sure it’ll be given to the right people. hehehe 

ellie (sigh. still in waterloo.) 

Bonus profQUOTES 

“Taylor Series is the only useful thing math has given us.” 

Forrest, AM 261 

[Referring to live-lock] “You never realized that your life is hang- 

ing by a thread.” 

Buhr, CS 342 

“When we last left our hero or heroine, she/he was at the edge 
of the cliff clutching a semaphore.” 

Buhr, CS 342 

“Do they not teach continuity in high school anymore? Next 

you're going to tell me they don’t teach non-measurable sets 

either!” 

Small, STAT 240 

  

   


