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Henry Bowler flashes a smile at the security camera in the CIBC branch

Waterloo His rlght

hand holds a sachel of money, and his left hand holds the Mentos blamed for the robbery.

Henry Bowler acquitted
i_n__?ank robbery

“Mentos” defence
used for first
time in Canada

By MICHAEL THORSLEY

Henry Bowler walked out of
court yesterday evening a free
man. After only 20 minutes of
deliberation, a Jury acquitted
him on charges of robbery on
grounds that he was “under the
influence of a breath mint.”
Bowler’s ordeal began Janu-
ary 15th outside the Student Life
Centre at the University of Wa-
terloo. “I was just about to take
this girl I"d picked up, to the bar
for a drink,” he describes, “when
I realized I didn’t have any

money. After groping at every
pocket looking for my wallet, |
figured the evening was lost,
shrugged, and popped a Mentos.
That’s when the weird stuff
started happening.”

The “weird stuff”, as was re-

'vealed during court proceedings,

included Mr. Bowler’s entering
the on-campus CIBC branch

~ stealing over $10,000 from the

till, and leaving with his date for
a night on the town. “It was all
the Mentos I tell ya... all the
Mentos.”

Throughout the trial, the jury
heard expert testimony on the
many narcotic effects of
Mentos. Eating even a single
Mento, it was revealed, can
cause an extreme lack of inse-
curity, and lead its hapless vic-

Indeed, security cameras
showed that Mr. Bowler arrived
at the bank without a weapon,
donned a discarded name tag
from a nearby waste paper bas-
ket and, hnder the guise of be-
ing a tellbr who just came in to
work, went behind the counter,
opened the cash drawer at an
unoccupied window, took the
cash, and left. At one point, just
before leaving, he even turned to
the security camera and smiled,
holding up his tube of Mentos,
defying the bank to catch him.
It was three days later before the
bank manager noticed that the
money was gone.

Debbie Gruberman, the bank’s
Security guard, was dumb-
founded by the news that they
had been robbed. “I remember
Henry clearly. I even waved to
him as he came in and thought
‘what a nice young man, he
couldn’t possibly be a bank rob-
ber.’ Little did I know that he
was not under his own control.”
Irrational Toast

tim to dé{tupld, stupid things.

JFK Jr. death no agéitdenT : keptfc

“Single Engine”
theory full
of holes

By MicHAEL THORSLEY

While the world mourns the trag-
edy of the death of John F.
Kennedy Jr. the son of a former
U.S. president by the same name,
there are some who doubt the
government’s statement that the
crash was accidental. One of
these people, Mrs. Edna Pratt of
Arva, Ontario is in the process
of writing a book detailing her
theory of how the crash took
place.

“We see at the first sign of
trouble at 2140 the plane banks
briefly up and to the right,” Pratt
told reporters, referring to the
reconstruction of the flight from
radar data. “I thought that this
was an odd maneuver for the
plane to take, especially since the
engine Piper Saratoga JFK Jr.
was flying in couldn’t give
enough thrust to make such a
quick turn, unless it was some
kind of ‘magic engine’.

“There really had to be a sec-
ond engine, is what it comes
down to. What I think happened
is that a small solid fuel JATO
engine, like the kind used on
aircraft carriers to help fighters
take off on a short runway, was
placed in the forward hold of
the plane. In the middle of the
flight it was triggered, blew the
hatch off the compartment, first
forcing the plane to swerve up
and to the right, and later flip-
ping the plane, forcing it to crash

into the ocean.”

While much has been made of
JFK Jr’s inexperience at flying
the plane under hazy conditions
Pratt doubts that pilot error was
involved in the crash. “While it’s
true that Kennedy was not the
best pilot, what we clearly see
that the plane was falling faster
than a plane of that shape could
fall under just gravity with air
resistance. Even if he had lost
control completely, shutting
down the engine would have al-
lowed him to level the plane. But
the JATO was actively pushing
him down into the ocean, so he
couldn’t right himself.

“The only conclusion that we
can reach is that there was a mas-
sive conspiracy to kill JFK Jr.
and make it look like an accident.
I think it’s obvious that the mili-
tary leaders, possibly under the
direction of the CIA, supplied a
JATO to the Mafia, who used
their connections to the
[lluminati to transfer it to mem-
bers of the Teamster’s union, for
attachment to Kennedy’s plane
without his knowledge.”

Pratt cites as evidence of this
connection, a blow up of cam-
era surveillance tape from the air
traffic control tower near where
Kennedy had just taken off
shows a blurred image of a man
who appears to be talking into a
walkie-talkie and smoking a
cigarette. “There’s the freemason
who organized the whole thing
giving the final order to activate
the JATO. Of course the FBI says
that it’s just an air traffic control-
ler eating a sandwich on his
lunch break, but we all know that

they’re just the Saucer Peoples’

in a Reuters photo.

sock puppet anyway.”

Pratt algo has a theory as to
why JFK [r. had to die. “His
magazine,|George, was about to
reveal secrets about the role of
the Saucer People in the recent
Serbian canflict. If he had sur-
vived to do this it would have
caused chdos in the global mar-
kets as the pharmaceutical com-
panies try to keep their cure for
cancer locked away from the
world in area 51. Of course, the
Teamsters would have hated that
because thén their ties to the mob
would have force them to give
up access to the secret spells of
the lllummatl and the Freema-
sons’ system of secret hand-
shakes would have been com-
promised.| We’re through the
looking glass here people.”

Despite the fact that academ-
ics all over the world have failed
to see this situation develop,
Pratt is sure that that her inter-
pretation is the correct one. “I’ve
already got a publisher for my
book who figures that we’ll have
at least $5 million in sales, and
let me tell you, no one every gets
money for|books of pointless
rumour-mongering.”
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CBC uses Freedom of Information Act to get
copy of seventh-grader’s biology report

By CHADWICK SEVERN

The Canadian Broadcasting Cor-
poration is slowly moving to the
forefront in reporting science
news.

Using the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, the CBC has ac-
quired the long-sought “Breed-
ing Fish” report written by sev-
enth grader, Stacey Moss.

“The Freedom of Information
Act was legislated for exactly
these reasons,” said CBC
spokeperson Amy Dole. “The
biology teacher in question reck-
lessly and purposefully buried
the report in an effort to hide it
from the media’s eyes.”

Moss’ teacher, Dana Corley,
said she was not aware of any
outside interest in the report,
which she save a B+.

“I’m very surprised that the
CBC went to such lengths in ac-

"quiring this report,” said Corley

between two classes. “The usu-
ally just hand reports back to the
students who wrote them.”

The CBC disagrees with
Corley’s opinion.

“The teacher, upon receiving

“the report, had an utmost obli-

gation to distribute this ‘Breed-
ing Fish’report,” said Dole. “It’s
disappointing that we live in a
day and age where media outlets
like the CBC have to spent hun-
dreds of hours and thousands of
dollars to make these reports see
the light of day.”

The CBC is preparing a spe-
cial edition of The National to
relay the contents of the report.
Host Peter Mansbridge has been
familiarizing himself with the
report since Monday.

“I am looking forward to
breaking this story, which would
not have been possible without
the efforts of countless CBC
staff,” said Mansbridge.

The report, which has several
lines blacked out for security or
privacy reasons, urges fish-own-
ers to purchase special “preg-
nancy tents” for their fish when
they start to breed. Otherwise,
the fish may eat the baby fish.

Student Moss decries the eat-
ing of one’s young as cruel and
avoidable.

The CBC hopes that in the fu-
ture, they will have easier access
to reports published by Moss.

“Our sources say that Moss is
working on a report for her com-
puter class revealing the main
features of the iMac computers,”
said Dole. “We have been as-
sured by Corley’s principal that
this time, there will be no cover-
up.”
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The front page of the report obtained by the CBC.

Drug shack at 159 Charlotte Street to be
raided tomorrow says secret police report

Police hope to
catch dealer in
the act

By DErek Kisman

Thomas Franko better watch out.
Tomorrow, his serene house on
Charlotte Street will be raided by
drug enforcement officers in a
top-secret drug bust.

The bust, which will take place
around 10 a.m., is expected to go
quietly and smoothly. Police
hope to catch Franko red-
handed.

Franko does have several
high-caliber weapons in his
house, according to police in-
formant Stuart Polo.

“I’ve been Franko’s partner for

years,” said Polo, who will be
present for the sting. “He’s been
running all kinds of drugs out of
his house, effectively running the
drug trade in this town.”

Polo emphasizes that the only
way the bust can be successful
is if Franko is completely una-
ware it will be coming.

“I’ll probably snort a bit of
cocaine around 9, and encourage
Thomas to do some to,” said
Polo. “Just a normal day at the
office.”

Polo agrees with Irrational
Toast’s publisher Conrad Grey
that Franko is unlikely to read
this newspaper before the drug
bust.

“He’s more of a Toronto Numb
kind of guy,” said Polo. “He
don’t like those boring papers.”
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America does double-take on
Canada’s proposed nuclear sale

U.S. curious how
Canada got fusion
power in first place

By CHADWICK SEVERN

The United States, successful in
persuading Canada to not sell its
nuclear fusion research to Iran,
is now wondering how Canada
got the materials in the first
place.

“Wait a second, we never gave
Canada anything on nuclear fu-
sion,” said State Department of-
ficial Bradley Stoke. “I’'m glad
we have prevented these items
from reaching Iranian soil, but
we’re a little perturbed that even
Canada has them.”

The items in question are the
equipment and nuclear fusion
technology at the Canadian Cen-
tre for Magnetic Fusion in
Varennes, Que. The centre did
not return any phone calls.

The centre had planned to sell
the items to the Iranian govern-
ment, a move that the research
group labeled as a “gesture of
goodwill towards the Iranian

people” at the time.

Upon hearing about the cen-
tre’s plans, the American govern-
ment contacted Ottawa to see if
the sale could be blocked. Ot-
tawa quickly gave assurances
that the transaction would not

" take place.

WAIT A SECOND,
WE NEVER GAVE
CANADA ANYTHING
ON NUCLEAR
FUSION

“I have suspicions that Canada
may have obtained these mate-
rials illegally from the U.S. or
Great Britain,” said Stoke.
“We’re the only nations author-
ized by the U.S. and Great Brit-
2im 10 have them.”

Stoke said that he hopes
Canada will turn over the mis-
appropriated equipment and re-
search and go back to growing
maple syrup.

“You could get hurt, playing
with fusion,” said Stoke. .
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1814 The outhouse is invented, causing people to use
stinky wooden closets to do their business instead
of fresh, clean rivers. 1854 Abraham Lincoln ate an
apple, and later that day, claimed to have eaten an
orange. 1900 The real turn of the century. 1954 The
newly opened Yonge subway line in Toronto has its
first suicide jumper, a bright young lad named
Charlie Thilt, who always had to be first at every-

THIS DAY

thing. 1955 The Ontario Conservatives are in power.
1956 The Ontario Conservatives are in power. 1957
The Ontario Conservatives are in power. 1958 The
Ontario Conservatives are in power. 1959 The On-
tario Conservatives are in power. 1960 The Ontario
Conservatives are in power. 1961 The Ontario Con-

servatives are in power. 1988 A minority government

" that does not involve the Ontario Conservatives in
any way is in power. 1990 Electricity is rediscov-
ered by an incredibly smart but incredibly late sci-
entist from Sierra Leone. 1996 Enrolment at Cana-
dian universities reaches a prime number 1997 Work
begins on a database that keeps track of inane tidbits
of information and what days they occured on.
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Natural Law Party leader under
fire for election performance

Disappointed party
insiders to oust leader
with better yogic flying

By CHADWICK SEVERN

Jack Tomas is in the fight for his life.

His political life, at least.

The leader of the Natural Law Party
of Ontario is under siege as other ambi-
tious Natural Law members attempt to
grab the reins of the party.

The NLP did not win any ridings in
Ontario on the June 3 election, mean-
ing that once again, the high-flying
group will have to manage without of-
ficial party status for at least another
four years,

“It was a very disappointing result,”
admits Tomas. “I thought we would take
around 10 ridings.”

His failure to produce any MPPs has
gained the ire of many former col-
leagues in the party brass.

“I want him out,” said Natural Law
finance civilian Tavin Smith. “It’s ob-
vious that Jack was unable to lead this
party when the party needed him the
most. We felt that after the televised
leaders debate, we had an enormous
opportunity to make inroads among
peace-loving Ontarians.”

Neither Tomas nor any other Natural
Law member participated in the debate,
but Tomas did say that he watched it on
television.

“It was clear from watching the de-
bate that these leaders, Harris,
McGuinty and Hampton, are more in-
terested in bickering with each other
than spreading good-will and love to
the millions of peoplein this province,”
said Tomas. W%

Tomas woulgdsike to lead the party
into the next election, which he figures
will occur in 2002.

“I sense a great well of anger build-
ing up in the pit of Mike Harris’s stom-
ach,” said Tomas. “He’s definitely not
doing enough yogic flying. This can
only lead to pain and suffering . . . not
for him, but for the people of Ontario.
He’s probably going to resign after a few
years.” '

Tomas said that the inspiration for his
leadership was mainly from the good

vibes sent to him by his predecessor,
former Natural Law leader Laniel
Mardy.

In the 1995 election, Mardy led the
party to an all-time high of 18,000 votes
across the province.

When Mardy defected to the Freedom
Party of Ontario in 1997, many provin-
cial pundits thought this was a huge
blow to the struggling Natural Law
Party.

After the party struggled through
1998 without a leader, Tomas won a

‘HARRIS, MCGUINTY AND

HAMPTON ARE MORE
INTERESTED IN BICKER-
ING WITH EACH OTHER

THAN SPREADING GOOD-
WILL AND LOVE.’

hard-fought leadership race earlier this
year, on a platform of improving the col-
lective consciousness of the province
and the uncanny ability to yogic fly
much better than his Natural Law op-
ponents.

“I managed to float the longest,” said
Tomas with a grin. “Tavin could only
bounce around with his legs folded
while I managed to attain the inner-
peace I needed to attain the leadership

of the party.”

Party insiders had hoped that Tomas
would be the front-man that could build
on the party’s success ift 1995, by turn-
ing those 18,000 votes in 18 MPPs.

But those insiders were dismayed
when Tomas spent time on the campaign
trail praising the NDP'platform.

“That was ludicrous,” said Natural
Law education civilian Deborah Kerr.
“The NDP and Natural, Law share ab-
solutely no common policies. They still
represent big government. We want
Ontario to be run by a non-partisan com-
mittee while we send our message of
peace and love throughout the prov-
ince.” : oY

But Tomas felt that helping the NDP
was an important strategy. ( i

“By propping up the NDP, we ¢an
split the mainstream vote, and ride up
the good vibrations wave,of the fringe
vote to power,” said Tomas: i

The plan backfired when ;NDP' sup-
port collapsed, leaving the Liberals and
Tories as the sole beneficiaries of the
mass mainstream vote. ik o

An automatic annual review of the
leadership of the party will get
underway next month, and Tavin Smith
believes he has the right stuff toifly cir-
cles around Tomas this time.

“I have managed to clear my head of
negativity,” said Smith. “My yogic fly-
ing is now quite an impressive sight.”

As usual, members of the press-are
barred from the leadership convention,
since actual photographs: of yogic:fly-
ing are not allowed to be published:s

“To protect the integrity of our party,
we will do all of our yogic flying be-
hind closed doors, thank you,” said
Smith. » 101
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Natural Law Party leader Jack Tomas ponders his future. |

!

Spiderman in dire straits
“Watch out, Spidey!” cries helpful youth

MANHATTAN, NY - The web-sling-
ing wonder was in hot water Wednes-
day as he fought evil arch-enemy Dr.
Octopus, who has been accused of a
recent plot to destroy the world. Spi-
der-man was drawn into the battle be-
cause innocent bystanders were at risk,
and, according to a spectacular Spidey
spokesperson: “With great power comes
great responsibility.”

The deciding factor in the battle was
a surprise attack by the other members
of the Sinister Six: Mysterio, Electro,
the Rhino, the Vulture, and the Scorpion.

The nefarious sextet ambushed Spider-
man, knocking him unconscious, bury-
ing him in quick-drying cement, and
dropping him into the East River. “It
was horrible,” said eyewitness Burt
Lomax, clenching his fist futilely, “I’ll
tell ya, if I had super powers...” New
Yorkers are now anxiously awaiting
Spidey’s triumphant come back. “He
can’t be dead, he’s just gotta come back
and kick some Sinister Six butt!” ex-
claimed Jessica Morton, one of the in-
nocent bystanders who was saved by the
wondrous web-slinger’s timely interfer-

ence. “He’s got the strength of a hu-
man spider!” she added.

When asked for comment, members
of the Sinister Six laughed evil, world-
destroying laughs. “We ﬁnallgl q;-
Stroyed that Toathsome wall-crawler!”
yelled Electro, just before punching this
reporter in the face and stealing his wal-
let.

“We definitely have a cliff-hanger
here,” said Spidey spokesperson Stan
(aka the Man) Lee, “but good will al-
ways win over evil.” An emergency call
has been placed to the Fantastic Four,
who are currently in space fighting the
Super Krull. The X-Men are currently
trapped in MojoWorld, and could not
be reached for comment.

Irrational Toast

[RRATIONAL TOAST
BOUCHARD
BEOCAFER

For updated word on where
Lucien Bouchard is check out
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BOUCHARD PHASES

Angry: July 31 Sad: Aug 3

Happy: Aug 6 Indifferent: Aug 7

Bouchard will be starting Thursday in Montreal, Que.,
before spending the afternoon in Hull. Bouchard’s volume
will reach a high of 70 decibels.
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ELECTION
REFLECTIONS

Will Mike Harris
‘Rock’ as Premier?

The Irrational Toast sent out its brand-new, fresh-
out-of-Ryerson jounalist out to interview a Mr.
Mike Harris. Here is what he came back with:

It is now almost two months after this year’s On-
tario Election, time enough for the province to have
accepted the fact that there is another conserva-
tive majority government to take us into the new
millennium. But how does Mike Harris see the
election in retrospect, and does he have any previ-
ously undisclosed insights into the future of the
party in power? Well, we caught up with Harris
last week to ask him just that, and he revealed the

following information to us in an informal inter-
VIEW.

Irrational Toast: So, I suppose the best place to start
is to ask whether you were at all surprised that the
Tories emerged victorious last June third?

Mike Harris: Well, no, not really. After all, the en-
tire party was driving hard into the issues, and the
short time frame meant that it was necessary for
everyone else to hurry, hurry in both their deci-
sion making and their overall tactics.

IT: This is true. But speaking of tactics, there was
a lot of slander and name calling during the elec-
tion campaign. Do you think such a strategy was
really necessary?

MH: Well, I do think that a different spin could
have resulted in a better end. Certainly some of
the things that were done can’t simply be swept
aside now, but I don’t believe that there were re-
ally any shots in poor taste.

IT: Did you have concerns about any of the ad cam-
paigns?

MH: Well, I've always thought that in some situa-
tions you should gauge carefully how much weight
you carry and how much of it you should throw
forward. Everyone involved seemed to know the
right angles to hit, though it can be a bit of a slip-
pery affair.

IT: How do you account for the NDP losing so
many seats?

MH: They just got stuck between a rock and a hard
place. I don’t think there was much of a chance on
that front unless the Liberals backed off, off, right
off...

IT: Well then, talk to us about what helped to bring

i e

im——

the Conservatives to victory. It’s been stated pre-
viously that the tax cuts were a major incentive.

MH: I think you hit that on the button. But it’s
hard, hard to isolate any one thing that helped
accomplish a takeout on the opposition. It may
have been the manner in which the points of the
party were hammered home.

IT: Could you elaborate on that?

MH: Basically, when you’re holding the meta-
phorical hammer, you have more control. So as
long as you don’t allow the opposition to steal in,
you’re just a stone’s throw away from victory.

IT: And with the Conservatives in power for an-
other few years then, would you care to offer any
new revelations on how the Tory blueprint will be
executed?

MH: I’ll skip on that question as I have no com-
ment.

IT: Just speaking generally though.
MH: Well, I don’t think it would be wise to rock

the boat. But then again it’s also important to take
nisks; you can’t always be throwing up your guard.

In that respect, having experience to draw on is an
asset.

IT: So does your experience allow you to made
any prediction about risk taking by the PCs?

MH: Again nothing specific. I do think the party
should draw hard to the line - but be careful about
crossing it. Still, it seems that the Tories are sitting
rather well at the moment.

IT: Moving away from political discussion, any
leisure plans over the summer?

MH: I am trying to get back to my golfing, but
that’s simply par for the course.

IT: And do you have any other comments you wish
to make in conclusion?

MH: Only that I really enjoy playing for Ontario’s
team. Hopefully the path that is being laid out for
the province will curl in the right direction.

A test subject in a ‘wrist’ study

Carpal Tunnel
Syndrome not
linked to typing

IT: Very well then, I thank you for the interview
and I hope your next tournament goes well.

MH: Thank you, Toast.

Irrational Toast

But experts wonder
‘What else would
wear out a wrist?’

By MicHAEL THORSLEY

Three recently released studies from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley, Michigan State Uni-
versity, and the University of Waterloo, challenge
the prevailing medical opinion that Carpal Tunnel
Syndrome, a painful, debilitating condition of the
wrist, is caused by excessive typing.

The studies, the first of their kind, showed con-
clusively that while the primary victims of the dis-
order are in the information technology industry
where typing is most of the time a requirement of
the job, programmers who used voice-recognition
technology instead of typing also had elevated
incidences of the condition. It also showed that
those who play role-playing games are also at an
elevated risk, even if they never type, while young,
blonde secretaries with large breasts, even if they
typed all day, were largely immune.

“It’s disheartening to see one of the prevailing
medical theories fall, but that’s how progress is
made,” says one researcher on the Berkeley study.
“We still believe [Carpal Tunnel Syndrome] is the
result of repetitive stress of some kind. What we
should be asking ourselves is ‘What other wrist-
intensive activity do these groups engage in more
frequently than the general population does?’”

Irrational Toast

Please, buy this
dishwasher.

EATEN’S

Boy, have times changed.
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Library books threatened
by fire destroyed by water
that put out fire

Every book in the University of
Alberta’s main library was de-
stroyed by water Tuesday. The
water, sprayed generously over
all shelves in the building, was
released due to a small fire that
set off alarms. The fire, due to a
student tossing a cigarette into a
garbage bin, was put out quickly.

Ebola virus wipes out
Saskatchewan

Government officials in Ottawa
confirmed that the issue of yes-
terday’s viral destruction of Sas-
katchewan will be near the top
half of the agenda for next
week’s session. Parliament will
decide on what to do with Sas-
katchewan after a proposed bill
on mandatory leashes for geckos
is debated. The paperwork from
the gecko leash issue is expected
to fill several volumes, says Aide
Derek Boldly.

CNIB expands into deaf
market

The Canadian National Institute
for the Blind announced its plans
yesterday to enter the deaf mar-
ket, more than doubling the size
of consumers the company can
reach. “The CNIB has been very
successful at branding our name
and logo, and we feel that now
is an opportune time to expand
into another profitable market,”
said CNIB spokesperson Charles
Wilson. The rollout of the new
CNIB&D is expected soon.

Computer student’s finger
info brings joy and hilarity
to all who read it

UW computer student Mitch
Herriman’s finger information
brought joy and hilarity to his
Computer Science Club friends
late Monday night. The amus-
ing “plan” portion of Mitch’s fin-
ger information was discovered
by Hugh Stumpfrey, who was at-
tempting to determine whether
or not Mitch was logged on. “I
read it and Jolt came out of my
nose!” exclaimed Hugh.

“Uncle” discovered to not
have nephews or nieces

A Guelph native known as “Un-
cle John” was revealed to be a
man without any nephews or
nieces on Monday. The friendly
yet suspicious man has been
called “Uncle John” since 1978,
when he first came to Guelph
and told uninterested passer-bys
that he prefers to be called by that
moniker. Instead of calling him
John, most people will call him
“that guy” or start ignoring him
entirely.

100% of surveys have too
small a sample size

In arecent study of Spanish-lan-
guage, surveys in Toronto,
printed on' yellow paper and
mailed to at least 50 U.S. ad-
dresses on the fourth of any
month starting with ‘M’, Univer-
sity of Toronto grad students
came to the shocking conclusion
that 100% of surveys have a
sample size that is too small to
be statistically valid. Polling
firms plan on doing their own
surveys to confirm the results.

HONOURARY
DEGREES
CONFERRED
ON HOMELESS
PEOPLE

By CHADWICK SEVERN

Homeless rights groups are
cheering a move by the Univer-
sity of Toronto that will get
homeless people back on their
feet: honourary degrees.

“In the past, we’ve been giv-
ing away these degrees to the
likes of former American Presi-
dent George Bush,” said U of T
spokeperson Gail Rideau. “But
we have found that these figures
do not make use of their new
degrees.”

Rideau said that many people
feel these lucky recipients squan-
der their new-found education.

“I mean, with the degree that
we gave Bush, he’s now quali-
fied to become a professional
plumber or electrician, but
what’s he doing? Still jumping
out of planes and writing boring
books.”

For future graduation ceremo-
nies, U of T plans to give away
100 honourary degrees in fields
ranging from humanities to den-
tistry. The hundred recipients
will be culled from local home-
less shelters and food banks.

Randy Staff, an organizer with
the Toronto Homeless Efforts
group, thinks the move should
have been made a long time ago.

“We’ve been complaining
about the distribution of
honourary degrees for many
years,” said Staff. “I mean, most
of the people who get them al-
ready went to university or col-
lege. What’s the point? Now that
U of T is targeting the people
who ' need degrees the most,
we’ll be able to get these people
off the streets and into places of
business around the country.”

Staff says that most homeless
people’s resumes are lacking in
the education department.

“How can someone get off the

street corner when they can’t get
a job?” said Staff. “With these
new degrees, they’ll not only
have the qualifications, but also
the confidence to apply for high-
paying positions.”

One homeless person already
slated to receive a Bachelor of
Architecture degree has been
looking forward to the future
lately.

“I’m planning on starting my
own design firm,” said Randy
Starkman, who currently resides
in an alley on Adelaide Avenue
in downtown Toronto. “I’m lean-
ing towards Starkman and Co.,
although I’m also partial to The
Magical Starkman Architecture
Emporium.”

Starkman notes that he already
has several clients lined up for
when he receives the honourary
degree.

Eager to support U of T’s ini-
tiative, Mayor Mel Lastman an-
nounced that he will be ap-
proaching Starkman about de-
signing a new bus terminal at
Union Station.

“This is going to be the best
bus station in the world,” de-
clared Lastman on Monday.
“Starkman, as a former-home-
less person, has the keen insight
necessary to design a bus termi-
nal that will be the envy of every
other city. This is going to be an
incredible building.”

Irrational Toast

Four of Queen’s University new mascots strut their stuff at a

recuitment drive.

Queen’s University to start
recruiting heavy drinkers

By CHADWICK SEVERN

Queen’s University has an-
nounced that it is falling behind
in the ratio of sober students to
students that are stinking drunk.
In an effort to correct this, the
recruitment office of the school
will start focusing its advertising
at graduating high school stu-
dents that like to drink.
“Everyone knows that a well-
rounded university has both se-
rious scholars and serious drink-
ers,” said Queen’s spokesperson
Tav Worp. “We feel the grounds
grew has not cleaned up near

enough vomit outside our pub
for the past few years. It’s clear
that we are losing the drinking
student war to other universities
like Brock and Trent.”

Statistics Canada has released
a new survey showing that ap-
plied arts and technical colleges
are quickly becoming a haven
for the drinking student.

Nearly 80 per cent of college
students drink while only 65 per
cent of university students drink.
A decade ago, 90 per cent of
university students were drunk,
while for college it was near 70.

Irrational Toast

Canadian makes own lunch

Canadian Edward Fustos woke
up early Monday morning, went
to his kitchen and, using some
bread, a selection of meats and
cheeses, and an apple, created his
own lunch. Residents of the
small, rural town were shocked.

“We always go out for lunch,”
said co-worker Randy Newell,
“but when I asked him if he was
coming with us he said: ‘No
thanks, I’ve got my own’ and

held up some sort of brown pa-
per bag. It was kinda scary.”

Mrs. Fustos was distraught.

“I heard something in the
kitchen, so I went out and there
was Edward. Then I saw the jar
of mayonnaise and I just
screamed; he’s never done this
before!” she said.

Other residents of the sleepy
town are absolutely outraged:
“To think we have a sicko like

This man made his own lunch. If you see him, call the police.

Vancouver apartment tops UN
human development index

Third floor loft
named “best place in
the world to live”

By MiCHAEL THORSLEY

Citing “generally roach-free”
conditions and “cute female
neighbors just down the hall”, a
downtown Vancouver apartment
rented by Hans Feldman has
been listed at the top of the
United Nations” Human Devel-
opment Index. The index is gen-
erally considered to rank the best
places in the world to live.

In a brief ceremony at the UN
office in Geneva, Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan commended
Feldman on his extraordinary
work in furnishing and maintain-
ing his living space.

“Truly you are an inspiration
to people living with cracked
drywall and no air conditioning.
You have shown us that we can
do much better,” said Annan in
his prepared speech.

Feldman himself was some-
what surprised by the ranking. “I
clean up after myself and don’t
leave a lot of food lying around
so the bugs don’t come in. I
wasn’t really expecting it, but it’s

good to see that some people -

appreciate my efforts.”

Hans’ friends were more en-
thusiastic.

“[Feldman’s] apartment is,
like, so cool,” reported Hans’ ex-
girlfriend’s younger sister, Patty
Bernstein. “I mean, like, with the
hardwood floor and the Ikea fur-
niture, I totally loved to hang out
there. And with his Nintendo 64
that he let anybody play on, that

was just, like, really sweet. To
think my sister dumped him just
because he was, like, no good in
the sack.”

“I can totally count on Hansy-
boy to let me crash there when
I’m in town, even when I haven’t
called ahead, like one of those
spur-of-the-moment things,”
said Hans’ long-time friend
Stanley Chen. “We always kick
back in a couple of his big bean-
bag chairs and watch a few flicks

on his 52-inch TV and four-head
stereo VCR.”

The UN report did raise a few
concerns, however, including a
toilet that sometimes you have
to wiggle the handle of to get to
turn off and Feldman’s refusal to
pay extra to get some of the
higher-numbered cable chan-
nels, which may jeopardize his
chances of keeping the top spot
next year.

Feldman, however, took these
objections in stride. “The land-
lady’s gonna put a new gasket on
the john next week, and maybe
if I get a raise next year, I’ll see
about HBO.”

Irrational Toast

Hans Feldman has the best place to live in the world, accordng

to the UN.

e

that in our neighbourhood!” said
local councilwoman Ethel
Shadman. A lynch mob is cur-
rently being formed. Mr. Fustos
could not be reached for com-
ment.

Rooters

Reform blasts
Bloc: speaker

By Stu PoLLock

In a surprising political move
Wednesday, the Reform Party

eradicated its opposition in the
House of Commons. According
to witnesses in the gallery, Pres-
ton Manning stood and shouted,
“To hell with all you separatists!
We’re gonna Unite The Right,
and the rest of Canada with it!”

Taking this as a cue, the other
Reform MPs took out hand gre-
nades and lobbed them at the
Bloc block. Speaker Gil Parent
called for order in the ensuing
ruckus. Order was not restored
until Mr. Parent threatened to
have the Sergeant-At-Arms for-
cibly remove Reform.

In a related incident, Bloc
MPs’ offices all over Quebec
were razed on Wednesday. When
questioned about the incident,
Quebec’s Premier, Lucien
Bouchard, stated that “revenge
will be had against Canada”. No
details were released, but Pre-
mier Bouchard was heard to
mutter something about “Al-
berta” and and “carpet-bomb-
ing”.

Irrational Toast

Carrot Top tosses
props, career

Noted prop comedian Carrot Top
tossed both the props and his ca-
reer Tuesday.

This will be the extent of the
coverage provided for this story.
There will be no follow-up.

Rooters

Reform blasts
Bloc:@ker()

By Stu PoLLoCK

Reform Software Corporation
has announced its intent to rid its

class Bloc of its speaker()
method. Bloc is included in Re-

form’s latest set of standard class
libraries for the (kitchen- smk)
language, C++. i
“Bloc::speaker() no longer
serves a purpose in our, grangd
scheme”, said President an’fi
CEO of Reform, Dr.. Terry
Coplin. “The source code far
Bloc will be released to the pua
lic so that they can understand
why Bloc::speaker() is no longr
needed. i
“We have decided to focus on our
original product line, our graph-
ics suite.” He also added, *“We’ rb
also releasing our own versmn df
Minix, a UNIX-like operatmg
system written by Andgew
Tanenbaum.” i

Dr. Coplin announced last wee
that Bloc and the other &lasses
in Reform’s class libraries,were
“the wave of future software.de-
velopment”, and that “all busi-
nesses will soon see the need for
a Bloc in every office.”

About Reform Corporation =
Based in Waterloo, Canada, Ré-
form Corporation is an interna-
tionally recognized developer qf
award-winning graphics. Reform
develops products for the Win-
dows, Macintosh, and UNI3
platforms. Reform’s comm
stock trades on the NASDAQ
Stock Market under the symbal
REFF and on the Toronto?‘Sfo%(
Exchange under the symbdl
REFS.

[PREE T
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Study finds most newspa-
per readers don’t read
. stories, only headlines

A new study released from the
University of Waterloo Arts Fac-
ulty says that dumbskull readers
like you read only the headlines
in newspapers, and hardly ever
the actually corresponding story.
I mean, you’re not actually read-
. ing this, are you? I hope the edi-
tors only read the headlines too.

Quebec’s anglophiles go
on illegal strike

Lucien Boughard’s troubles are
far from over. The Quebec pre-
mier now has to deal with an il-
legal walkout by the province’s
English-speaking citizens. “We
are sick and tired of being treated
like second-class citizens,” said
Tony Hancock, the leader of
Quebec’s Anglophile Associa-
tion. “We are going to be strik-
ing until Bouchard is willing to
make Quebec a less hostile place
for us.”

Emiril Lq‘gosse hurt in a
BAM! traffic accident

Television chef Emiril Lagasse
was hurt inl a traffic accident yes-
terday afternoon in Montreal.
Witnesses heard a loud “BAM!”
and were horrified to discover
that the occupant of the car
wrapped around a hydro pole
was the popular cooking celeb-
rity. Policefear that Lagasse tried
to “kick it up too many notches,”
as the car|went out of control
when it reached the speed of 140
km/h.

Mayo Health Clinic says
Miracle Whip in fridge
has turned

The doctors of the world-famous
Mayo Health Clinic announced
yesterday that the Miracle Whip
in the fridge has turned. The
dressing, which is normally a
smooth, creamy addition to any
sandwich, is no longer fit for hu-
man consumption according to
the doctors. Mayo experts fear
that the tasty yet rancid dressing
may not be disposed of in a safe
manner.

Anti-adoption group
bombs animal shelter

The Nature-Only Animals terror-
ist group bombed the Crossways
animal shelter in Hull, Que., on
Tuesday, killing 17 dogs, cats
and turtles. The group released a
statement condemning all adop-
tions, citing them as inhumane.
“Pets should remain with the
owners of the mother,” said the
statement. A Crossways spokes-
person vows that the shelter will
be up and running again as soon
as they get some more pets.

Layout editor has really
bad day

Irrational Toast editor Terrence
Ford had an extremely frustrat-
ing day yesterday. It all started
when his wife of 8 years left him;
this was quickly followed by a
burglary, speeding ticket, meteor
strike, and a chronic shortage of
toothpaste. Misfortunes contin-
ued to plague the hapless editor
until he just didn’t have the en-
ergy to keep on working.
Frankly, the bloody articles can
just run off the end for all he

——

—Opposition parties
satisfied with federal
omnibus bill

Balefuls of praise
heaped on Chretien
- forbill

BY MiCHAEL THORSLEY

The opposition parties were
quick to congratulate Prime Min-
ister Jean Chretien as the long-
awaited omnibus bill was en-

« tered into law yesterday.

The bill, receiving praise from
all members of parliament, is de-

~ signed to improve the heath-care

situation, bring employment to
Newfoundland, protect Cana-
dian publishers from American
split-run publications, and bring
~ peace to the Middle East.
“Never before have I seen
such a perfect balance between
the needs of industry and the na-
tional desire for a thorough so-
cial safety net,” said federal NDP
leader Alexa McDonough. “I

. think we can safely say that eve-

ryone wins with this legislation,

“I COMPLETELY
CONGRATULATE
MR. CHRETIEN ON
HIS EXCELLENT
WORK. THEY GO
JUST FAR ENOUGH
WITHOUT GOING
TOO FAR.”

and there’s no longer any real
need for a left-wing voice in Ot-
tawa.”

Reform Jeader Preston Man-
ning was also thrilled with the
bill. “I completely congratulate
Mr. Chretien on his excellent
work. They go just far enough
without going too far. I think we
can look forward to another S
years of excellent Liberal Rule
next election.”

“WITH THIS BILL IN
PLACE WE DON'T
HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUT QUEBEC’S

UNIQUE CULTURE.”

Progressive Conservative
leader Joe Clark was a bit more
reserved in his praise saying that
he “agrees with the main thrust
of the bill, but might have done
a few things differently.” He then
added that he would probably
“defer to Mr. Chretien’s better-

informed judgment.”
As usual no one cared what
Gilles Duceppe had to say.

“NEVER BEFORE
HAVE I SEEN SUCH A
PERFECT BALANCE

BETWEEN INDUSTRY

AND THE NATIONAL

DESIRE FOR A THOR-
OUGH SOCIAL
SAFETY NET.”

Among provincial leaders,
Quebec Premier Lucien
Bouchard remarked that “with
this bill in place we don’t have
to worry about Quebec’s unique
culture. Separation is just point-
less now.” Ontario’s Mike Harris
was also extremely grateful for
the bill saying that “it’s obvious

now that none of Ontario’s prob-
lems are the federal govern-
ment’s fault. We should now try
take care to make sure our own
house is in order, just like the
fed’s is.” ] ’

“I AGREE WITH THE
MAIN THRUST OF
THE BILL, BUT
MIGHT OF DONE A
FEW THINGS DIF-
FERENTLY.”

Prime Minister Jean Chretien
was gracious in his acceptance
of this praise. “I couldn’t have
done it without my colleagues in
the opposition parties. You guys
are the greatest.”

This bill comes as the latest in
a string of good fortune for the
prime minister, with Jordan of-
ficially releasing a statement that
Chretien’s absence from the fu-
neral of King Hussein was just

M’ o

dandy because we were short on
chairs anyway,” and the pepper
spray inquiry closing early re-
porting that “there was probably
some involvement from the
PM’s office, but we’re willing to
give him the benefit of the

doubt.”
Irrational Toast
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EYE ON
AL GORE

Al Gore Shot By Lone
Gunman

Unsubstantiated Reports say that
U.S. Vice-President Al Gore was
shot.at 10:15 this morning by,
and this is very important, a sin-
gle, lone crazed gunman who
was not working for anyone
much less an international con-
spiracy led by the CIA and/or the
Freemasons. A Lone Gunman,
You hear me?! One! Only!

Al Gore gets sex change .

Unconfirmed reports say that
U.S. Vice-President Al Gore ar-
rived in Zurich this morning to
undergo surgery to remove his
external genetalia and increase
the size of his breasts to com-
plete his gender-reassignment.
Al, now called Allyssa, left the
operating table late this after-
noon and awoke feeling report-
edly “sore, but happy.” The Vice-
President’s decision to undergo
the surgery came in the wake of
his first sexual encounter.

Al Gore Reinforces ‘Fam-
ily Values’ Platform

Unconfirmed reports say that
U.S. Vice President Al Gore has
pledged to “support family val-
ues in any way possible” in a
speech to lobbyists at a
fundraising luncheon in Wash-
ington D.C. The Vice President
is reported to have called for
prayer in public schools, and a
repeal of the second amendment.
Christian Coalition President Pat
Robertson was unimpressed by
Gore’s Remarks.

Al Gore Lost at Sea as Air
Force Il Crashes

Preliminary reports place U.S.
Vice President Al Gore on board
Air Force II as it may have
crashed into the Atlantic ocean
off the coast near Martha’s Vine-
yard at 2:45 this afternoon.
Search and Rescue helicopters
are scouring the area looking for
any sign of the Vice-President.
Tipper Gore was near hysteria
when talking to reporters. “I
can’t believe my hubby’s gone!
[ want him so bad!”

Al Gore Kidnapped By
Aliens

Unconfirmed Reports say that
U.S. Vice-President Al Gore was
captured at 3:00 this afternoon
by aliens loyal to the Galactic
Trade Consortium. Consortium
leaders, speaking through repre-
sentative Kang, demanded $1
000 000 000 for his safe return.
Reporters were presented with
Gore’s severed finger as proof of
the Alien’s intent and ability.
Authorities will be negotiating
throughout the night.

Al Gore Wins Lottery

Early Reports say that U.S. Vice-
President Al Gore was among
three people to hold winning
tickets in the Michigan State
Lottery and will take a share of
the $2 million dollar prize. “I
don’t think the money will
change me,” said Gore, who al-
ready has yearly earnings well
exceeding $10 million, “I guess
I’ll just throw it on the pot.” The
other two people could not be
reached for comment. Gore
spoke on their behalf.

T S

NYC mayor to strike at young black male
homicide by promoting car accidents

By Mike HAMMOND

Under fire lately for the plight
of young African-Americans in
the inner city, New York City
mayor Rudolph Giuliani an-
nounced a program today de-
signed to remove homicide from
the top of the list of the leading
causes of death of black males
under the age of thirty by pro-
moting car accidents.

“Our new mandate,” said
Giuliani, “is a form of affirma-
tive action. In the rest of the
country, the most common cause
of death and injury of the youth
of the middle class is car acci-
dents. We will endeavor to bring
the untimely demises of our chil-
dren in line with the rest of the
country.”

Added Giuliani, “Death re-
spects no boundaries: not class,
not gender, not race. Death is
color-blind, and the least we can
do for our inner-city youth is to
kill them in a more socially-ac-
ceptable way than the ignoble
end most meet as crack whores
or drug dealers.”

The program will initially con-
centrate on promoting the use of

’

intoxicants while and just prior
to driving among those of the
legal drinking age. This will in-
clude removing all restrictions
on the closing hours of bars in
the area and introducing a new
“Guns for Beer” exchange pro-
gram.

The second phase is expected
to target 16- to 20-year-olds
(those under the legal drinking
age) by providing them with fake
ID’s and offering the services of
civil servants to buy alcohol for
them.

Giuliani’s announcement was
greeted with cautious optimism
by leaders of the NYC civil
rights movement.

“Mayor Giuliani’s efforts to
improve the lot of our young
deceased-to-be are admirable,”
said NAACP president Kweisi
Mfume at a rally in Central Park,
“But we must be ever vigilant,
and do everything we can to en-
sure our young people stop mur-
dering each other with guns and
drugs and do it with cars, like
civilized people.”

“We, as a people, need the
NYPD to cooperate with us in

Rudolph Giuliani

this,” added the Reverend Al
Sharpton. “They must do what
they know to be right in their
hearts, and stop their abuse of the
black youth. They must not pre-
sume all blacks to be either us-
ing or selling drugs; instead, they
must do their part to put these
youths behind the wheel of a car
with poorly-maintained brakes.
They must not pull over a car
simply because an African-
American is driving; instead,
they must attempt to run such a
car off the road.

“Then, and only then, can our
society live up to the words of
our founding fathers: that all
men are created equal, and that
we are all entitled to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of the 150-mile-
per-hour mark behind the wheel
of a Duster or Z228.”

Irrational Toast

NATO Discovers Reason for
‘Missile Aiming Blunders

Imperial
Stormtroopers
Piloting Bombers

By MiCHAEL THORSLEY

Under intense and growing in-
ternational pressure to eliminate
damage to civilian targets due to
bombs straying off course, a
NATO internal investigation has
revealed that a squadron of
bombers were being manned en-
tirely by imperial stormtroopers.

The error occurred when a
squadron of American air-force
pilots participated in an ex-
change program with the Galac-
tic Empire. Ordinarily, the
troops received on exchange, the
312th stormtrooper division,
would only study training tech-
niques and never see actual bat-
tle, but when command of the
troops was handed over to
NATO; knowledge of the ex-
change program was:lost in the
paperwork.

“We didn’t realize that these

soldiers weren’t actually the 38th
fighter squadron,” a NATO
spokesman told reporters, “De-
spite their high-tech armor and

weaponry, these troops haven’t
really been trained in marksman-

ship.”

Reporters were then shown
video footage provided by the
Galactic Empire of an entire
stormtrooper legion failing to
stop a small handful of intruders
from invading one of their
“Death Star” platforms. Despite
being armed with blaster rifles
and firing them at often station-
ary targets, the stormtroopers
still failed to score even one hit
against the rebels. At one point,
several dozen heavily-armed
stormtroopers elected to run af-
ter an invader, rather than fire at
him, obviously do to the greater
probability of success of a “pile-
on’ operation, rather than rely-
ing on their skill with their weap-
ONSSIMILN 9ALS ) NDID 9

Another video tape showed)aos

failed execution by firing squad.
The prisoner was eventually set
free, as the gunmen’s blasters ran

out of power before even once
hitting the prisoner.

When asked about the shoddy
training of his underlings, a sen-
ior Imperial military com-
mander, the sith lord Darth
Vader, said that, “when you have
the ability [via his death star] to
destroy a planet, you stop wor-
rying about whether or not your
troops can pick off individual
inhabitants.”

Vader then caused the reporter
who asked the question to choke
to death. He then asked if there
was any more criticism.

Despite their shortcomings,
NATO has no plans to end the
exchange program prematurely.
“While they won’t be flying
combat missions,” the NATO
spokesman said, “They will be
quite an asset in maintaining the
shield generator around NATO
headquarters. Also, should it
come to a ground invasion, they

; are the only troops trained to pi-
lotAT-Ad’s,»with one of ouriboyse,

filling the.gunner position, of
course.”
Irrational Toast

“Playboy promotes
homosexuality” Jerry
Fallwell says

By MICHAEL THORSLEY

Conservative preacher Rev.
Jerry Fallwell warned a packed
audience of supporters to avoid
letting their children read Play-
boy magazine as it can only lead
to homosexuality later in life.
Fallwell describes the magazine
as “an obvious ploy by the evil
atheist conspiracy to drag our

children into hell.”

Saddam Hussein
calls for resignation
of Bill Clinton

In what Democrat strategists
are calling a “highly-partisan
maneuver,” Iraqi head Saddam
Hussein called for the resigna-
tion of American President Bill
Clinton yesterday.

“Bill Clinton may have been

acquitted of the articles of im-
peachment,” said Hussein. “But
his shameful acts of lying to the
American people are an outrage
to the people of Iraq, and we re-
spectfully ask for his resigna-
tion.”
"~ Now that the impeachment
trial of Clinton is over, White
House officials were hoping that
they could get back to running
the country. However, with new
demands for his resignation,
Clinton is back in the hot-seat.

Many senior Republicans
hailed the request as progress
towards attaining peace in the
Middle East.

“We are not alone in asking for
Clinton to step down as presi-
dent,” said Senator Henry Hyde.
“This clearly is a victory for Re-
publican-Iraqi relations.”

Rooters

“When looking at naked
women, we can’t help but think
about naked men,” Fallwell ex-
plained. “Perhaps they’ve just
come from the gym where
they’ve been working out in
their spandex hot pants and mus-
cle shirts and they’re all sweaty
as they go to the showers and
snap each other with wet towels
against their tight, tight buttocks.
Or maybe they’re out on the
range wearing leather chaps and
tending to the horses with their
taut, rippling biceps and massive
pectorals tanned golden-brown
from a hard day’s work out in
the sun when suddenly they’re
all suddenly devoured by an un-
controllable carnal passion. All
of this from what you might
think is a harmless magazine.
Temptation is everywhere, vigi-
lance and carnal forbearance
should be our watchwords.”

Irrational Toast
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Serb Soldiers “Just
Handing Out Milk
and Cookies”
Milosevic Says

In a firmly-worded statement on
Serbian national television, Ser-
bian President Slobodan
Milosevic criticized western
leaders for bombing Serbian
troops who were “just handing
out milk and cookies to hungry
Kosovars.”

Milosevic said that the milk
and cookies were gifts from the
ethnic Serbian people to the eth-
nic Albanians as a “gesture of
friendship” to be followed by a
“great big group hug.”

State TV cut away to show
scenes of Kosovo Alabians en-
joying freshly-baked cookies
dipped in tall glasses of milk,
speaking of how good they taste
and smiling awkwardly. The red
laser dots on their foreheads,
viewers were assured, identified

Global war seems less
probable after birth of kitten

Cute, little, furry
kitty is so
cute, little, furry

By MicHAEL THORSLEY

The world took one more step
away from nuclear annihilation
yestéerday morning when U.S.
President Bill Clinton, upon
finding a stray cat who had just
given birth to a litter of kittens,
adopted one, the runt of the lit-
ter, for his very own.

“When | saw that poor little
kitten, struggling against its lit-
ter-mates for its mother’s teats,”
Clinton said, “I was reminded of
how small and insignificant our
struggles between nations
are...and 1f this fuzzy little kit-
ten can make it in such a rough
world, then [ think, so can hu-
manity.”

Clinton immediately called an
emergency summit of the
world’s leaders to discuss the kit-
ten’s situation.

Russian president Boris
Yeltsin was also moved by the

plight of the little kitten. “Look-

ing at that cute and fuzzy face,
who could stay mad at the impe-
rialist western powers? When
holding such a small dependent
little animal, we know that we

these Albanians as being Hindus.

Milosevic also explained away
the sightings of apparent mass
graves by U.S. spy satellites.
“Due to the criminal NATO
bombing, we couldn’t get some
of our milk to its intended recipi-
ents before the expiration date.
Instead of leaving it where chil-
dren could find it and drink it,
we decided to bury the cartons

“in shallow pits. Don’t dig them

up. They’re probably rotten.”
Rooters

have to save the world for it, no
matter how much work it takes.”

“Our petty little conflict with
Taiwan seems so small in com-
parison,” Chinese President
Jiang Zemin said, through a
translator, “Who can think about
bombing the hell out of such a
puny little island, when there are
so many creatures who need our
love.”

Later on, Jiang and Taiwanese
President Lee Teng-Hui signed
a joint statement declaring their
mutual love for the kitten. I
hope this leads to a new era of

compromise between Taiwan
and the mainland,” Lee said,
“Who would have though that
such a cute little animal could
show us the way.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair also petted the kitten for
several minutes, saying, “Oh,
what a good widdle kitty, such a
sweet widdle kitty, I’'m not
gonna blow up the world now,
am [?”

Tensions escalated briefly
when the kitten started coughing,
as if it had a cold. But shortly
thereafter it merely coughed up
a fur ball and meowed for the
first time, moving German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder

to tears.
A particularly touching mo-
ment came when Iraqi dictator

Saddam Hussein was given his
first chance to hold the kitten.
“I’ve never before experienced
such unconditional love from
anyone.” He immediately set
down the kitten and turned to
Bill Clinton and gave him a big
hug saying “I love you, Bill.”
Both men began weeping with
joy as Clinton returned the hug.
The summit then observed 15
minutes of siience so that the kit-
ten could take an undisturbed
nap on the conference table.
American officials say that the'
kitten is to be named Brody and
will be kept as a ward of the
Swiss government in Zurich,
where any world leader may
come and see and play with it
whenever he or she wants.
Irrational Toast
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Lord of Heaven
and Earth

Friedrich Nietzsche announced
it years ago; though premature,
his statement now has the ring
of prophecy. God is dead.

The death of God, also known
as Yahweh, Adonai Elohim, Al-
lah, and by dozens of other
names, came as quite a shock to
his literally billions of followers
when it was announced today.
“You’ve got to understand,”
commented Rev. Howard
Blakely of the First Pentacostal
Assembly, “we’d always
thought that the Good Lord was
going to be there. Everyone had
assumed that eternal life was part
and parcel of the divine at-
tributes, and let me tell you,
there’s heaps of folk who have
some serious thinking to do, now
we know that it’s not.”

Atheists are as shocked, if
somewhat more gratified. Ac-
cording to Carrie DeLong of
Freethought International,
“There was the initial start when
we realised that someone had
died who we’d never even
thought existed, but after that,
well, it’s pretty much business
as usual.”

When it comes right down to
it, you either loved Him or you

hated Him; God was the sort that

inspired strong emotions.

Very little is known about His
early career. In fact, no records
exist at all from before His
“Creation of the World”, and
most of those that date from just
after this momentous event in
God’s career are spotty and un-
reliable, prone to flights of meta-
phor instead of good solid fact.
We can say, however, that “Crea-
tion”, as God devotees refer to
it, has had a significant impact
on the development of Western
civilisation.

Another might have rested on
his laurels, but God was devoted
to His work. Sources say that,

after a marathon six-day session
of creation, He rested for only a
single day before getting back to
work. This kind of work ethic
was one of the things that fans
of the late divine being loved
about Him the most. “God was
always there to help out,” ex-
plained a tearful Christina
Denatska, mother of two; “He
would keep going so that we
didn’t have to. It was very com-
forting to know that he was
there.”

Unfortunately, while He was
quoted as saying that He saw all
of His creations as “good”,
God’s early work was not with-
out the bitter sting of disappoint-
ment. In an event that has gone
down in history as the “Fall of
Man”, the first humans, called
Adam and Eve, proved to be
somewhat less than perfect. Crit-
ics have called God’s response
to the betrayal excessively harsh,
given that it was the newly-made
humans’ first offense. God
apologists disagree. “It was a
matter of trust. God trusted
Adam and Eve. They let Him
down. Letting them off scot-free
wouldn’t have taught them any-
thing. I mean, sure, to-forgive is
divine and all that, but no one
ever said that God had to be for-
giving all the time,” explained
Rev. Blakely.

Much of the rest of God’s ca-
reer echoed his early work: well
thought out, but never quite
achieving His stated goals, often
because he didn’t take human
action into account. ' For'several
millennia following the “Apple
Incident”, as God insiders like to
call it, the Lord was somewhat
touchy; according to observers,
he did not take criticism well,
and would brook no disobedi-
ence. Dr. Janos Karek, a Profes-
sor of Psychology at the Univer-
sity of Toronto, interprets God’s
behaviour during this period as,
“akin to that of parents during
their children’s adolescence.
Humanity was growing up, and
God didn’t feel that they were
ready to face the world yet. Of
course he became manipulative
and controlling; most parents
acquire these traits, to some de-

gree or another, when dealing
with a rebe}lious teen-ager.”

Whether |Dr. Karek’s theories
are correc# or not, about two
thousand years ago, God appar-
ently suffered a change of heart.
The detailsL as is often the case
conceming‘ God’s personal life,
are unclear% Various testaments
concerning Jesus ben Joseph of
Nazareth (0 - 33), the self-pro-
claimed “Son of God”, exist, but
are rejected by many early devo-
tees of God’s doings.

It seems ¢lear, however, that it

was aroum* this time that God
became somewhat less involved
with his Creation. Few accounts
of his activities over the last two
millennia e)j';ist, and those that do
suffer from severe credibility
gaps. From what we know, the
Supreme Iieing began to trust
humans to find their own way,
and started to leave many of the
mundane operations of the uni-
verse to unserlings, specifically
the “Angels” and “Saints” so
lauded in the popular imagina-
tion. ‘
In fact, \Lhile never exactly
familiar, God became more and
more of a recluse in those fate-
ful years before this final pass.
He spoke sq rarely that for years
now, nearly anyone who has
claimed to fhave direct contact
with Him was presumed either
lying or deranged. There were
exceptions, of course, primarily
within organized bodies of reli-
gion, but for the most part God
had been forgotten by His chil-
dren: only |a name to frighten
children with, nothing more.

God’s personal preferences
and predilections, however, have
always been a subject of popu-
lar debate. In fact, He has gone
on record holding a bewildering
variety of opinions, oftentimes
contradictory to each other.
While His attitudes towards such
crimes as the murder of inno-
cents and theft are common
knowledge, numerous testimoni-
als have been made regarding
His thoughts on such diverse
subjects as abortion, homosexu-
ality, technalogy, just war, capi-
tal punishment, and small yap-
ping puppies.

God was best known for His role in the creation of the universe and all it contains. ‘However, as thej
focus of several majour religions; He was often seen as a figure of controversy.

God’s family was not available
to comment on His death. How-
ever, our correspondent in Hell
Konrad Henkin (deceased) re-
ports the Adversary’s reaction to
be gratified but pensive. Mr.
Satan commented that, while he
had never gotten along with his

Creator, he was somewhat at a
loss on how to continue. He de-
clined to comment on whether or
not he would be attending the
funeral.

We at the' Toast wish to send
our condolences to everyone af-
fected by God’s demise. So

many of us, havihg avoided
meeting our Maker for so many
years, now find that we have lost
the chance.
Matt Walsh, )
Irrational Toast el

Tragedy has struck on the set of
the latest commercial concerning
Star Wars related prize givea-
ways at Taco Bell, Kentucky
Fried Chicken (KFC) and Pizza
Hut restaurant locations. The
famed Taco Bell chihuahua has
died at the age of four. Named
“Gidget” (and sometimes affec-
tionately called “Dinky”), this

R R T A

dog first got her start when she
was the only dog able to speak
Spanish during the mascot audi-
tions. Apparently the language
had been an interest of her’s, and
a few months prior to her becom-
ing a celebrity was when she de-
cided that it couldn’t hurt to give
it a try. The first meaningful
records of her life begin at this

The Taco Bell chihuahua in he r prime.

TACO BELL CHIHUAHUA

point, where it seems that Gidget
was able to consistently achieve
top marks in her class. “She was
quite an inspiration,” a classmate
recalled. “After all, if a dog can
speak a language, you know you
should be able to as well.” The
other vocal talent that she dis-
covered at this time was her abil-
ity to make her voice sound dis-

tinctly male, a skill that seemed
to have it’s origins during mis-
hap in her youth involving a syn-
thesizer, a nine volt battery and
a fruitcake. A relative unknown
until this point in her life, Gidget
quickly began to gain recogni-
tion in local circles. And then
when word got out that Taco Bell
was auditioning for chihuahuas,
it seemed like the perfect oppor-
tunity to put her skills to the test.

Everyone running the show at
the casting call was immediately
taken by the dog and her linguis-
tic talents. Even better, the ani-
mal developed an immediate lik-
ing of the Mexican food offered
to her. “The enthusiasm wasn’t
an act,” assured her manager.
“It’s surprising that this affinity
for the food wasn’t discovered
earlier. If it weren’t for me I think
Gidget would have been happy
getting paid in tacos.”” And origi-
nally about eight pounds, the
constant snacking on the food
she was promoting did have
some affect on her weight. When
taking the final measurements
for the mascot, the undertaker
was heard to remark to his as-
sistant, “I think [ need a bigger
box”.

Gidget’s popularity quickly
soared as the Taco Bell mascot,
though she actually narrowly

Popular dog was top of Spanish class

escaped a brush with death in a
mishap during one of her first
Godzilla commercial shoots. But
having tapped into her natural
acting ability, she was willing to
continue on despite the risks.
Unfortunately, the end seems to
have now come at the hands of a
large crate full of lightsabers that
were to be used in a routine pro-
motional scene. Investigation
has revealed that the original
packaging of the crate had been
unbalanced, and it was foolishly
placed on scaffolding situated
next to a couple of tacos on the
floor. Replacements for the Taco
Bell promoter are currently be-
ing tendered, the leading con-
tenders being another chihuahua,
a chinchilla, and a wiener dog,
although none of them can speak
with the required accent.

The official cause of death has
been ruled accidental, and this
incident is being called a “regret-
table affair” by all. Yet despite
that, some suspicion has fallen
on the Colonel of KFC, as fur-
ther inquiries revealed that the
chihuahua didn’t confine her
harassment of the man to what
is seen in the on-screen script.
Indeed, the Colonel confided to
the Pizza Hut delivery girl be-
tween takes that he was “tired of
the constant pestering by that

animal about my secret chicken=
recipe”. However, as of this time
the Colonel has given no state-
ment to the press and no investi-
gation into his activities is pend-]
ing. The chihuahua leaves be-
hind no children, as tacos were
apparently her first love.
Greg Taylor,
Irrational Toast
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KRUG, Johann M.D. - Con-
cluding a long, full, and sat-
isfying life this past Sunday,
July 25th. Beloved husband
of Carol. Doting father of [!
Rudolph, Anya, and Gerald.
Friends and associates may
call at the GRAVE MAT-
TERS FUNERAL HOME
this Friday, 1-4 and 6-9 p.m.
Funeral service will be held
on Saturday at noon in the
GRAVE MATTERS FU- |
NERAL HOME Chapel. In-
terment at GRAVE MAT- }
TERS FUNERAL HOME
Graveyard. In lieu of flow-
ers, rememberances to the
Humber College Bursary
Fund for Mortuary Arts
would be appreciated by the |
family. Arrangements in the
care of GRAVE MATTERS
FUNERAL HOME. Associ-
ates note that Mr. Krug will
rest with satisfied customers.
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Doris HAZARD

'So what good is the Queen to us
'anyway?

The continued existence of the
‘British monarchy in Canada
‘would be laughable if it weren’t
'so insulting. It gives the impres-
‘'sion to the rest of the world that
‘we’re still some minor colony of
the decadent British Empire that
‘needs protection and guidance
'from our “Mother Country”.
‘Not to mention the continual slap
in the face of Francophone Ca-
‘nadians, the constant reminder of
their humiliating defeat and sub-
jugation by the English. Plus, the
‘Queen’s not exactly a spring

‘chicken, if you know what |

‘mean, and the next in line is

Bonnie Prince Charles, who’s;

just'an embarrassment to all
Englishpeople right back to King
Billy himself.

And so, the time has come for

~ save
- the
Queen?

Canadians to throw off the

“shackles of ancient imperialist

oppression. Down with the Brit-
ish Monarchy! No, I’'m not just
advocating full separation of
Canada from the Empire, al-
though God knows that would be
a welcome start. Such a simple
gesture wouldn’t even begin to
right the wrongs committed in
the name of the Monarchy.
These crimes must be paid for
in blood.

Thus I urge you: take up arms
against the Royals! We must not
rest until the entire House of
Windsor lies dead at our feet.
Dead, I say! And anyone who
disagrees is probably a sympa-
thizer who secretly yearns for a
return to the days of thralldom,
and thus deserves death. In fact,
I am willing to offer a $25,000
bounty to the man or woman
who kills Her Majesty, Elizabeth
IT of England.

Speaking of ancient relics
from the days of servitude, let’s
talk about the Senate. We have
one because, well, England has
one, and.it’s a good place to put.,

. aging political hacks who haye

served the current Prime Minis-

ter well. Usefulness? None.

Let’s wipe them out too.
Irrational Toast

- Seeing Dr. Claw’s face
ruins the movie for me -

A

CHESTER BARFY

I am vastly disappointed and appalled with the new
Inspector Gadget movie.

When most television shows are adapted for the
big screen, they stay faithful to the original. The
Avengers stayed true to Emma Peel and
whatshisname. The makers of the Flintstones fea-
ture went to great lengths making sure every noun
spoken aloud in the movie included a ‘rock’, ‘stone’,
or ‘boulder’. Even the Star Trek films continued
the propeirties set down by the classic television se-
ries: visit:a planet, blow up some ships, give some
characters some angst, and toss in some mono-
logues.

But Disney, who has conscientiously and care-
fully adapted small screen gems like George of the
Jungle and Mr. Magoo, has gone too far this time
by revealing the face of Dr. Claw in the new In-
spector Gadget film.

The titular protagonist in the multimillion dollar
undertaking is the reasonably popular movie star
Rupert Everett, well-known as being on several
“should have been nominated for an Academy
Award” lists for his perforance in My Best Friend’s
Wedding.

While Don Adams will always be Gadget in the
hearts and minds of countless Generation X twenty-
and thirtysomethings, the 1999 version of the do-
good yet clumsy mechanical policeman is Matthew
Brodetick; an actor who Hal ruinéd othétivise good

‘movies'like Cable Guy, Godzilla and ‘The’ Fresh-

man. Ferris Bueller aside, it’s disenheartening see-
ing Broderick still in the acting business. ;

The original show, by declining to reveal the shad-,
owy face of Dr. Claw, instilled a kind of fear in
young impressionable minds. With only a voice to
go by, viewers had to imagine themselves what the
big man looked like, and that image would most
likely come by the persona of whatever that viewer
found evil in the world. Dr. Claw could have the
face of Hitler, Stalin, or Nixon. The unseen facade
of Claw maintained the respect he needed over the
show’s seven years on the air. Sooner or later, au-
thorities would figure out what Cobra Commander
looks like, put out an APB and arrest the sucker.
With Dr. Claw, you have a man who has committed
countless dastardly deeds, and yet has a face that
no policeman can identify. “Uh, could you put out
a code red on a man...draped in shadows...always
with a big smiling cat?”

Damn you Hollywood!

Irrational Toast
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Why we need

the b

Mooby SIMMONS

It’s a sad, sad world out there when our
nation’s efforts at peacekeeping are
hampered by our own troops. 5

Over the past decade, Canada has sent
numerous ‘“‘peacekeeping” forces into
war-torn areas, often under the aegis of
the United Nations, and more often then
not they’ve gotten themselves into trou-
ble. Torturing the locals. Sexual har-
assment within the ranks. Looking silly
in uniforms. The list goes on. It’s
enough to make a discerning observer
think that we’ve got the wrong idea.

Not about the necessity for keeping
world peace, of course. Canada has
built up too much goodwill (in between
major blunders) on the international
stage by our willingness to meddle with
other peoples’ wars, for us to give up
the concept completely. The problem,
as is so often the case, lies in the human
factor. To wit: humans do not make
good peacekeepers.

It’s only natural, if you think about it.
We’ve gotten this far, evolutionarily
speaking, through competition. It’s not
to our advantage as a species to make
our competitors stop fighting each
other; rather, the more they fight, the
weaker they are when we come in to
mop up.

It’s time, then, to look at post-human
'solutions, if you would. Solutions that
don’t involve the vagaries of human
aggressions, that don’t come down to
face-to-face contact between stupid hu-

omb

t 2t

1

mans. Solutions that involve nuclear
weapons.

The concept of preemptive war was
first advanced in the fifties by such
preeminent thinkers as John Von

~ Neumann (the famous 1ﬁathem‘ai’i&i§n)

and Bertrand Russell (an even mare fa-
mous philosopher). While rejegtedjat
the time by the naive, foolish Ameri-
cans of that era, the idea nonetheless
has significant merit. When it domes
to keeping peace, nothing does a better
job than the capability to utterlysahhi-
hilate anyone who disagrees. Congider
the Cold War; for four decades, the .S.
and the U.S.S.R. stared at each 6; er
across the globe, but neither dared to
attack the other. Why? Nuclear Wéép-
ons. Riex

WHEN IT COMES TO,
KEEPING PEACE, NOTH-
ING DOES A BETTER JOB
THAN THE CAPABILITY

TO UTTERLY ANNIHI-

LATE ANYONE WHQ :

DISAGREES

In this age of “global harmonil” and
“co-operation”, most countries are
decommissioning their nuclear_‘aﬁsenals.
Thus, this is a time of opportunity for
forward-thinking Canadians who care
about peace to ensure it for good, or
else. ICBMs are available at bargain
prices right now, and if we don’t get
them, then you just know that Sggdam
Hussein will. ¥k

So our choice is simple: peace - on
our terms -- or slavery to the whijm‘s‘ of
a madman. What do you think? ,‘

Irrational Toast :
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EDITORIALS

LETTLTERS

It's my last day as
editorial writer and I
just don t care anymore

ell, the advertising de-

partment just didn’t

sell quite enough ad-

vertising for the past

six months, so guess
how the biz guy cuts his costs? That’s
right, buddy, they’re firing me, the edito-
rial writer.Not smart.

I’ve stil got one last editorial, and I’m
slipping i in five minutes before dead-
line. Theeditorial page editor will be up
to her eytballs in damn letters to the edi-
tors. Like those are ever interesting.

With tiis last column, I’ll finally be able
to say vhat I want to say, not what that
damn elitorial board feels like having me
shovel

Thee are some people around here who
are reil pricks, you know that? This isn’t
an eay job I got here, no sir. You’ve got
to wrte these pieces to persuade people
to agree to a certain line of thinking.
Youve got to dive straight into the con-
trov:rsy and formulate an opinion that the
boad is happy with and then you type
sone stuff on it and you go on and on
ancon. I mean, just look at this page! It’s
hadly anything but text! Text and text
anl text! Does anyone read this stuff?

And these guys who go off to baseball
games or cover some rodeo in Calgary—
wio do they think they are stomping
aound thinking they’re all high and
mighty. Sure, they get to have their little

illustrated caricature above their pieces,
and they get high-profile spots in the pa-
per, and the get paid more than me, (well,
when I was getting paid. I can’t beheve
it’s over.

I remember when [ started. It was a
Wednesday, the board had told me to write
something in favour of the United Alter-
native, and off I went, happy as a ¢lam.
That was a good piece. I write a pro-UA
editorial much better than those other
hacks who write pro-UA pieces for this
paper.

Well, here I am at the end of my last
editorial. What the hell am I going to do
now? Maybe I can freelance. Maybe I can
run for office. Maybe I"ll go through jour-
nalism school.

And with one last sentence, I am out of
here; I’d better make it a good one; a real
good one; maybe I can delay that sentence
by using semi-colons; that’s pretty ¢lose
to being grammatically correct; but/who
cares if it’s grammatical or not; this is my
last day; I don’t care anymore; maybe I
can just going on like this; as long as this
sentence doesn’t end, I can keep going;
my job would never end because this/sen-
tence would never end; this could be re-
ally good for me; especially if they’d pay
me by the word; but it doesn’t matter; be-
cause I can keep. this up forever; and I’ll
be able to keep this job forever; hooray!

Damn.

The United Alternative is wonderful

hen the right finally
unites, a magical
transformation will

dian political land-
scape. We will see a true alternative to
tle Liberals running up the middle dur-
irg election night. Under the right lead-
ership, we will see this incredible party
flourish in power, instead of drowning in
apposition, or worse, non-party status.
This is an exciting time to be involved.
Go out and volunteer at your local United
Alternative recruiting centre, or if there
isn’t one in your area, set one up. You
can make a big difference, all by your-
self—although if you find some people
to help, that’s even better. Try to encour-

envelop the Cana-

age the whole family to come out|and
make UA posters or web sites.
. ' membershi "“has its privileges—
ing aleader for this magnificent

alternative federal party. Strong leadership
is just that: strong and leadership. Choose,
but choose wisely. Wisely, but choose.

Canada will see a right-aligned party in
power again, I guarantee it. Jean Chretien
cannot stay Prime Minister forever.
Mulroney had the foresight to not run for
athird term. Chretien should do the same.
Hopefully, the Liberals will choose some-
one really inept to run the party for the
next election.

A new dawn in the political realm is
emerging. Join in on the celebratlon of all
things right.

[RRATIONAL TOAST

Chadwick Severn Writing/Editing/Art/Layout/Design/Prepress |
Matt Walsh Writing/Editing/Art/Layout

Greg Taylor Writing/Editing/Art

Richard Bilson Writing
Michael Thorsley Writing
Jean Knetsch Copy editing
Gigi Garbett Writing

Derek Kisman Writing
Michael Hammond Writing
Kevin Wan Min Kee Writing
Heidi Wilson Prepress

Start burying
Re: Bury the Gardner?, July
26.

I am disappointed with
the politicians that run To-
ronto, who seem to lack the
vision necessary to move
the megacity into the new
millennium.

Burying the Gardner Ex-
pressway is a vital task
which must be given top
priority in the years ahead,
and the dilly-dallying by
city councillors on this is-
sue is very distressing.

By burying the Gardner,
the downtown will finally
be relinked with the
harbourfront.

Our planners should not

stop there.
Burying Highway 401
from the airport to

Pickering is also vitally im-
portant to maintaining a
healthy transportation sys-
tem in Toronto.

By burying the 401,
North York will finally be
relinked with York and East
York.

Hopefully, the transporta-
tion department in Toronto
will soon remove their
blinders.

George Tolk
Toronto, Ont.

Life sucks

Re: The world is on an up-
swing, July 24.

This is exactly the kind of
self-righteous juvenile
twaddle that has made our
country the cesspool that it
is today. Mr. Bilson's
sophomoric article about
economics and human,
rights  show hxm to, be,
poorly educated ‘mostly il-
literate, and probably vio-
lent enough to kill any
proofreader who dared ven-
ture too close to his copy.

EARLY

However, my issues with
Mr. Bilson are my own af-
fair.

The statements which [
have most issue with are
those concerning the "gen-
eral mood of optimism" he
claims to be pervasive in
our modern culture. I feel
that he is misinterpreting
the signs in a very grave
fashion. Indeed, indicators
such as consumer confi-
dence point not to opti-
mism, but instead a suc-
cumbing to the futility of
everyday existence in this
Godless society that we call
"Canada".

Consider: if a soldier
knows that he is to die the
next day, what is to stop him
from indulging in every
manner of debauchery that
evening, since his fate is
sealed and he cannot
change it? In just such a
manner, Canadians have
lost all hope for salvation,
and hence feel nothing
holding them back from ex-
pressing their long-re-
pressed urges in such forms
as buying houses and trav-
elling abroad.

In conclusion, this coun-
try is going straight to Hell,
as are (I suspect) most read-
ers of this letter, and espe-
cially Mr. Bilson. And
while I do love my neighbor
just as Jesus commands, I
will enjoy the sight of all of
you inveterate sinners burn-
ing for all eternity.

Joel Phillips
Downsview, Ont.

Freelancing

e Re The rejection letter 1

» received from you when 1

tried to sell you an freelance
article I wrote about the lost
kittens of Brampton, July
23.

This is a great article! I

OVER

cannot see why the Irrational
Toast does not want to pub-
lishit. Do I have to do it spec
and then send it in?

I am so positive that this
article needs to see the light
of day, that I am including
the entire text of the article
in the second half of my let-
ter to you.

If you have any decency,
you will not edit my letter for
length, and allow the entire
letter, including the article to
be printed on your letters
page.

Thank you.

“The Lost Kittens of
Brampton:

Mary Dersher has a prob-
lem. Her kitten has gone
missing.

(Ed. note: We have edited
the remaining parts of the
letter for content and
length.)

The Brampton woman
finds the cat several days
later after a series of adven-
tures.

Norman Garrison
Brampton, Ont.

Toast wins war

Re: Irrational Toast takes
lead in Toronto’s newspaper
wars, July 22.

I can’t help but think that
your overview of how the
newspaper war in Toronto is
going is a bit lopsided and
biased.

Let me test my hypothesis
with a few quotes and com-
ments.

“The Toast’s circulation is
300,000 readers higher than
it was a year ago, while the
Globe’s readership is only

up by 1,000 readers.”

This statement, made in
the second paragraph of the
story, is pretty misleading.
The Toast did not exist a year
ago.

“The Toast has focused on

FLOWw ERRCR

in-depth investigative jour-
nalism covering topics rang-
ing from crime to politics,
while the Globe and Mail
has written a bunch of shit
for the past few months.”

This paragraph appeared
about a third into the article.
I can’t help but think that the
author has let his opinion
seep into the text of his story,
which a good reporter
should never do. Using pro-
fanity to speak of the con-
tent of a competing newspa-
per lacks professionalism.

“Most Globe reporters
play cards all day and drink
beer.”

This comment is not
backed up by any source in
the story, and is not attrib-
uted to anyone either. Re-
porters can not simply add
controversial facts to a story
without finding at least two
sources that confirm it. For
the reporter to claim that it
is “common knowledge” is
a bit absurd.

““While pages on the Toast
are carefully planned
graphical masterpieces,
pages in the Globe look like
articles have been tossed on
in a haphazard manner, akin
to an editor sneezing the sto-
ries onto the page with his
nose.” :

By this point, at halfway
though the story, the writer
is just getting silly, using in-
sults and bad imagery to in-
voke a sense of disgust thh
the Globe.

In the future, could you
please assign stories like thiis
one to an outsider, perhaps
freelance it to someone whp
works for the Globe. Yovfl
could print the Globe plece
and this one side by sxde,,
making a good point- counr
terpoint.

Blair Toric

Toronto, Ont.
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The newest revelation to come from NASA's space telescope gives scientists pause

Latest Hubble results support geocentric model of universe

By DERek KismMAN

The scientific community is up in arms
over recent Hubble Space Telescope
results. The newest images, little over
two days old, seem to clearly indicate
that the Universe is steadily revolving
around the Earth. Those in the know
are baffled, and those who neither un-
derstand space nor care about it are
forced to write about it since their regu-
lar column on Cricket scores was shut
down due to layout issues.

While NASA officials work around
the clock verifying that the spacegoing
telescope is operating nominally, the
photos have sparked dramatic and fe-
vered debate between the various
cosmological factions of the scientific
community. Tempers are rising and few
know what to think about these new de-
velopments. :

The photos, to the naked eye, merely
show a couple of uninteresting stars and
coffee stains left by a negligent opera-
tor on the graveyard shift. But to an
advanced Doppler Shift Refraction In-
dex Decoupling Parallel Processing
DooHickey, they are an ill omen signal-
ling the end of everything astronomers
have accomplished in the last 300 years.

According to NASA, the results seem
to indicate that either the Universe is a
uniform sphere about 50000 miles in
diameter, rotating slowly around the
Earth, or the camera on the Telescope
is wobbling slightly. Indignant engi-
neers quickly discounted the second
possibility.

When questioned as to why nobody
had noticed this before, NASA experts
just shrugged and chalked it up to ex-
perimental error. “Astronomers simply
assumed they needed to set the toler-
ances higher in their equations,” quoted
the President of NASA, who asked that

his name be withheld.

Asked how in the world they’d man-
aged to make manned excursions to the
moon, which would lie considerably
beyond this sphere’s shell, they shifted
uneasily and said that certain small fac-
ets of the moon landings, such as their
existence, may have been fabricated to
make the Communists nervous. When
pressed they admitted most of their sat-

ellites were still in drydock. “We just
use AM radio waves to transmit GPS
locations; it works just as well,” the
President admitted. “At least the Hubble
Space Telescope is up there. Itis all set
to provide us with a wealth of informa-
tion on distant gal&ldots; er, I suppose,
nearby galaxies.” When we requested
more information on Hubble’s findings,
he smiled tolerantly and promised to

reveal all at a later date.

Creationist philosophers have reviled
the new findings, saying that these find-
ings counteract everything the church
and churchgoing public have believed
for hundreds of years. “Any #!$@ing
idiot knows the Earth revolves around
the #$!@ing sun. Who the @$!$ do
these bastards think they’re fooling?”,
the Pope was quoted as saying. Other

theologians contend that the findings are
merely the first stage of the Apocalypse,
and point to several Bible passages
which predict exactly this. Challenged
about the applicability ofthese passages,
they smiled tolerantly and promised to
reveal all at a later date.

Expansionist Model acvocates, call-
ing a rapid press confetence, trium-
phantly announced that this result has
been predicted by their newest Quan-
tum-Gravity equations aid the joint
Olla-Kraka-Chit simulation. Pointing
to the remarkable similarity between
their astronomical predictions and
Ptolemy’s epicycles, they smphasize
that the pictures come as no surprise to
them and, in fact, merely reassert their
dominance in the field. Asked for more
theoretical predictions, they smiled tol-
erantly and promised to reved all at a
later date.

Aristotlian advocates, the firs of their
kind in 600 years, convened ahurried
meeting to discuss administratior details
and a global code for their new chap-
ters. Plans for regular Bingo nigtts and
potlucks are already underway. Regard-
ing the significance of the Hubble re-
sults, their leader reportedly said “Vhoa
man, what a rush!” Asked to elabarate,
he smiled tolerantly and promised to
reveal all at a later date.

Nobody ever asks my opinion, and
technically I’m not supposed to print it,
but I think that this is all merely a hoax
put on by the American Government in
league with the Jamaican Illuminali and
the Mafia to raise the price of twéed in
an attempt to corner the world market.
It’s obvious if you think about it, rally.

By the way, last night’s Cricket game
score was 6 to 3 for the Australian tam.
If you need more information, I prom-
ise to reveal all at a later date. |

Irrational Toast

[ife found on Mars

NAME YOUR Prick!

We at SouLBROKERS know that one man’s
trash is another man'’s treasure. And we
also know that, for the average Canadian,
the fate of one’s immortal soul does not
hold very much importance. So why not
sell it to us?

Quit worrying about Heaven and Hell! Sell
your soul to us, pick up a little extra cash,
and feel a warm glow in the new void at
the centre of your being that someone
who wants your soul more than you do
can now have it!

Whatever you want, we have a way of
providing it. Stop by your local
SouLBrOKERS outlet today and free yourself
from the tyranny of spirituality!

For more information, call 1-877-768-5648

New development
delights scientists,
subscribers

By GREG TAYLOR

A group of scientists have announced what may
be the most surprising find of this century. Ap-
parently a covert examination of the planet Mars
has been underway for years, coordinated by the
organization WISDUM (Wise Individuals Solv-
ing Diverse UFO Mysteries), and their recent
investigations culminated yesterday in a press
conference. Ledby the leader of the five primary
scientists, this conference explained that the dis-
covery by WISDUM was, “Life, but not as we
know it”. Perhaps an understatement, given that
their secret experiments, which included the
launching of a small probe at the red planet years
ago, resulted in photographs taken on Mars that
include a picture of an issue of ‘Life’ magazine -
carefully preservedin a presumably airtight pack-
age.

“It really was a shock seeing that image come
up on my screen,” admitted Fox, another scien-
tist in WISDUM. “But there’s no denying it; for
[ actually hold the pioof here in my hand.” What
is equally as startlingis that the images displayed
by Fox indicated thaithis not a historical relic of
an ancient civilizaticn, but is instead an issue of
‘Life’ magazine that will not be published for
another ten years. Ye the image is fuzzy, which
implies either a hoax,a publicity stunt, or some
freak time travel accdent. Dr. Beckett, also a
member of the team, jrefers the latter explana-
tion. “I mean, those sotts of accidents happen all
the time,” he asserts. 'Plus ‘Time’ is also the
name of a magazine, sc there’s a definite corre-
lation here.” His beliefsare echoed by the other
doctor on the team, one*Doc” Brown.

Reactions by those atthe press conference,
however, were reserved & best. “I mean, it’s de-
lightful to think that I cai renew my subscrip-
tion in confidence,” obseried a reporter for the
Toronto Numb, “but how (o we know the arti-
cles inside this magazine ar¢any good?” Appar-
ently there’s no way of telling, since the probe
sent to Mars can only recorl images, and it is
unable to manipulate anythingit finds. An over-
sight? Perhaps, but as Browt noted, “do you
think we would still be in thee jobs if we had
the money to build somethiny that sophisti-
cated??”

Certainly this discovery is a matter of pride for
these elite five, as they have been searching for
something of this nature for many years, almost
to the point of disillusionment. Mr. Solo, the fifth
team member, remarked, “When Fox first came
running into the control room shouting ‘There’s
Life on Mars, there’s Life on Mars!”, I just thought
he’d finally found what was left of that candy
bar we lost in the computer room several months
ago. But as it turned out he was talking about the
planet!” Added Beckett, “Who knows where that
candy bar is now...” :

Efforts are underway to try and retrieve the Life
itself, but it isn’t believed that such efforts will
have much chance of success for at least another
ten years. In the meantime, a follow-up investi-
gation is supposed to reveal whether there is ac-
tually any correlation between this event and ac-
tual martians. The scientists are also hoping to
extend their examinations to other planets, an-
ticipating equivalent success. The first option pre-
sented was that of Mercury. “After all, we have
several flasks full of it in the lab,” Fox quipped.
But as to the Life on Mars, the whole experience
was nicely summed up in one word, uttered at
the conclusion of the conference by WISDUM’s
enigmatic leader: “Fascinating”.

Irrational Toast

Mars, the fourth planet of our solar system, has
long fascinated space-minded observers. This
new discovery has set many Mars-watchers into
frenzies of wonderment; who knows what other
magazines might await mankind’s eyes, covered
by the shifting dunes?
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Julia Roberts likes taking risks.

In her new film, Runaway Bride, she plays a
woman who has dumped four different grooms
at the altar. In comes freelance journalist Rich-
ard Gere (and let me tell you, not all freelance
journalists look or act like Richard Gere) to pro-
file her for his newspaper column. She starts
having second thoughts about her current groom,
and falls for Richard. Your typical romantic com-
edy.

Will Roberts first foray into the genre leave
audiences reeling?

“I hopé not,” said Roberts in New York. “I
figure I'm in pretty good hands with (director)
Garry Marshall.”

Marshall feels that an actor has to have a cer-

tain quality to them to, perfofm believably in a
romantic comedy. ; ¢ |

“You have to portray a character that is in love
with someone other than the top-billed male ac-
tor in the film, and-then gradually fall in love
with that top-billed actor,” sdid Marshall at the
press junket for Rupaway Bride. “I’m pretty sure
that Julia can pull,that off.”

Roberts, known mainly for her guest-appear-
ances on NBC shows like Friends and Law &
Order, says that, starring in a/romantic comedy
was something;she’s been wanting to do for a
long time.

“I’m more used to surprising the audience with
my roles, like when I dump Chandler in the bath-
room leaving him in female| underwear,” said

Roberts. “With a romantic comedy, everyone in
the audience knows right from the start that I’'m
going to end up marrying Richard Gere at the
end of the movie. I've really got to be a lot more
interesting in this role in order to keep the audi-
ence from leaving.”

Marshall admits that the studio forced him to
cut the original ending of the film, where
Roberts’ character ends up. running-away-fram _
Gere’s character at the altar as well.

“The studio made the point that they’d like to
make some money on this film,” said Marshall.
“And since I've got points on the gross, I have
to agree with them.” :

Gere, known mainly for starring in bad dra-
mas, said that he feels comfortable performing

. o
in the romantic comedy genre. /'-"’
“In most of the movies I’ve done, the gizdie
or is sent to prison or somethirig. ’'m pretty
happy to do a movie where; no matter what kind
of a jerk I am throughout the film{’T end up with
the girl at the end,” said Gere: g
Roberts said that she will most likely, retdrn
to guest appearing on NBC shows in.he future.
“I.can now say that I've done afomantic com-

~edyRgaid Roberts. “Ifecl4ik€1 ve accomplished

what I’Ve wanted to Say in this genre, and can
move on te.gther things, like horror, science fic-
tion;drama, doﬁa‘riiwmury« tragedy, Shakespeare,
mysiery, musical, and perhaps a regular com-
edy”

Irrational Toast
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Confusing doors on Biology 1.

The Davis Centre

The entrance to the Games Museum in the Applied Health building

A student does laundry in Village 1
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The genhouse

The underground hallway between South Cami)us Hall
and Arts Lecture Hall

Volleyball outside the Student Life Centre
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Disney to release Shaft remake

Animated version
removes excessive
violence, adds songs

By MiCHAEL THORSLEY

Disney’s stock price rose three
cents as it was announced that
the Studio’s next big animated
project will be a remake-of the
1971 hit movie “Shaft”, sched-
uled to be in theaters in the sum-
mer of 2000.

“We expect that kids will re-
ally be able to identify with our
version of Shaft,” said Disney

CEO Paul Eisner, speaking of the
title character. “We are really
trying to bring out the humanity
of the character, without stray-
ing too far from the original clas-
sic story-line.

“Our Shaft is a fun-loving
surfer who believes strongly in
passive aggression as way of re-
solving conflict. It will be a
heart-warming story of how he
rescues the daughter of Bumpy

Jonas, a poor widowed

restauranteur, from the clutches
of the evil Mafia barons.

“We hope that watching this
film will teach our children the
value of chastity until marriage,

as well as letting our young boys
know that it’s all right to be in
touch with your feminine side.”

Dick Van Dyke has already
been cast as the voice of Shaft.
When asked about his character
he would only say that “[Shaft
is] a complicated man, and no
one understands him but his
fuzzy animal friend, Tupac.”

Animators have been hard at
work capturing the distinctive
style of Shaft. Van Dyke’s facial
features have been incorporated.

Disney insiders also indicate
that remakes of the two sequels,
“Shaft’s Big Score”, and “Shaft
in Africa” are scheduled to be
released direct to video in 2001
and 2002 respectively.

Irrrational Toast

‘WITHOUT PEER’

UW’s mathNEWS |
awarded highest
journalistic honour

By MATT WALSH

In a decision that took most observers by surprise, the
Pulitzer Prize Foundation awarded one of their highest
honours to mathNEWS, a student publication in the Uni-
versity of Waterloo’s Mathematics Faculty.

The prize, which is awarded “for a distinguished ex-
ample of meritorious service by a newspaper through
the use of its journalistic resources” according to the
Foundation’s guidelines, was bestowed upon the self-
described “rag for the discriminating palate” for its tire-
less efforts in improving the lives of math students.

“As a ceaseless bastion of journalistic integrity, the

~mathNEWS is without peer,” said board member Joseph
Barton in a statement to the press. “Throughout all man-
ner of political bickering within the Math student gov-
ernment, the paper managed to keep an objective stance
and report all sides of the issues equally, while main-
taining the high level of entertainment value which it
has been known for throughout its twenty-seven year

|-existence. It truly is the most erudite and articulate stu-
| dent publication around.”

i | “AS A CEASELESS BASTION OF

JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY, THE
MATHNEWS IS WITHOUT PEER”

The decision has naturally sparked a controversy in
the journalism world. Allegations that the Pulitzer judges
had not in fact ever read a copy of mathNEWS have
been circulating, but so far the board has had no com-
ment. The New York Times, thought to be a shoe-in for
this year’s award, is launching an appeal, and expects
support from many other major American newspapers.

The Toast tried to reach the editorial staff of
mathNEWS for comment, but encountered several dif-
ficulties; two of the editors were off campus, one was
too busy marking to comment, and the fourth had locked
himself in a computer lab and refused to talk to anyone
“until the damn trains run right.”

Irrational Toast
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Tinky-Winky to demonstrate heterosexuality on-screen
FLIPSIDE

15

IRRATIONAL TOAST, WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 1999

(&
X

ilming has just wrapped up on a special
episode of the popular children’s TV
show, Teletubbies. The episode, guest
starring Pamela Anderson, hopes to fi-
nally cast aside rumors that one of the
main characters, Tinky-Winky, is gay.
It features a twenty-minute sex scene in which

“We came to the conclusion that this is the only
way we can reassure concetned parents out there
that all of the Teletubbies are God-fearing
heterosexuals and are a good influence on today’s
toddlers,” said a spokesperson for the production

the program.

“I wanted to help,” said Anderson. “I felt that
Tinky-Winky had been given a bad rap by certain
right-wing people, and I knew in my heart of hearts
that his sexuality was one which I could help prove.”

=T |

Tinky-Winky will
be demonstrating

Tinky-Winky makes explicit and passionate love to - company. ‘ When apprised of the fact that one of the con- his manly
Pamela, leaving absolutely no question as to his Pamela Anderson had said in the past that sex doms used on set had a hole in it, Tinky-Winky heterosexuality
sexual preference, as well as finally indicating what  scenes were behind her, but decided to change her  would only comment “Uh-oh.” The episode is slated next week.

those things on top of the teletubbies’ heads are for. mind after seeing how much| her own baby enjoys  to air later this week. Michael Thorsley, Toast staff

8%'s Jeff moves to Backstreet Boys as number

one pick in 1999 Boy Band Draft

By CHADWICK SEVERN

The most popular member of the
boy band 98° was the top draft
pick of the 1999 Boy Band Draft.

Jeff, who consistantly ranks in
the high 40s in opinion polls, was
seen as many in the music indus-
try as the top pick in this year’s
draft.

While nobody was surpised
that Jeff, an 6-foot-4 alto, was the
first pick on Monday, there were
several surprises during the
three-hour long draft proceed-
ings.

N’Sync chose Toronto-based
Peter Luciano from the band
V.LP. as their first pick.

“I’m really excited to be their
first pick,” said Peter after don-
ning the N’Sync cap and shirt.
“I hope I can make a good con-
tribution to the band.”

Asked whether his bee-
bopping would fit in with the
smooth sounds of N’Sync, Peter
said that he felt it would be a
good match.

“I’m going to hop on a plane
and meet the band tomorrow,
and we’ll start practicing on the
weekend. We’ll have to juggle
around a few songs to work in
some solos for me.”

Tom Lamos, manager for
N’Sync, felt that the group could
use some new faces to mix things
up a bit. j

“I'think Peter is going to be the
new poster boy of N’Sync,” said
Lamos shortly after the draft.

“This is an exciting time to be
running a boy band.”

Lamos also  grabbed
Magnetics member Todd during
the second round.

“We feel that Todd will one
day be a solid member of
N’Synec, or perhaps a spin-off
band from N’Sync,” said Lamos.
“We’ll let Todd into the record-
ing studio to dabble a bit with
the band, but he’ll probably not
be a full member of N’Sync for
a couple of albums.”

The Backstreet Boys added
three new faces to the group, and
is looking to trade for another,
according to manager Jerry
Watly.

“With eight members, I think
we may be a bit heavy in the alto
and bass departments,” said
Watly. “I’d really like to trade
Howie and Kevin for a singer
with some more range, and get
our numbers down to a more
managable level.”

Both bands moved up the Bill-
board charts with the moves, and
both hope to improve their num-
bers on a yearly basis.

“We take each day one at a
time,” said Watly. “One gig here,
another there, a recording ses-
sion here, a signing session there.

“I’m confidént that we will re-

main frontrunners for many
years to come, especially with
the infusion of talent that we
have had this season.”
Irrational Toast

TOM ARNOLD
- REITERATES DESIRE
THAT TRUE LIES 2
BE FILMED

By CHADWICK SEVERN

Hollywood star Tom Arnold ap-
peared on several talk shows last
week reiterating his desire to
appear in a sequel to the motion
picture True Lies.

Armold impressed Leeza’s au-
dience by saying that he would
be willing to put all of his other
projects on hold if Jim Cameron
gave him a call to say the movie
was on. Arnold confirmed off-
camera that the projects he was
referring to included several
commercials and an appearance
at the opening of the Highland
Valley Mall in Asaka, Japan.

Arnold starred in the original
True Lies along with Arnold
Schwartzenegger and Jamie Lee
Curtis. The movie went on to
become 1994°s third-highest
grosser with nearly $150 million.

Citing the fact that most se-
quels don’t go forward due to the
lack of interest by the stars or the
original, Arnold pointed out that
he was very much interested in
playing the role of Albert “Gib”
Gibson again.

“If Jim was thinking of not do-
ing True Lies 2 because Arnold,
Jamie and I didn’t want to do it,
I just want to make it clear that
at least one of us wants to make
it,” said Tom Arnold. “That
would be me.”

Arnold later said that if the se-
quel isn’t made, he would be
happy to appear in whatever
movie Cameron would make
next.

Irrational Toast

NBC to air 7 new e

NBC chief
makes surprise

announcement after
fifth sambouka

By CHADWICK SEVERN

In a surprising move, a drunk
NBC chief announced that the
network would air seven new
episodes of the hit TV show
Friends back-to-back at 2 a.m.
this Friday.

“I just love Friends so much,
don’t you?” said Harv Wallis,
who became the top man at NBC
earlier this year, and became
drunk at 2 a.m. last night. “I
mean, we got the episodes, and
we got people who want to see
those episodes, and so I put two
and two together, and I say we
air those episodes on Friday! At

2 am.! Yeah! Are those pret-
zels?”

The episodes, which were
originally scheduled to premiere
in September as a part of the new
fall season, are hastily being fin-
ished by Warner Bros. to meet
the pushed-up deadline.

“We feel confident that we can
deliver the seven episodes of
Friends in time,” said Warner
Bros. spokesperson June Molly.

After sobering up the next
moming, Wallis made attempts
to undo the abrupt schedule
change.

“Ah shit,” said Wallis after
hanging up on a conference call
with top affiliates throughout the
United States. “We’re locked
nto Friday at 2 a.m. It’s too late
to change it. FCC rules, you
know.”

Always looking on the bright
side of things, Wallis called a

press conference to get the word
out about the unprecedented
new-episode summer marathon.

Viewers will be able to see the
conclusion to the May cliff-
hanger much sooner than antici-
pated, when the episodes reveal
the fall-out from the quickie
Ross-Rachel| marriage, Joey’s
delayed movie, and Monica’s

and Chandler(s impending wed--

ding.

“My drunken slip-up will be a
boon to the viewing public,” said
Wallis at the conference. “In-
credible all-new block program-
ming like this is something you
won’t see on cable or pay-TV.”

During thel 1998-99 season,
Friends regularly pulled down a
25 rating, 30 share of the view-
ing audience.

Wallis admits that the early
morning slot for these seven epi-
sodes will probably lead to a

slightly smaller rating.

“Only NBC’s promotions de-
partment can save me now,” said
Wallis.

The advertising department
went.into a frenzy of promo
blitzing a few minutes after
Wallis’ decision. Tagged as a
“Must See Friday Morning”
event, commercials for the
Friends-a-thon have aired during
every commercial break on NBC
since the announcement.

With only 15 new episodes of
Friends left for the 1999-2000
season, Variety predicts that
NBC will have a hard time
spreading them out over the
course of the year.

“I can see one of two things
happening at NBC,” said Vari-
ety writer Jenny Honest. “Either
new episodes of Friends will be
confined to the sweeps months
of November, February and

The cast of NBC’s Friends

May, or the show will be aired
in two more seven-episode Fri-
day morning blocks.”

When the news of new Friends
episodes leaked, the competing
networks reacted swiftly.

ABC and Fox will

visodes of Friends on Friday at 2 a.m.

counterprogram by airing
infomercials during the 2 a.m.
slot. CBS has decided to air four
repeats of Diagnosis Murder in
order to draw as many in the
adults 29-55 market as possible.
Irrational Toast
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BOINGITO THE ' MOVIES

Eyes Wide Shut’s female star, Nicole Kidman.

Eyes Wide Shut or
Austin Powers?

Eyes Wide Shut is in many
ways Austin Powers: The Spy
Who Shagged Me. Both films
star Tom Cruise and Mike
Myers. Both films are a comedy
and a sexy melodrama. Both
films have scenes where the an-
tagonist of the film goes “Shh!”
over and over. Both films have
huge orgies where everyone
wears masks.

How would one tell these two
very similar films apart? Well,
you could go by the title, for one.
One of them is called Eyes Wide
Shut, and one of them is called
Austin Powers: The Spy Who
Shagged Me. Another clue
would be the credits at the end

of the film. If the director is a
master of his profession who has
recently passed away, you know
which film you’ve seen, and no,
Alfred Hitchcock has been dead
for many, many years, so it
wasn’t The Birds that you just
saw.

Trying to decide on which film
to go see is a difficult choice.
Your best bet would be to con-
sult the movie directories avail-
able over the phone, on the
Internet, or in any newspaper
besides this one. Then, figuring
out which films are playing
where, go to the theatre which is
closest to you, and see the next
film that will be spooling off the
projector.

It’s hard for reviewers like
myself to review two

extrodinarily similar films. I
hope that you have an easier time
of it. If you catch onto any sub-
tle differences that I may have
missed, please email them to me.
I’d be happy to mention them in
a future edition of this column.

Come to think of it, there is
one big difference between the
two films. One is longer than the
other.

I think I’'m going to go lie
down for a while to see if any-
thing else comes to me. I know
that this newspaper pays me to
note these things. I’ll find some.
I’m sure of it.

Bottom Line: Go see both mov-
ies and bring your notepad.
You’ll be surprised at what you
see!

Irrational Toast
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Do you have chemistry? The Ontario Science Centre opens its
new exhibit on acids, displaying a wide range of uses for acids, from
papier maché volcanoes to burning people. That’s from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. in Don Mills. It's mayor time Come meet Mayor Mel Lastman
in Mel Lastman Square. Mel Lastman will be serving cake and will

T.0. TODAY

be the last man there, maybe until 10 p.m. Hot enough for you?
There will be a fire in the Beaches area tonight, when arsonist Gary
Toople will be loose on Queen Street. Expect a bunch of firetrucks

to block the Queen streetcar at around 6:24 p.m. Live up the life
The CN Tower will be running its elevators today, as its experimen-
tal “Take the stairs, go for free” program is cancelled. Toronto
weather There will be clouds, there will be sun, and there will be

fun, fun, fun. Irrational Toast
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Streetcar-firetrucks
experiment over

Firetrucks that use
streetcar tracks unable
to cover entire city

By CHADWICK SEVERN

A disappointed Trevor Simpson,
one of the chairpersons of the
Toronto Transit Commission,
confirmed yesterday that the
firetrucks equipped to run on
streetcar tracks will no longer be
in service.

“Like the Red Rockets and
PCCs before it, an era has come
to an end,” Simpson said.

When Metro Toronto was
merged into one megacity, the
new Toronto council decided to
merge all of the fire departments
together with the TTC. The TTC
was reluctant to take on addi-
tional duties in Toronto, but
caved in quickly when the gov-
ernment promised them some
money.

The TTC has had a bus short-
age for several years now, so the
Toronto Council and the TTC
were leaning towards using the
fire trucks already in their pos-
session. This changed when the
Ontario Government stepped in
and insisted that they use a new
prototype streetcar-firetruck

combination called the Peter
Wett.

The Wett, developed and built
in Sudbury by Ontario Govern-
ment-owned Tonka Industries,
was hailed by the Ontario Gov-
ernment as the future of fire
fighting. Equipped with two
large water tanks, three hoses,
plus an array of sophisticated
fire-retarding systems, the Wett
could put out house fires in four-
fifths of the time it takes for regu-
lar firetrucks.

A test run for the Wett was held
in March, and was a huge suc-
cess. The Wett was at Spadina
station, and responded to a fake
call at King and Spadina in
record time.

“The streetcar tracks down
Spadina are in their own right-
of-way, meaning that we can zip
right down without worrying
about cars getting in the way. We
would have been two minutes
faster if we didn’t knock our pole
off the wire going so fast around
Spadina Circle,” said Gord
Lasenby, the driver of the trial-
run Wett.

Most of the streetcar tracks in
Toronto however, do not have
their own right-of-way.

“But the streetcar-firetrucks
have a higher capacity of water.
We may get there a few minutes

The Peter Wett firetruck in the High Park streetcar loop.

late, but we’ll have tons of wa-
ter to toss at the fire!” replied
Lasenby.

In the time that the Wett’s have
been in operation, seventeen
houses and businesses have
burned to the ground. Investiga-
tions have revealed that the rea-
son why most of them burned
down was because they were

nowhere near streetcar tracks,
preventing the Wett’s from mak-
ing a timely rescue. The most
recent house to burn down was
on Church Street, which does
have streetcar tracks, but the
Wett did not make it in time to
the house. The siren had mal-
functioned and the only

noisemaker left at.the. firemen’s .. Clair Street, and only.on.certain .. .

disposal was the familiar
streetcar gong. Cars ignored the
gong, and the Wett was blocked
at the Church/King intersection.

Unfortunately, the Ontario
Government did not foresee the
problem of running a firetruck
on streetcar tracks. Toronto has
no useable tracks north of St.

major streets south of St. Clair.
“Whoops,” said Hamilton
Southeast MPP George Hanson.
“We thought that Toronto had
streetcar tracks all over the city.
You know, that’s what we
heard.”
Hanson later admitted that he
is completely clueless.
. Irrational Toast. ix
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Time to continue
beyond phase one

BY GREG TAYLOR
City Columnist

I think that it’s time to consider
expanding Toronto once
again, from our tiny megacity
into a multimegacity, or some-
thing along those lines. [ mean,
what’s a mere two and a half
million people? Why settle for
fifth place among North Ameri-
can metropolises? We can do
better than that! Let’s really, re-
ally get ourselves noticed! (Hey,
things can’t really get any worse,
right?) '

We can start with Vaughan,
“the city above Toronto”.
What’s with that slogan anyway?
It seems to imply that they’re
better than us. I don’t think so!
And of course along with
Vaughan, it’s natural to grab
Markham too. Then to balance
everything out (in a somewhat
symmetrical fashion), grab some
of Durham county — especially

Mejg-acily

till t
Pickering — and all of Peel. Yes,
the whole district. Peel doesn’t
look that big anyway, and who’s
going to miss it? Plus many peo-
ple mistake Mississauga as be-
ing part of Toronto already. Ei-
ther that or they think it’s a mis-
spelling of Mississippi. So we
nicely get rid of all those prob-
lems at once.

Now, we specify this set of
acquisitions to be Phase 2 of a
ten phase plan - implementing
the master plan in stages to en-
sure that no one gets suspicious
until it’s too late. And in the
meantime, everyone gets the
opportunity to sit up and take
more notice of us. Note that
while the actual timeline has yet
to be formalized, it is my belief
that by Phase 6, Ottawa should
have become the newest addition
to Toronto, meaning that Toronto
will become the new nation’s
capital. This is naturally in ad-
dition to it being the capital of
Ontario, though Phase 7 should
quickly render that a moot point,

MANY PEOPLE MIS-
TAKE MISSASSAUGA
AS BEING PART OF
TORONTO ALREADY

when all of the province is ab-
sorbed and Toronto becomes the
capital of itself. The last three
phases will involve incorporat-
ing the rest of Canada. Then it
is during the final phase that the

position of “the mayor of To-

ronto” will be renamed to be “the
Prime Minister of Toronto”, for

0 Sm-allﬁ

the sake of tradition. Inciden-
tally, this should also improve
Toronto’s reputation, as Canada
is highly ranked among coun-
tries of the world, and those few
individuals who have bad things
to say about the city usually like
the country as a whole. Logi-
cally, this is also a good selling
point when seeking later expan-
sion into the United States (look-
ing beyond the last phase).

Of course, some of you may
be against this plan; indeed, you
may recall I was against the first
amalgamation back when I was
the Scarborough columnist.

But at this point I think that
I’m really starting to connect
with the whole Toronto atmos-
phere. I have adjusted to the
community, and I no longer be-
lieve that these feelings are
something that should remain
confined within a mere six mu-
nicipalities. The Toronto expe-
rience is something that should
be shared. And there are defi-
nite benefits to the expansion
plan; even at Phase 2, the expan-
sion of our subway system out
to Mississauga could generate
many jobs in construction alone!

And by changing the ‘Canada’
section of our newspaper into the
‘Toronto’ section, the old ‘To-
ronto’ section can be removed,
saving paper and helping the
environment!

And of course, as a final bo-
nus, in working to create a new
multimegamegacity we might
get to have another vote for
mayor this year... and if we do,
I really doubt that I'll be voting
for Lastman.

Irrational Toast

Toronto police take p;rt in
“Guns for helicopters™ progr

Force will trade in
firearms to acquire
police helicopter

By CHADWICK SEVERN

Toronto police will be giving up
their guns and other weapons as
a part of a deal made with Bom-
bardier to get a helicopter.

The aviation company will
give the police force one helicop-
ter for every set of 10,000 guns
that it receives.

“This will go a long way to-
wards eliminating guns in this
city,” said Mayor Mel Lastman.
“We’ll get our helicopter, and it
going to be the best helicopter
in the world. Crime will drop
hundreds of percent. This is an
incredible deal!”

Irrational Toast

This device would catch Toro

nto criminals in the act.
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The Guru goes out in search for information on little painted white lines, and writes this article about it
TRAFFIC GURU

ear Traffic Guru, Go downtown and
have a look at Adelaide Street. Why
are the white lines painted on Ad
elaide Street several millimetres
thicker than those painted on Rich-
—mond Street?
o (Upon receiving this letter I rushed out and ex-
-(amined the white lines painted on both streets, and
odiscovered to my amazement that the Adelaide
oones are indeed slightly thicker than their counter-
parts on Richmond.

I immediately phoned the top man at Toronto’s
transportation department, Rich Cerilius, to get to
the bottom of this diabolical discrepancy. Cerilius
invited me over to his office, which is a wonderful
pad on Queen Street near Toronto City Hall. The
transportation offices are quite magnificent, and
contain lots of neat maps and|such; there’s not a
bare wall in the place. Ceriliug fixed me up a cof-
fee, as he showed me the blueprints for the “bur-

ied” Gardner, which is a sight to behold. Just like
the Big Dig in Boston, this is something the fed-
eral government should definitely get involved in.
Can you imagine having Toronto’s waterfront ac-
cessible from downtown? Anyways, I’'m getting
off-track. Rich’s office has several great paintings
of old Toronto buildings, like Toronto’s first post
office, and that funky-shaped building on Front.
Rich sat me down—his chairs have great back sup-

port—and he gave me the whole scoop on the
Adelaide-Richmond white line issue: “How the hell
do I know? It’s a god damn line! I’ve got better
things to do than run around with rulers and meas-
ure freaking lines on the roads, you know.”

Send your inane or interesting questions about
Toronto s traffic or transportation to Traffic Guru,
The Irrational Toast. Include your address so that
we can come over and ask you stupid questions
too. Like why are the flowers on your front lawn in
such bad condition?

Eleven die in deep-water

- cooling incident

e

By MATT WALSH

‘ ragedy struck Toronto’s downtown core yester-
ay, when a design flaw was discovered in the new

‘deep water” cooling pipe, which was already in

operation.

- Employees of the financial management firm of
rooks Associates were extremely surprised to

discover fish in their air conditioning vents. Their

surprise turned to dismay wihen the fish were
closely followed by several tons of water, ruining
the office furniture and drowning eleven slow-
moving temporary employees, who had not been
properly instructed in exit procedures in case of
an emergency.

Deep-water cooling systemg work on the prin-
ciple that the water at the bottom of a large body

of reasonably still water — such as Lake Ontario —
is significantly colder than the air, on a warm day.
Thus, one can pipe water from the bottom of such
a body of water, run it through the ventilation sys-
tems of a building so cool the air, and then send it
back into the lake. Such systems have been used
for several years to service the air conditioning
needs of the skyscrapers on Bay Street, among
other buildings downtown.

However, it seems that the new pipe, which was
brought into operation two weeks ago, did not
undergo any rigorous testing. Specifically, accord-
ing to Toronto civic engineer Donna Villers, no
protection against fish wandering into the pipe had
been considered.

“It’s always the simple things that get you into
trouble in this business,” she explained to the Toast.

“They never even thought that fish might decide
to go exploring. So the next thing that happens,
there’s hundreds of the wet slimy things in there,
clogging up the pipes. It’s no wonder that the
damned things burst. I’m just surprised that they
took two weeks to do it.”

Brooks Associates has refused to comment on
the incident as of yet, only mentioning to the Toast
that they would be placing an ad soon for more
temps. Apparently, however, the firm is consider-
ing lawsuits against the contractors who built the
pipe, the owners of the building, and the Federal
Ministry of Fisheries.

Construction of the three other identical deep-
water pipes has been stopped until further notice,
said Villers.

Irrational Toast
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he TTC ran some subway trains last night. Wow! ‘j
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Supporting Characters, and Stupid, Stupid Plotiines
WTN World's Funniest Tampon Ads Martha Stewart, Dying (slowly and painfully) Movie: Topless in Seattle '
TV i You Can't Ei@t on Television |Please Don't Do That an Television For God's Sake, Stop Doing That on Television _[Oh, the Humanity!
1 |
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DIVERSIONS

Scorpio: Prepare to eat some donuts

HOROSCOPE

Jovig ey 499

By You Know WHO

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Travel is al-
ways good
this time of
year. Get out

~
4
@J
/ of any large
c e mieint

buildings and avoid as many lec-
tures as possible. Absorb your-
self with dolls/action figures and
setup the Trojan War on the
kitchen table. Take extra time
to talk to your mate to show them
you haven’t gone nuts.

—_

Taurus (April 20-May 20).
Avoid talking to
your mate as he/

i\~ she may wish to
£>¢ @ throw you over-
; board. Get a late
start today, be-

cause the morning sun is unusu-

ally cruel to those who have

gotten as little sleep as you. Be
particularly rude to anyone who
gets in your way. Tell them
curtly to “Get the hell away”.
Married life gets a little boring.
Look for “fun” outdoors.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Stay inside today,
and avoid any
Tauruses (they’ve
got attitude prob-
lems this time of
year). Mercury kisses Mars and
gives you Snickers. Increase
your luggage collection today.
Eat as much chocolate as possi-
ble. Laugh out loud, and don’t
wear pink with plaid.

ee
\/

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
4 Fashion sense is
~ your strong point,
& " so wear plaid with
w\b fluorescent colors.
( Attract as much at-
tention to yourself
as possible, since you really, re-
ally want it. Dye your hair if
need be, and wear it in pig tails.
Male Cancers should grow a
goatee. Lady Cancers should try
the same. Watch for a stolen
piece of luggage. In general,

avoid the hospital.

oo 5

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)

Go to the
hospital and
bug the
nurses for a
checkup.
See if you
can get a

sponge bath out of it too. Enjoy
sunlight. Be chipper and offer
your good humor to all with a
repetitive knock-knock joke. If
you see a Taurus, be sure to stand
in their way and not leave until
you’ve cheered them up. Keep
a close eye on any luggage you
may have. Tell everyone you
know that you’re having a party
at someone else’s house. Then
inform that someone that you
really love them, and will be hav-
ing a small get together at their
place.

Virgo (Aug.23-Sept.22)
Unfortunately,
\ any Leo’s you
know will likely
try to invite you
to some crazy
party. And the
Cancer’s seem to
have become needful for atten-
tion. Do yourself a favour and
avoid both at all costs. Instead,
invite a Taurus over and get
drunk. Talk about the weather
and look at the stars. Keep an
eye out for lost luggage, or lug-
gage that may need you to take
it home.

Libra (Sept.23-Oct.22)
Jupiter is the
biggest planet
: in the Solar
@ . System,  is
- moving into

Pisces, and is
giving you particularly good
weather. Take a little time out to
play with your dog. If you don’t
have one, your mate will have
to do. If you don’t have one,
you’re out of luck. Seek
Capricorns for companionship.

Scorpio (Oct.23-Nov.21)

Ne€ip biuinie
i 6:')\ crashes into
alhRE ) Taurus and cre-
ﬁ <’\ ates quite a
J‘\ commotion.
You benefit

since everyone will be confused
at which point you show up and
settle the masses. Ignore any lost
pieces of luggage, as they may
bring bad luck. You’re creative,
imaginative and able to prove or

discount any argument by refer-
ring to peanut butter.

Sagittarius (Nov.22-Dec.21)
Your allergies
to peanuts are
acting up
again. Avoid

~

\/

talking to Scorpios for that very
reason. Be careful when deal-
ing with money, though some
may be contained in a piece of
luggage you may encounter to-
day.

Capricorn (Dec.22-.lun.1 9)
Resurrect an

Fak old imaginary
Pt friend for old
"'4-\ N time sake.

\ Imaginary
friends are

your focus for the next month.
Never let your imaginary friend
out of sight, and definitely don’
let anyone sit on him/her. If that
happens, you will be devastated
and unable to continue on with-
out a good 15 hour power nap.
Don’t pay more than you have
to for low-fat versions of your
favorite dishes.

Aquarius (Jan.20-Feb.18)
You’re moti-
vated to fry a re-
ally fat side of
pork. Enjoy the
grease, and feel
the arteries soak
it in. Listen for gossip in the
workplace, but keep to your
tasks at hand. Friends, while
enjoying your company, may be
more annoying than you can
handle. Tell them to not take it
personally. Leo’s are especially
annoying.

A

Pisces (Feb.19-March 20)
Friends are glad
5) to share your

F /. money. You’ll

be in need of
\»f“.

e

more of it soon.
Set up your
“dealer” to leave some for you
in some luggage. Don’tlet stress
sway your playful mood from
your partner and your pals,
Leave early this morning or risk
getting caught by your boss or
more serious authorities,

If Your Birthday Is Today
You are going to have a really
long day that will begin with an
unexpected workplace crisis that
will likely interrupt your dinner
tonight, while you and your mate
have the best ideas on how to
make it “go away”. Put your
heads together and go walking
or bicycling with pals. It’s not
such a good day for romance, but
remember, it’s Saturday when
you can catch up on your rest.
Irrational Toast

CHESSBRIDGE By Greg Taylor

NORTH
AKRBPP
N
oN
&N
WEST EAST
aN aPP
vPP P
oR ¢PPP
&Q0BPP &PP
SOUTH
a\Void
vKRBP
¢QBP
R
Vulnerable: West-North
Drug Dealer: East
The bidding:
Eost South  West  North
Pass Pass 1 *  Poss
Pass lw Pass 1a
24! Poss Pass 4o
All pass

* artificiol and forcing
Opening lead: Club Pawn o b5
Hint: Some kink on a8

“You idiot!” remarked North
to his partner. “Why didn’t you
" run the spades to guard against
the king endplay?”

“What was up with that heart

bidding, you loser?”” South coun-
tered. “We might have been able
to put them down in clubs.”

The key to this game was
West’s quick establishment of bS
- a variation of the Minbari Gam-
bit (first employed by
Straczynski). This lead was won
by dummy, due to East’s pawn
placement at a7. Seeking to
draw trumps, South continued
with the heart knight but that
trick was won by West when all
subsequent heart pawns were
promoted to queens by being
played at a8. At this point, West
takes advantage of East’s signal
bid to go for chinese takeout -
and the second club pawn is
played as a queen! This forces
another round of pawns, won by
South when he reverses the
takeout by playing his diamond
pawn.

But now South faces a prob-
lem; even with one heart pawn
still missing, action must be di-
verted away from rank 8 or else
it is unsafe to play the kings.
Attempts to do this by leading
the diamond Queen and Bishop
proved futile, as West countered
with rook and trump to place
action on d5; a round of bishops
followed, returning to the dread

a8 square! South will now face
a checkmate no matter what he
attempts as East’s spade pawns
are promotable. (And as you
know, loss of the trump king
loses the game, despite the po-
tential for 5 total tricks.)

Could South have avoided this
fate by running spades from
dummy initially? Careful analy-
sis indicates that with the b5 set-
ting, it was South’s last, best
hope for game... yet even then it
was doomed to failure on ac-
count of East’s potential for
shadow play. (A gradual lead-
ing to the corner position by trick
6 with the assistance of West’s
clubs.) So was North’s game bid
of hearts in error? In fact this is
not the case either. Despite mini-
mal point support, the knights
would have been a significant
asset had East not been dealt a
pawn abundance. And two clubs
would have been makeable by
East-West owing to the lack of
king checks in a minor suit.
(Thus it was a powerful bid to
make at the time!)

So in summary: Even by do-
ing everything right, it appears
that you can still lose. So there’s
not much point in playmg, is
there?
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Whatever By Jeremiah King

I HATE IT WHEN "2
1S ALWAYS

LISTED

CRYPTICCR 0 S S W O R D Puzle by J. Knetsch, A. St.-Amand, D. Pollock, G. Garbett, S. Ward, M. Walsh

articles. (5)

ACROSS

1 Headless man in wheelchair makes a
wave. (6)

4 Car club in disarray meets spies
under tree. (6)

10 OD toll mixes cob, stanches wound.
(5.4)

11 G d back, r d Ann
from game of laws. (5)

12 Crushed and b d deed

centered around boor (3.4)
13 Reject weight around climbing iron.

(2,5)

14 Sound of her superi
products. (13)

15 Please, Aunt Val, tell me about the
movie. (13)

20 Regarding the shop: bring it back. (7)

21 The list of players includes Love, but
he’s chicken. (7)

23 Muffled sounds of precipitation
beside team captain does nothing. (5)

24 Age marks bird’s claws. (5,4)

25 Resident insect follows X. (6)

26 Puzzled Nietzsche lost prize, tattied. (6)

DOWN

1 Discounts about miserable Kathy. (7)

2 Tossed garbage peripheral to the
mundane. (7)

3 Spoon out 500 divided French

rity grinds milk

Low attendance support-group mixer:

Spanish dance. (7)
xy=yx in silence below business
domain. (7)
Happy drug without essay read aloud
smells of distinction. (7)
Murdmr's rmrd didn‘t pass
d to E

ds;

lew' us. (1,4,8)

Successful politician obfuscates age;

L

voters torn. (5,8)

15 Carry on in your caper, sister. (7)

16 D ’s assistant foll tease (in
disarray) towards sunrise. (7)

17 Reduce unordered collection of brass.

(7)

18 Beg for the following location: di
(no dessert). (7)

19 Sharp claws rake across tender
Carla’s hand. (7)

22 Director Welles, you left our son. (5)

CANADIAN CRISS CROSS by Jean Knetsch, Amanda St.-Amand & Matt Walsh

ACROSS dore P 3. Chr g 10. Soup server, 28. Time in office lawyer
34. Street in (obs.) circa 1753 29. Bedovin Sheikh  41. Military horn
1. Make a Uptown 4. It's human 11. Alternate 31. Workshops 43. Fruits or
depression Waterloo 5. Bunch of tall structure of 35. Burned shampoo
7. City in Missouri 35 Arghian people organic 36. Bother 45. Tufted marsh
13. Not far currency 6. Lovely Liv or compound 37. Roman plant
14. Turmoll 38. Champagne ugly Steve 12. Cheek household 50. Traders’ venve
15. In heat producer in 7. Childish 19. Container guardian 51. § (abbrev.)
16. Cart-pusher Rheims 8. Unity 22. Moderate 39. Indian corn 53. Actress West
17. Folks 41. Member of 9. Writing 26. ___andye 40. Sean, to '54. It's cold
concerned Berenstein implement shall find * Madonna’s outside!
about schools family 4
18. Three Facesof 4o Dancing i
iR surfada? 1 T [ RRT Ve AR % |8 |9 0% ]2
20. Issvers of 44. Search (obs.) ]
driver’s 46. Drift seaweed 13 14
licences 47. Anger L
21. Breach of 48. Imitate
contract 49. Rio 15 16
23. Went q 52. M TJ
24. Confederate 55. One who
general Robert cashes the rent ¥ 1 g gt
25. Crown Royal cheque
and Chivas 56. to go 23 24
Regal 57. Ford flops
27. Payer of alms 58. Peaceful = o o
30. ___ culpa DOWN
32. Tract of arable
land 1. Bungling fool 31 32
33. Old Commo- 2. Homeric hero
34
JIN[3|H[3I|S s|1|3jsjdajl3
O[N|I |H|V[H H[{O[S|S|3|T a7 38 39 20
aj3[i1|g9(n|v J|A[N|V|H|D ) |
3|d|V ERLCAN dH{v([n 7o} 43 F¥) 45
S|H|3|S d|V]|1 Hlv|3|g
WIN|N|W T3 AT |H|S
algl3 Tia.la 46 47 48
Vi3l \AER]
MIERCIENERN SEINE 49 50 51 52 53 54
313 |7 N|V|H 1|H[OfL
Alw]a EINE v[L]|d 9 56
H|O[A|N|[3[A T|v|d|[L[S|3
J|S|V[I|N|N Alg|H|V]|3|N 57 58
N|I[7}{d]|O]|r LIN[I[A|N]I
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Cola prices

skyrocket

overnight

Cola now

$1.99 per litre
in Ontario

By CHADWICK SEVERN

Beverage consumers are dealing
with thirst-related frustration
ever since Tuesday’s sudden in-
crease in cola prices.

Customers at all-night conven-
ience stores saw the first bump
to $1.49 around 2 a.m. Monday.
By the time regular business
hours rolled around, each litre of
cola cost $1.99.

“This is ridiculous,” said irate
Coca-Cola drinker Fred Peters.
“That was the same Coke on the
shelves as yesterday, but they’re
charging twice as much.”

prices steady as the wholesale
prices on sugar and corn syrup

rose,” said Pepsi-Cola spokes-
person Bob Whyte. “Our profit

margins were shrinking at an
alarming rate.”

Documents obtained by the
Toast show that costs in refining
sugar and producing cola have
rose by five per cent during the
last six months. Pepsi has been
able to offset that increase for the
most part by finding cheaper

“water. Over the same six month

period, the amount of profit
Pepsi has made on a litre of cola

dipped from 86 cents to 85.7

cents.

“We were beginning to reach
the point where we could no
longer afford to not pass on the
rising costs to the consumer,”
said Whyte.

" Bottlers for popular colas Tike

. Coke and Pepsi blame the sticker

shock on the rising price of crude
sugar, a vital ingredient in all
non-diet varieties of cola.

“So far, we’ve held our retail

Other beverage companies
quickly followed suit with their
own price jumps.

“The soft drink market is a
volatile one,” said RC-Cola vice-
president Tim Barlows. “But it’s

Consumers were shocked
Tuesday fvhen the price of
Coca-Colajshot up to $1.99 per
litre, more than double
Monday’s price of 99 cents.

alsoa cycli&: one. We’ll see these
prices fall again.”

Liberal MP Joseph Colle pick-
eted the bottling plant on Fair-
way Road, jcalling for regulation
and price-setting.

“The drinkmakers have had
free will toI;et prices for far too
long,” said Colle. “With Coke
and Pepsi, you basically have a
duopoly, and when they charge
whatever tgey want, the drink-
ing public suffers.”

Whyte said that regulating the
soft drink lindustry is a non-
starter.

“Pepsi has been given a bad
rap,” said Whyte. “We're suffer-
ing too. We had to scale back our
launch of Euro-Pepsi for the new
millennium, We’ll be starting in
the northern hemisphere instead

of going worldwide on January,

) i ;

Whyte added that the southern

hemisphere introduction to
Euro-Pepsi|will take place in
early February.

Fin“rmcial Toast
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Adults Only Video expands

into breastless mar

By KEvIN WAN MiIN KEE

If you walk into your ordinary
sex shop you’re usually inun-
dated with jokes about breasts,
advertisements of women with
enormous breasts, and expensive
chocolate shaped genitalia.

Adults Only Video, Inc.
(AQV) plans to change all that.
In what may be viewed as an in-
stinctual business maneuver,
AOV is creating a new division
devoted to avoiding fully or par-
tially exposed breasts.

“There’s nowhere to buy sex
toys that’s not a mainstream tri-
ple-X type store. And that means

_big time breasts.” said Spokes-
“person Yvonna O’Toole.

“What we want to do is create
a store that’s great for families.
Somewhere you might want to
go on a family vacation.”

Planned merchandise includes
a variety of well-researched sex

e

By MicHAEL THORSLEY

“I just wanted some Timbits,”
young Jeremy Winter, 8, says of
his decision to spend two dollars
given to him by his grandfather
three weeks ago on the sweet
pastries. Others, however, are
much more critical of Mr. Win-
ter’s fiscal judgement in invest-
Hing in a commodity with such
limited growth potential.

The money was given to Win-
ter by his grandfather after a long
discussion about how when he
came to this country he had only
two dollars, an amount equal to

toys from top-of-the-line
breastless Japanese vibrators to
breastless spaghetti.

The sole requirement is the
lack of reference to breasts.
“We’ve seen some very innova-
tive products that completely
exclude breasts” commented

“WE’VE SEEN SOME
VERY INNOVATIVE
PRODUCTS THAT
COMPLETELY EX-
CLUDE BREASTS”

O’Toole. We may even venture
into breastless furniture, and
more importantly, clothes de-
signed with something other than
breasts as the focal point.”

The proposed shop stands in
stark contrast to the standard
dimly-lit big breast-themed sex
stores where a customer scuttles

that which he gave his grandson,
and how after a lot of hard work,
everything was ‘all right’. “Af-
ter a schtick like that, I thought
for sure he would immediately
take that money and put it into
some blue chips or something,”
Winter’s grandfather said, “but
instead, not twenty minutes later,
he comes back to me with a box
of Timbits. Where’s the sense in
that?”

Little Jeremy would be well
advised to listen to his grandfa-
ther’s financial advice. After
Ernst Winter’s emigration to

et

in, makes a quick purchase and
hurries out with the bag under
his/her coat! The concealment
is clearly to avoid exposing huge
breasts.

“We’re trying to put the cus-
tomers at ease. We want to show
them that there is more to life
than enormous breasts and that
they should not have to endure
hundreds of Ereasts to get what
they want.” |

The avoidz%nce of products that
contain ads with silicon-breasted
porn stars has some industry in-
siders worried. O’Toole ac-
knowledged 'such opinions and
informs ske%ptics not to fret.
“AOV has no plans to abandon
breasts completely”.

AQV has niot yet decided on a
name for the new division. Pro-
posed ideas include “Anything
Butt Breasts” and “Boobs Rn’t
Us”.

Financial Toast

Boy squanders potential
fortune on Timbits

Canada following the second
World War, he turned his two
dollars into the fourth largest
cracker and flatbread company
in North America. The two dol-
lars given to Jeremy will likely
meet with a less prosperous fate.

“Timbits depreciate very rap-
idly,” says Irrational Toast Finan-
cial Analyst Georgina Garbett,
“especially if 'you eat them, but
even if left in the refrigerator
they go stale after a day or two.
This would be fine in a market
where prices were increasing
rapidly enough to compensate,

L yox

Critics fear Y2K may come early

By DErRek KisMAN

In the face of millennial disas-
ter, skeptics and critics world-
wide have begun to fear that
Y2K may come too early. Giv-
ing into pressure, the IEEE and
ISO have formed a committee
temporarily named “What the
fuck are we going to do Decem-
ber 31st 1999?”

Many solutions have been al-
ready proposed. The committee
made its selection at a Tuesday
press conference, where-it was
revealed by chairperson Itzac D.
Zaster that the ““current plan is
to let the year turnover to 199A.
Logically, this makes morg sense
than putting butter on bread.”

Zaster also made reference to
the open ended nature of the pro-
posal. “If we need more time,
we can simply change the year
t0'199B . .. 199C . . the possi-
bilities are endless.”

Immediate reactions to the
proposal varied from ecstatic to
confusion.

“This is a mark of genius,”
commented one attendee. “Put

all that talent into one room, and
who knows what may emerge.
Pure genius.”

The conference was not with-
out skeptics, however. Sergei
Studokov of Russia was riddled
by the pronunciation of such a

year.
“It' is . some:  form'" ‘of
Canadianese?” questioned

Studokov. “If it is, I would like
to declare Soveriegnty in ad-
vance.”

It is estimated that 78 per cent
of Americans will deem the ex-
tra year 199Huh and 199What in
ignorance of the meaning of
199A. An additional 10 per cent
of Americans said they would
take less showers and carry an
additional gun in the annexed
year.

Consequences of such actions
are being felt world-wide.

Comments from the White
House were unavailable at press
time, however the Canadian gov-
ernment was readily available
for comment. “Does this mean
that what we did last year will
be forgotten?”” commented one

senator.”

The computer industry was not
without its opinions.

CEO Bill Gates reported Mon-
day that in the “unlikely event”
that their new operating system,
Windows 2000 is not ready for
the year 2000, Microsoft has pre-
pared an official report of sup-
port for such a 199A roll over.

In what appears to be a des- -
perate effort to salvage the ail-
ing product, Gates denies any
such allegations. “I don’t see
what the big deal is.” Gates com-
mented. I’ve spoken, and what
I say goes.”

Additionally, Gates claimed
“It would certainly give anyone
who has not fixed the Y2K prob-
lem yet an extra year to fix it.
That’s good news for practically
everyone.”

Rival companies Netscape and
Sun Microsystems accused
Microsoft of being monopolis-
tic and anti-competitive. Steve
Jobs of Apple Computers di-
rectly accused Gates of “cover-
ing up his big hairy butt”.

Financial Toast

Grand River Hospital announces

landmark

NONOOT ) PN X
4 AN o R,

Grand River Hospital has
joined forces with Sleep Coun-
try Canada to increase the
number of comfortable, Cana-
dian-made beds and mattresses
available for patients.

The bedroom superstore,
which has 53 stores across

_Canada, will be loading Grand

River’s rooms with hundreds of

deal with Sleep Country

‘new factory-made mattresses.

Christine Magee, owner of
Sleep Country, hopes this helps
the hospital with its bed short-
age.

“Now the hospital will have
enough beds, each with a 60-
night comfort guarantee,” said
Magee.

Sleep Country Press Release

This factory-made mattress is but one of hundreds that will be available for Grand River patients

starting next month.

The owner of Sleep Country
Canada, Christine Magee

s e

but over the past three weeks Tim
Horton’s has not raised their
price from the two dollars Win-
ter paid. Who’s going to buy
three-week-old Timbits from
Jeremy, except at a tremendous
loss? :

“On the other hand, if he had
taken the two dollars and fol-
lowed a shrewd investment strat-
egy in the futures market, he
could have made several thou-
sand dollars and been well on his
way to financial security, per-
haps even opulence. It baffles me
as to why he would choose such
a poor investment plan.”

Other investors are not as cau-
tious. “People are so quick to say
that this boy is an idiot, or that
he doesn’t know anything about
fiscal planning, or that he’s just
some kid who wanted Timbits,”
one investor said. “But maybe
what we should be saying is,

‘What does this kid know that we
don’t?’”

Indeed, the NASDAQ com-
posite index dropped ten points
in early trading as many inves-
tors followed Jeremy’s lead and
took their money out of high-
tech companies to put into

Timbits and Timbit-related in-
vestments, hoping to get in on
the ground floor when Winter’s
risk begins to pay off.

Despite this influx of capital,
Timbit prices have remained
steady:.

Financial Toast

Some delicious Timbits from the Tim Horton’s website.
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New (-i;\;i—ce allows computer-savvy bank
customers to withdraw cash from computers

By CHADWICK SEVERN

Marking the next jump in the
evolution of computer banking,
the five major banks have un-
veiled a new product which will
allow consumers to withdraw
cash directly from their comput-
ers.

“Bank customers using our
online banking service can trans-
fer money, pay bills, convert cur-
rencies, arrange loans...nearly
everything they could do at our
branch,” said Royal Bank vice-
president Jerry Haliwell. “We
found a sizable gap in the serv-
ices that we could provide
online, and that was cash with-
drawal.”

Haliwell said the five banks
were pretty sure that they would
not be able to “beam” the money
to the computers directly. They

decided to approach the Royal.

Canadian Mint instead to see if
they could get permission to
have bank customers print off
money on their colour inkjet
printers when they withdrew
money.

“They weren’t too keen on that
idea either,” said Haliwell. “We
decided to go with the tried and
true technology from our
ATMs.”

For only $19.95 a month, bank
customers can lease a specially
constructed cash dispenser that

attaches to the serial port of any
Windows 98 computer. When
the customer needs to withdraw
cash, they log onto their online
banking web site, and choose the
withdrawal option. The web site
will then instruct the Internet
Banking Machine dispenser to
release the chosen amount of
cash.

Tests have gone surprisingly
well according to Haliwell.

“The feedback so far has been
great,” said Haliwell. “The only
complaint is the armoured car
and guards that have to come
every two weeks to deposit more
money into the ITM.”

Financial Toast

A bank customer tries withdrawing cash from his new ITM.
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Progressive Conservatives and President’s Choice

producing politically correct personal computer
Targetting professional corporations employing propositional calculus

By GREG TAYLOR

A new hardware device, funded
in part by the Progressive Con-
servative (PC) party, is presently
scheduled for production com-
mencing next month.

This tool is a new kind of Per-
sonal Computer (PC) made ex-
plicitly to help with calculations
involving Propositional Calculus
(PC). PC on a PC was actually
first thought of by Pete Carrey,
a worker at President’s Choice
(PC) - the same company using
their PC points for free grocer-
1es.

Realizing the potential market
for a PC involving PC in a Pro-
fessional Corporation (PC), Pete
talked with the PCs and began
the PC PC initiative. The first
hurdle they had to overcome was
that, before putting forward any

money, the PCs required that the
PC was Politically Correct (PC).
However, as it turned out, refor-
mulating the PC to be a PC PC
having PC was not a difficult
task.

Exact design specifications
regarding this PC on the PC have
not been revealed, though inte-
grating the PC into the PC was
apparently easier than adding the
later PC’s PC. Still, both PC and
the PCs believe that any PC
would be pleased to get such a
PC. “Using PC is actually more
popular than you might think,”
added a PC spokesman. “Which
is why we agreed that the PC
with PC would be pretty cool.”
Asked if there would be any dif-
ficulty in figuring out the ma-
chine, another PC representative
stated, “The PC PC, even with

the use of PC, is still perfectly
compatible.” Some trial runs
were done earlier this month, and
the outlook is pretty promising.
In fact, it’s anticipated that not
only PCs will have an interest in
the PC; there may be some ap-
plications that could assist the
Peace Corps (PC). At least, it
seems that the PC aspect would
appeal to the PC. Pete Carrey
himself observed that, “The ap-
proach is primarily conventional
to avoid marketing the PC exclu-
sively to some PC. Though even
scientists may find use in such a
PC PC PC.” Indeed, there was
talk of accommodating such po-
tential customers by adding fea-
tures that did powerful calcula-
tions using the parsec (pc).
Though such an endeavour may
involve altering some of the

original Printed Circuits (PC).

So is there any possible catch
to this potent processor? Well,
no purchase cost is presently
possible causing some people
problems. Pete clarified the is-
sue: “Whether our PC PC uses
the pc or just PC with PC affects
the PC and our PC/PC funds,
making estimation imprecise.
Besides, the PC (or the PC or any
pc personalities) wouldn’t want
poor construction, preferring
perfection. Soto avoid any para-
doxical conflict, planning cor-
rectly for.the PC .PC PC PC.PC
with PC for PC or PC is done
with both precision and care.”
And will a private company have
use for this device? It seems
that’s simply a matter of Personal
Choice (PC).

Irrational Toast

Macdonald’s is proud to announce the
appointment of Mike Ovitz as Head Fryer at
the location on Steeles. Congratulation Mike!

Microsoft Unveils
New Visual A++

“Assembly for the
rest of us”

By GREG MOREY

Microsoft CEO Bill Gates un-
veiled the latest suite of
Microsoft programming tools
today at a Microsoft Developer’s
Conference in Redmond, WA.
Among the most exciting was the
new Visual A++, an assembly
language editor with drag-and-
drop functionality. “This is
great,” said Mary Wilkes, Sys-
tem Engineer for Lucent, “fi-
nally we assembly programmers
can rise out of the murky swamp
of text editors and ascend into the
golden age of WYSIWYG and
forms. Finally we, too, can offer
slick graphics and pretty little
dialog boxes.” The first version
of Visual A++ has many attrac-
tive features, including support
for multi-threaded assembly and
the new Register Wizard.

“The Register Wizard gives
you all the functionality you

need when performing register
operations,” said  Mark
McLewan, Senior VP of Market-
ing for Microsoft, “bit shifts,
multiplication, boolean expres-
sions, immediate word loading...
Addition and subtraction aren’t
supported yet, but will be by next
release.”

The next release is scheduled
for 2005.

Detractors have stated that
Visual A++ is too much, too fast.
“Microsoft just wants more pie,”
said one irate developer, who
asked that his name be withheld
from fear of reprisal. “They’ll
have the same problems as they
did with Visual Cobol++, Visual
Ada++ and Visual Lisp++: too
many specifics, not enough ge-
nerics,” said Software Developer
Terence Matte of LiquiDigital,
“Plus those wizards are getting
damn annoying!” But, with a
“Hello, World!” program that is
only 68 MB, Visual A++ is a
powerful contender in the RAD
(Rapid Application Develop-
ment) assembly market.

Irrational Toast

Intel to include homing device in
next generation processors

Merced chip to
contain automatic

tracking

BY RicHARD BILSON

Intel Corp. yesterday unveiled
plans to include a so-called
“homing device” in its next gen-
eration processor, codenamed
“Merced”.

The company’s press release
describing the technology, which
will enable the Santa Clara,
Calif., chip maker to know the
exact geographical location of
every processor they manufac-
ture, called it “another gigantic
step forward for security, pri-
vacy, and ease-of-use on the
Internet.”

The device relies upon a mini-
ature Global Positioning System
(GPS) receiver that will be em-
bedded within the casing of the
chip. The receiver uses Ameri-
can military satellites to calcu-
late its latitude and longitude
within two metres.

Once the chip has determined
its location, a process that occurs
whenever it is powered on, it
then communicates this informa-
tion over a standard phone line
to Intel’s California office.

“This new technology is the
perfect complement for the proc-
essor serial number, introduced
with the Pentium I11,” said Intel
spokesperson Wendy Siti. “Not

only can we know which com-
puter is being used, but now we
can know exactly where that
computer is.”

According to Siti, security is
the most important benefit.
“Computer thefts will become a
thing of the past. Using our cen-
tralized database of computer
users, we will be able to move
quickly with law enforcement
officers to apprehend computers
that are being used outside of
their designated coordinates.”

As with the processor serial
number, Internet applications
and web sites will be able to ob-
tain location information from
the processor without user inter-
vention. “So many web sites
require the user to type in three
or four lines of address informa-
tion,” says Siti. “With the emer-
gence of large address databases
and the use of GPS information
from the Merced processor, web
sites can obtain all of the address
information they need without
bothering the user.”

A spokesperson for the Elec-
tronic Privacy Information
Center, an Internet privacy
watchdog that was an outspoken
opponent of the processor serial
number, responded to the an-
nouncement, saying “This is
nuts. I can’t believe the market-
place is so willing to eat the shit
that this company keeps dishing
out. I’m going to move to a
desert island.”

Irrational Toast



BULL CANADA ANNOUNCES ITS NEWEST
LONG DISTANCE PROGRAM:

FREE LONG DISTANCE!

YOU SEE, WE'RE SICK AND TIRED OF ALL
THE COMPETITION. WE ALREADY MAKE
-BILLIONS A YEAR, 50 WE THOUGHT,
HELL LET'S JUST OFFER FREE LONG

~ DISTANCE AND GET RID OF THE
COMPETITION. STARTING MONDAY,
AuGusT 2, 1999, ALL LONG DISTANCE
- CALLS ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD WILL
BE FREE FOR ALL BULL CUSTOMERS.*
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Yes, this picture is several weeks old. Good sports picture though, eh?

Canada, Sweden square off in

Flag-Capture semis

TEAM CAPTAIN LIKES OUR CHANGES IN “BATTLE
OF THE NORTH"

After a grueling overtime win
against Nigeria in last Sunday’s
quarter-final match, Team
Canada will face the pride of
Sweden tomorrow in this year’s
Ballyhoo Cup Race, the pre-
miere international Capture the
Flag tournament, held this year
in Italy.

The team has spent the past
few days in rest and relaxation,
recovering from their ordeal just
outside Pisa against the Nigeri-
ans. According to Hannah
Bernhart, the team trainer, “state
of mind is very important in this
sport. You don’t want a runner
who’s feeling down, and a sleepy
jailer is the kiss of death for the
team. I’'m doing my utmost to
ensure our players are in top
form to meet the Swedes.”

Team Canada Captain Marcel
Dupuys agrees. “I want to know
that my team is going in there at
the very height of our prowess.
These folks, they’re some of the
best capturers that I’ve ever
played with, and I think that we
can show the world a thing or
two about how the game is

played.”

Dupuys got his start in the
sport at summer camp as a child,
a common story for members of
Team Canada. At the time, Cap-
ture the Flag was generally re-
garded as a children’s game, a
perception that changed when
Sir Reginald Ballyhoo passed
away ten years ago, leaving a
provision in his will for the use
of his vast fortune in establish-
ing an annual world-wide tour-
ney. Within months of the Bal-
lyhoo Cup’s first being awarded
(to Zaire in 1991), Flag Fever
had hit much of the Western
world. A group of American in-
vestors are currently seeking cit-
ies to sponsor teams in the nas-
cent National Flag Capture
League (NFCL), and similar en-
deavours are underway in Eu-
rope.

Although only twenty-four,
Dupuys is already a titan in the
fast-paced world of Capture the
Flag. His position on the field is
“scout”: during play, he spends
most of his time on enemy terri-
tory, seeking out and freeing

prisoners from his team, and lo-
cating the opponents’ flag. The
position takes speed, stamina, a

good eye and a quick mind, and
'Dupuys has all of these.

Asked to comment on the Ni-
gerian team, Dupuys called them
“promising players, but certainly
not world-class yet. The only
reason that they did as well as
they did against us was the fact
that the field was rural — lots of
trees and open spaces — and
we’re an urban team. If the
match had been within the city,
we’d have cleaned up.”

While somewhat more im-
pressed by the Swedes’ capabil-
ity, Dupuys isn’t worried about
tomorrow’s game. “The Swedes
play a very defensive game. We
saw that in the Royal Rumble
match at the beginning of the
Race. Hartman (Anya, the chief'
jailer for Team Canada) is very
aggressive, by contrast, and so
once I've found their flag, I just
need to get her there and lure
their defenders out of their safe
zone.”

If Canada wins tomorrow, then
on Saturday Dupuys and his
team will face the victor of to-

‘night’s China-New Zealand

match. While Race officials are
keeping the venue for Saturday’s
game secret, it is widely ru-
moured that the teams will face
off over the canals of Venice.
Irrational Toast

TENNIS GOES ON

The Slim Jim International Ten-
nis Championships is entering its
final round of play this week in
Bethlehem. In the semi-final
between Owen Hart and Man-
kind, it was Hart over Mankind
ina 6-2, 6-4 straight sets victory.
Although Mankind put on his
worst face, and flexed his mus-
cles as hard as he could, he sim-
ply could not grasp the concept
of using a racquet. Hart, known
for his technical execution, won
the match with a devastating
smash from off the top ropes.
Such an illegal maneuver would
not have been possible without
the helpful interference of by-
stander Golddust, who was able
to knock over the umpire’s chair
after five minutes of evil looks.
Mankind’s only reaction was to
reach for his lower back, in ob-
vious pain.

The other semi-final saw Val
Venis persevere over Sexual
Chocolate in a close 7-6, 6-7, 7-
6 cage match. Whilst Sexual
explained to the crowd over the
Public Address system how
much bigger his balls were,
Venis was enraptured and baffled
by the blonde woman in the
fourth row.

Attendance was 4000 on
Thursday. 1 in 10 fans had an
Austin 3:16 sign.

raliond: 1oasi

MATT WALSH

harks: love ‘em or hate ‘em,

some days the true extreme
fisherman just has to deal with
‘em.

Last week, I was out with my
buddies Brian and Greg (I tell
you, those guys are SO EX-
TREME!), and we’d taken a mo-
torboat out north from Bon Air,
off of South America. Let me
tell you, it was hot! We’d all
shucked right down to shorts and
sandals, sipping cold beers from
out cooler while Greg polished

up the harpoon gun...Like true .

extreme fishermen, we were
ready for whatever came.

So we put out our lines, and
within ten minutes we’d caught
something. I don’t even remem-
ber what it was, I just know that
it wasn’t hardly over a foot long,
and so not really worth bother-
ing about. But Brian suggested
that maybe instead of throwing
it back, we use the little sardine
as bait for catching something
worthwhile. After shouting
about what a good idea it was
and pounding old Brian on the
back and drinking some more
beer, we gave it a shot.

Now when you’re fishing for
the big ones, there’s a lot of dif-
ferent tacks that you can take.
Greg’s very much a harpoon
man: if it’s bigger than you are,
bring out the gun. Brian, on the
other hand, goes for the stamina

contest: hook the thing nice and
tight, then let 1t race around un-

til it’s out of steam, and then you

just reel it in for the coup de.

grace (that’s French... means
you kill it).

Personally I favour Brian’s
side of the argument more —
I’ve seen too many bad things

happen with harpoons — but I’'m
a little more aggressive about it.
The Red Barchetta (that’s my
boat, the one we were in that day)
has got one of the most power-
ful outboard motors on the mar-
ket today, and the body’s been
reinforced six ways from Sun-
day. Waiting for the dumb fish
to tire out’s all well and good,
but it makes a man feel like he’s
getting dragged around by a
lower life form, you know?
Once the sea critter isn’t getting
itself free, my philosophy’s to
take the offensive, open her up
and see how long that thing can
keep up.

So that’s what we do, ‘cause
it’s my boat and my beer. We
skewer the thing we catch on one
of Brian’s caltrop hooks, and at-
tach the whole thing to some of
my 70-weight steel line. The
other end of the line, Greg welds
to the back of the boat, looping
part of it through oar thickest
emergency oar. I always won-
dered why Greg brings that
blowtorch around with him on
our trips, but I guess it just goes
to show: you can’t be too ex-
treme!

IF IT’S BIGGER
THAN YOU ARE,
BRING OUT
THE GUN

We’re there for another twenty
minutes, and then it comes: a
great white shark. We’re talk-
ing Jaws material here. Rises up
out of the water, swallows that
little fish whole, and then looks
at us with this mean glint in its
eye. Well, that’s when I gunned
the motor, and we took off! Sur-
prised the hell out of that shark,
I’ll tell you. Figure the caltrop
went straight into its brain, so
that when it stops twitching on

the line fifteen minutes later,
there’s a dead shark at the other

end at blood everywhere! That’s
just SO EXTREME!

Went back into harbour after
that. It’s not safe in the water,
with lots of blood and sharks
about.

Irrational Toast
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It's time to play the music,
It’s time to light the lights.

~ Always on the lookout for new, exciting
| talent, The Muppet Show is currently looking
~ for bright young stars to help bring the
,Mappets to a new generation of young
consumers. If you are a muppet or could
pass for one in bad light, then maybe one of
these positions is for you!

- Frogs. Well, they've always worked out well
‘in the past. The Muppet Show is always
interested in hiring talented young Frogs for

~ challenging roles in the Straight Man

~ business. Ability to sing and dance

- (expecially when more than one person is
around) a definite asset.

Hecl:lers. Let’s face it: Statler and Waldorf
are getting on in years, and we have to look
o the future. Must be able to not lose one’s
~own sense of humour after hours of unfunny
;sketches. Quu:lc wnt a necess;ty. .

abillt:es are requwed though recldessness s |
an asset. |

ca_',f,:acr_‘lrrational Toast Box #3001 to apply

SOULBROKERS is a growing firm with
prospects that go on (literally!)
forever. Based in Orangeville,
Ontario, we specialise in the traf-
fick of immortal souls: new or
used, buying or selling. Canadi-
ans have come to learn that, if
there’s a soul involved, then
SOuULBROKERS can:get you what you
need.

We are currently hiring for the
position of
Junior Sour Scour

The successful candidate should
have at least two years experi-
ence in sales, marketing, law, or
arelated field. A charming smile
and open disposition are definite
assets. Must be bondable. Du-
ties would include finding poten-
tial sources of used spritual mat-
ter, and persuading them to part
with same. An expense account
is provided. Benefits package
available.

Others promise eternity; only we
deliver! Call 1-877-768-5648.

Soulbrokers Incorporated is an equal
opportunity exploiter. .

Loving Hands
Massage Parlour
is looking for
professional,
discreet individuals to work the
midnight shift. Candidates
must be well-groomed, enthu-
siastic and eager to please. Pre-
vious experience not essential.
Clothes optional. Mail resumé

with photo to PO. Box #3039.

WiLpLiFE COLLEGE

“Preservation through Education”

The Wildlife College was founded in 1967 by a group of con-
cerned citizens to save dumb animals from themselves. Our
mandate is to preserve all living species of animals, whether
they like it or not, by informing them how stupidly they act.

Our St. Laurence Island campus is currently seeking a
motivated self-starter to pioneer our Lemming Counselling
Programme. Lemmings are notorious for their habit of running
off cliffs en masse to their doom. These idiotic rodents truly
deserve to die, but we won’t let them.

The ideal instructor would hold a B.A. in Psychology or
Sociology, preferably with a specialisation in Early Childhood
Education. Clinical experience with the suicidally depressed a
definite asset.

Forward your C.V., along with two letters of reference, to:

Laurence H. van Pelt, BA, MBA, PhD, LL.D
Director, The Wildlife College
c/o Irrational Toast box #6732

Long houts! Few rewards!

Coral Software, as everyone knows, is one of the most firmly
established Canadian software firms that Microsoft hasn’t yet
bought out. Our committment to excellence comes at the expense
of our employees -- but they know the thrill of being a winner!

' We are currently seeking programmers to fill vacancies in our
renowned Cora/Dry team, ho are diligently working eighty-hour
weeks to churn out Version 17 of our world-famous kitchen
software suite. In order to be successful, an applicant should
have a Bachelor degree in Computer Science or Systems
Engineering, at least two
years experience, and no
desire for a social life. There
are no stock options, no
overtime bonuses, and if

anyone even mentions the
words “sweat shop”, we kill
them. Apply through the
Irrational Toast, box #2324.

!
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Biomass Industries is an up-and-coming firm, on the

afraid of pushing the envelope a little.

work in a light-supervision environment.

then we might just have a place in our team for you!

Irrational Toast box # 9876

software markets. We're always in the market for career-rfv

4 Hey you! Are you syneryised? A

bleeding edge of several new
inded graduates who aren’t

Currently, we have an opening for a Systemic Development Engineer in our New
Frontiers group. The ideal new hire would be a motivated self-starter, who isn’t afraid
of a little high- -tmpact work. He or she should be a team| player who can nonetheless

- Ifyou consider yourself a knowledge worker, someone who can work smarter, not harder,

- BIOMASS

As clueless as you are about exactly what we do

Thé'.TORONTO NUMB is one of the most talked-about newspapers in the city of

54

Toronto. We're currently hiring for the position of:

PAGE 3 EDITOR

You are young, male, and want to get a cushy job with a tabloid-like daily. You

have a deep appreciation of the feminine form. You.want any excuse to wander

a;ound all day with a camera, smile at pretty women, and say, “Hey, would you
like to be in the paper?”

’Senous applicants only, please. Send something that Iooks like a resumeé to:

45/ Toronto Numb

el /0 Math Society -

F‘ f ' MC3038 <«

NEED A JoB?

www.mathnews.uwaterloo.ca/toast

It won t help, but think how much
worse your life could be.

Knowledge of our staff members: what they like,
what they hate;

Proficient in telling reasonably funny jokes that
get people laughing so hard that they forget that they
- were going to kill you.

' If you are interested in working with a “dedicated”,
- “enthusiastic” team of professionals that you can
. abuse to your heart’s content, please apply in writing
. only by August 4, 1999 to:

VP, Whimsy
Irrational Toast
MC 3041

Providers of qualltg Funcrar services for gcncratlons Grave Matters
Funeral Homes has c:s’canblus]?\j

We are looking for a Director to take over for the latc, lamented
Mr. Johann Krug, %l
have come to cxPcct a conscientious work ctl’nc a strong sense of
compassnon and a sobcr respectable mien From our Director. Gradu-
ates from Humber Co"cges Mortuarg Arts d||:>|oma program will be
ngen Prelccrcncc Previous exPcrlcncc with the dcarlg ag
assect.

APPIg in person to M. Adclams 001 Ccmctary Lane. If you have
any questlons feel free to call us at (256) 382-791%.

CGrave Matters

cd ltSClF as a SOIIC] dcpcndable Fll"m

ose contribution was a motivation to us all. We

ePartccl 1s an
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