csc stockholm bound ?

RIBBIT TAKES CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Last weekend saw the Flrst Canadlan
Computer Chess Champlionship, or FCCCC, held

right here at the Unlversity of Waterloo.
Invitations were sent out to all computing
centres that had chess playine programs.
Six entrles were received, two from the
U.S., and four from Canada, includine two
from the Unlversity of Waterloo.

The original entrants Included Chute 1
from the \Unlversity of Toronto, Dart 4.0
from Dartmouth Collepe 1In New Hamnshlire,
Hiccup and RIbblt, the two home Frown
entrles, Chaos, from Bell Lahs In HNew
Jersey, and VWita, from the Unfversity of
Aberta. Chaos had to be withdrawn,
because of lack of funds to send
renpresentatives here. It was replaced by
another Bell Labs creation, Tinkerbelle.
Bell Labs has wrlitten an Operating System

for the PDP 11/45, called UNMIX, which ve
have a copy of. Amonp the standard system
supplled software, suych as a propram to
factor numbers and a spelling corrector for
essays (vhich contalns tlebster's
dictionary) is the Chess nrosram
Tinkerbelle. The entry from the Unlversityv
of Alberta could not attend, elther, due to
lack of funds. They sent wus a tape,
however, containing the chess prorram
written in AlpolW, ' ’
Activities on Friday included the
setting up of the plavine area, in room
2017, which 1s the nrorrammine area
overlooking the Red Room. Three rlaving
areas were set up, each provided with a
2741 terminal, or facsimile, and a schedule
of the flve pames to be played at each area

(RIBBIT, cont'd on next pase)
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PUBS,FRISBEES,PUBS, BADBREATH

If the past Is any Indicatlon a freak
hati storm should hit Waterloo next
weekend, The occasion will be the math
soclety's math weekend-- July 4, 5 and 6.
Past hlstory has shown that math winter
veekends are accompanied by balmyv weather
with an abundant lack of snow for the ski
trins and other winter activities. As for
the summer version the optimistic weould
concede, at best, vraln but most nrrobably
hail or something as exotlc,

In any event the weekend of
festivities pets underway on the Thursday
evening with a pub featurlne Yukon. The
admission for this pub, as for all the
others, 1Is 50¢& for mathsoc members, $1.00
for federation members and $1.50 for
others. The doors open at Food services at
8:00 and close at 12:30. Friday evening
vil1l feature an '"Amateur Nleht" pub at Food
services with Fast Eddy. Also scheduled fis
a "Pad Breath Contest",

fRaturdayv's activities commence with a
bike rally (with a 10:00am starting time)
to be followed bty an FEnessoc~Mathsoc beach
Party at Columbia Field beginnine at
12:30pm., Featured will be a three-lepred
race, npotato sack race, frisbee throwing,
co-ed slow-pitch, obstacle course and a tusr
o'war across lLake Columbia bhetween Mathsoc

and Engsoc,
Saturday night will be hichlighted bv
a pub at Food services with Chinook.

ELSEWHEN

Fragments from mathNEMS ! files,
Thursday, June 28, 1973, one vear aso this
week: ", ..How that the hot weather is
here, everyone likes to wear shorts=-- until
they reach the Math buildling, Enterine the
Math bullding is 1tke enterlny a deep
freeze,.."; "...mathSoc election turnout:
70.2% for 4A (John Dark), u3.6% for 2P
(Ph11 Lanouette), 29.8% for 1f (falvin
Barret, Lvn Stephens)...": ", As the
frontiers of the Honeywell's Command Lib
become ever wider (time sharing CORML?), 1t
seems to be develonins a strance. and
fascinating (i€ somewhat rmalicious) mind of
fts own (or In the words of that fine old
aristocrat, Baron Frankenstein: "elve
created a lonster!')..."; "...%ummer Veel
s belny sponsored as a joint effort of
Mathsoc, Engsoc, and the Federation. Tt
wlll encompass a wide varlety of activities
from a 'Roat Race' to a seml-formal and all
things in between..."




(RIRBIT,cont'd from p.1)
in the round robin tournament. Team
representatives showed up, and speeches
were given In the afternoon. The evening
featured dlnner and an Informal ret-
topether at the Heidelberr Inn, where a
number of FCCCC participants, Including a
chess gprand master displayed a lack of
ability at shuffleboard.

Setting up for the chess ~rames was not

without problems. UNIX, which supports
Tinkerbelle, had to be brousht up. It had
been planned to run UNIX on C&0's PDP

11/45, but an apparently malfunctioning
memory manager prevented a successful boot,
Time was eventually palned on the PDP 11/u45
in Enpineering, and UNIX was successfully
started. There 1Is a phone 1link to the
11/45, but It was Impossible to establish a
link by dialling out, and nobody knew the
number to dial in, so flnally one person
was stationed at the 11/45 in Engineering,
operating the propram, and relayliny moves
by volce over a telephone 1line to the
playing area.

Wita runs on an IBM/360 model 67 at U
of A. It was attempted to bring it un on a
simlilar machine, namely our 370 145, The
first nroblem was Vlita wouldn't compile. It
turned out that Alpol' would only accept up
to 512 BEGIN blocks, and Wita has over 700.
The compliler was recompiled after belng
sultably altered, and ¥Wita was now complled
successfully. Execution of the nroerarm ran
Into many problems, including the fact that
one of our run time 1llbrarlies was all
zeros. There were several major problems,
and though at times we thoupsht we virtually
had ¥ita up, our 370 team flnally grave un
Saturday nlight. As a result, Wita had to
forfelt all gsames In the tournament,.

The chess action started Saturday
morning, with a game between Tinkerbelle
and Chute 1. Tlilnkerbelle stepped on Chute
1 after thirtv-elght moves with check mate
in the centre of the board. It turned out,
upon later Inspection, that Chute 1 had a
bug with fts timer. By dividing by twenty,
when 1t should have been dividing by forty,
Chute 1 thoupht It was running out of time
and was cuttlng back on the Jlookahead for
Its moves, leading to some bad moves.

Dart 4.0 played Hiccun in the second
rame, Dart won after twenty-two moves, when
Hiccup forfelted the parme by memorv fault.

The next round saw Dart 4.0 defeat
Tinkerbelle after twenty-Fflve moves.
Tinkerbelle reslisned when It saw it would
be mated Iin two moves. Chute 1 nlaved
Ribbit to a draw In a close contest. The
officlal contest rules limited the tire for
moves by fixing a maxlmum number of moves
within set time perlods. It turned out
that durlng one of the hour intervals, the
programs were taking long enoush on each
move, It looked like one progsram might win
by the other one exceeding [ts time 1imit,
thereby forefeiting the pame. The situa-
tion became tense as each rmachine, In turn,
sat there thinking about its rove, while
the chess clock ticked closer and closer to
the hour. Finally, & seocuence of three
repeated moves forced a draw to the rare.

1t turns out, that if Dart thinks It's
losing (Ribbit does this too), and sees an

opportunity to force a draw, It will po for
the draw. Chute's checking for repeated
situations 1Is not very complete, and It
apparently missed this sltuaution,

In the third round, PRihbit mated
Tinkerbelle after fifty-eight moves. Chute
1 took 1its pame apalnst Hiccup In In
twenty-two moves,

That evening (Saturdav), plzza was
brought in for all the human participants
and workers, who took It easy after the
day's actlvities (except for the 370 team
who were still trylng to pet Wita to run),

The next day, Sunday, saw, In round
four, Chute 1 tie Dart 4.0 after fourty
moves with a repetitive situation, Ribbit

then took Hiccup after twenty-flve moves.

In round five, Tinkerbelle took Hiccup
in slixteen moves. The last pame featured
Dart 4.0 against PRibbit. Both proerams
were tled for first place with a record of
three wins and a tie each, This gpame was
therefore the crucial game. A larpe crovd
turned out to watch thls contest. The gpame
went pretty evenly, untll a bupy In Dart
started RIbblt on the road to victory. It
seems that Dart rewarded ltself for gsiving
1ts pawns away (a case of reversed sign; In
technical terms, It gave itself cookles
for losing pawns rather than glving un
cookies), After It had lost all Its pawns,
the gpame continued as Ribbit mounted
strategles on Dart's remaining three
rleces. At about six o'clock, Dart
reslsrned, making Ribbit the Canadlan
Comnuter Chess Champlon, The gpame had
lasted fifty-four moves, lasting three
hours and fifty nminutes, and had cost
$114,33 In Honeywell resources for the
Ribblt team.

After the game, awards were presented
In M&C 2066. Each progsram entered received
a plaque. MHliccup won third best Canadlan
entry, Chute 1 won second best Canadlan
entry, and Ribbit took top honours with
best overall entry and best Canadlan entrv.
RIbbit (or Rabblt, If you listen to CEC)
now is eligible to enter the ''orld Cormputer
Chess Championship, which will be held from
Aupust fifth through eight 1In Stockholr,
Sweden.

Wwhether or not RIbbit will po Is still
up In the alr. Funds are requlired to send
the Ribbit team of Russell Crook, Pon
Hansen and JIm Parry to Eurore. Another
problem 1Is that of computer hookun. A
satellite 1ink has been suppested, as this
is what the American teams will be doing.
An ocean cable vias also suppested, as vell
as the possiblity of attemnting to find a
machine in Europe that would sunport
Ribbit.

CO-ORDINATION WOES?

There will be a Student Advisoryv

Meeting today, Thursday, June 27, at 3:30
p.m. 1In E2-2318. Anyone wvho has feedback
for the Co~ordination Denartrment, Is

welcomed to submit complalnts, suppgestlons,
etec., In writine to the math soctety (I'C
3038) or Is Invited to show un at the
meeting In person.
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.Chess Championshin.

THE RIBBIT STORY

As you probably know by now,
the CSC Chess propram won the Caradlan
Pibbit was oripinally
the product of Ron Hansen, who was dolnpg a
nroject on Artiflicial Intelllcence as part
of his Graduate work. After he was done,
Jim Parry eot the Computer Sclence Club to
take up the project. The proesram was
eventually named Treefrogs, because It used

Ribbit,

a tree structure to search for moves, and
tecause it "fropped" pleces (such as
turning a klng Into a pawn). The term

"fros'" was Invented by the 'Run boys to
describe something that gets modl fled into
something It shouldn't be by unauthorized
reice of software., (One example is when you
sien on as "japublic", but pet "fropered"
into "lwXp*#bp!>s;" bv the system, This
means all your files hecome unaccesslble
(you can't save anything), but you don't
ret vour resources updated when you sipn
off.) Later on, Jim Parrv took a liking to
the name Pibblt (the sound a fror makes.
You probably thought the sound a frop makes
was a croak. Don't belleve It. Trors
ribbit.). Ho one onrposed the name (?) so
now it Is officlally called Pibbit, and Is
reglstered In the Chess Federatlon of
Canada as Ribbit, Althouph Ribbit has had
It's problems, such as the wav it used to
try and force a draw If It thouecht 1t was
losing, even to the polnt of avolidine the
chance to mate Tt's opronent, the CSC chess
Project now has a reasonable, but resource
burning, computer chess plavyer.

\ TO CATHY: 1 hope
- that's what we

SP@@K RETURNS
(yet again)

HOTICE: For those who may have been fooled
by iIts excellent camouflape, a new (or
should I say used) /360 has arrlved
downstalrs (blends ripght In with the walls
of the pit doesn't 1t?), Presumahly this
s the suped-up '4L that we should bhe
eéxnecting...., at least It looks something
llke a 'u4 and, personally, I can't see
anything else retting here wlithout an
Incredible financial review flrst. This, of
course , nrobably means that the chanre-
over of APL is liIrminent.... along with
resulting svstem problems. Fortunatelv(?)
the peneral lack of nreonple durlne the
summer comblined with the lack of reneral
use accounts, slackness of asslignrents (and
Probably the crackling of the MAIL systems
as vell) has resulted In an unusuallv slack
neriod for usare,

TO PARK: That's rigpl

donuts because
f pilzza.

yinted!
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HYell, we took flirst place In the Chess
tournament last weekend., (lWe wouldn't have
held the tournament in the flrst place if
we knew we weren't colne to win, vyou say.
Maybe so.) It was Interesting to note that,
except for the Honeywell 6050, Tinkerbelle,
on the PDPP 11 was the closest comnuter to
the playing site. PBut whlle lines to
Toronto could be connected straleht into
the tournament area, we were unable to set
a terminal for the PDP 11 hooked up.
Therefore we had a user sit over In
englineering and relay the messages bv
volce.

If you've thrown a elance into the Red
Room lately, vyou'll notice our new IRM
360-4L4 Is here from ' of T. It has red
panels that blend In with the floor and
walls of the room, and can make the machine
look '"not there" 1If vou plve a aulck
plance. The Computling Centre declided that
the 44 they have just didn't make a viable
alternatlive to a computer for running APL,
so learnlng from experlence, they rushed
out and bought another 44, Meanwhlle, a
number of programmers upstairs get to try
thelr luck on the old 44,

Two weeks apo, the Chevron publlished
an lIssue featurlng an ad for the Dalry

Nueen, In blg lettering It sald sormething
to the effect of 'coupon offer =-- BRIC
brasier =~ cheese, fries and small shake

only $1,49" However, 1f vou read the fine
print, 1t described how vou could ret a
Scrumpdl11ylshus burper, shake and fries,
"all for only 00&!" Certalnly an offer not
to be passed un. Whether the DN would
actually have pliven you the food for free
Is debatable, though (especially if you
walked Into thelr store with a pile of
Chevrons,)

People who deslign the posters that pet
put up all over the campus must be faced
with a dllemma. 1If you make a poster dull,
no one reads It, fo you want to make
somethine that catches the readers atten-
tlon and holds It. However, if the poster
Is too eye-catchlng, peopnle rip them off
because they 1look neat and want to
wallpaper thelr rooms. A notable case was
a poster last term entitled "rarch to
Victory", which advertised a trip to
Victory Burlesque Theatre In Toronto.
These posters had a half 1life of about
three days.

Pollicy 1In
dictate no smoking in the
This is, no doubt, done because vhen
particles from smoke ret Into machines,
they tend to turn the lubricants into an
lccy corpount that 1isn't pood for the
bearings they're lubricating. Every now and
agaln, vou see no smoking siens anpear in
all the terminal roors (usually to
disaopear a few weeks later). Hovever, just
In case vyou want to smoke In a no smokling
area, they've been thoughtful enoush to
provide ashtrays.

the math bullding tends to
terminal rooms.
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week's

CIVEN: The set of positive Intesers, and
the set of real numbers between 0 and 1.

REO'D: Prove that there are the same number
of positive Integers as real nurbers In the
interval from 0 to 1,

PROOE: Two sets have the same number of
elements If we can find a one to one
relatlonship between the two sets. For
instance, (1,2,3,4,5) and (A,8,C,D,E) have
the same number of elements, because we can
relate them as follows:

1 -- A
2 -- B
3 --¢C
L -- D
5 -=

let us deflne the follovwing relation:
For every element of the set of Intesers,
take the diplits of that number, reverse
thelr order, and place a decimal point In
front of them. This new number 1les In the

Mow,

range of reals from 0 to 1. A few
examples...
1 -- .1
2 -- .2
10 =-- ,01
364 == ,LBE3
1024 == ,4021
This matchlng, for any Interer, elives a
uniaue real number, and vlca versa.

Therefore, for every nositive inteper there
corresponds one and onlv one real in the 0
- 1 ranpe. Therefore, there are the same
number of positive Intepers as there are
reals In the 0 to 1 ranse.

- NED -

W'HAPPENING

June 27
Pub MRuckus" Villape 1 8:30 p.m. 75¢
Villapers $1.25 others

June 27-28

C.C. Pub "Barefoot"
July 1

HOLIDAY

July 2

Semlinar: "Geminal Vavefunctions'" bv
Dr. Ede Kapuy ‘

10:30 a.m, MC 5158
July 4 - 6 R
math WEEKEND

July 4 - 7
ed Flicks
AL 116

July 8
ederal Electlion (a dry

to 9 p.m.)

July 9

mathNEWS pets 1t all

July 9
Court Dances" 11:30 a.m.;

In Humanities Ouadrangle.

"Charlly Varrick" 8:00

day ) (9

torether MC 3011

12:30 p.r.

uly 10
Semlnar: "Solltons" b Prof, R. K
Bullough 3:30 p.m, MC 5158 Y )

(Note: mathNEWS will print your classified

ads FREE JF CHARGE. Just jot them down on

a slip of paper, take it to room !'C 3038
and have someone there deposit it in the
mathNEWS file, O0Or, drop your ad in the

campus mail (a free service) addressed to:
mathHEWS, #C 3n3%.)

mower

dx = In mower

j; Ice2 d lce = lced +

This space was reserved for a
diagram illustrating how the

PDP 11/45 mated the IRM/370-1u5
In the Chess Tournament,
however, diapram was unavallable
at nress tlme.

YourR Ap IN LAST WEEK'S
mathNEWS SAYS YOURE LCOKING
FOR SKILLED LABOR




this week

THE WINE MAKER

Professor Lee Dickey was born in
Newcastle, Pennsylvanla on April 3, 1939,
For a while he lived In Arlzona, where he
used to do a lot of hiking, 1It's hot all
the time there, wlith about as much
opportunity for outdoor 1ife as here, only
with the roles reversed--you don't spend
much time outside In the summer sun.

He obtalned his B,A, (1961) and M,A,
(1963) at the Unlversity of Arlzona, and
started teaching when he was a prad stu-
dent, He finlshed his PhD., In 1970 at the
University of Wisconsin, His theslis was
about finlte geometry, which 1Is a study
built up about carrylng intultive ldeas to
finite systems. (see dlagram)

The dots symbollize polnts, the 1ines
svmbolize 1lines, and the clrcle Is also

considered to be a llne, Thus, you have

seven lines and seven polints.

There are three 1lines throursh each
point, three polnts on each llne, every
pair of lines meet in one point, and every
palr of points 1le on one llne. This Is
the smallest example of a finite projective
plane. i
Finite geometry is a relatively new
study, since about the '40's and '50's,
Bibliography, however, can be enormous;
there are literally thousands of books and

narers written since that perfod. The
subject is closely related to ™block
desipns" In combinatorics, which

experimenters use to deslgn exreriments.
(The above example Is also a block design
with 7 blocks and 7 points.)

Prof. Dickey 1is married with three
children; they enjoy camning, picnicing.
His son, the youngest, Is enthusiastic In
sports (unllke his father), and does well
in soccer. Kathy likes to nlay the piano,
and Sonja does ballet. They all llke to
swim, He Is an amateur wline-maker, and
comments that It doesn't last long, because
It Is difficult to walt a year for it to
mature. He also enjoys photosranhy, and
nlays the oboe.

His wife, Carol, 1is a nurse and has
just started working at South laterloo
Hemorial Hospital as infectlon control
officer. She keeps statistics on hosnital
acaquired Infectlons and makes auarantine
decisions. He Jjoklinglvy says that Carol
vould be really exclted If she could detect
a soclal disease epldemic In a mens ward
carried by a night nurse.

Prof. Dickey obtatned his job 1In an
Interesting way. He talled about the
results of a paper of his at a conference.

After It was over, a fellow asked him about
his work. They were good questlons, and It
was clear that the paper was understood,
and there was Interest., Prof. Dickey asked
his name, and found that he was chalrman of
Pure Mathematics here, The professor had
seen some of the chairman's work, and he
tried to pet hold of him later durlngs the
conference, but couldn't do so.

This was the first he'd heard of U. of
W., so he wrote to the unliversity. The
chalrman replied, asking him to come here
for a talk.,

During this time period, he was belns
interviewed for wvarious jobs, often In
depth. Here, he was not asked personal

- auestions, was taken out for dlnner, fave

his talk, He saw that neople were
Iinterested in hls research and his work,
not his personal 1ife,

So Prof. Dickey kent waltine for a
reply from U. of 1/, stalling other
schools. Eventually, he had a phone
conversation with the Dean, vho assured him
of a job here.

Prof. Dickey Is on the Senate Teachine
and Learning Committee, Faculty Executive
Comml ttee, and has been on the Promotlons
Committee, where he has seen a lot of sne-
clal cases. The computer Usase Committee
(of which he Is also a member) talks about
the computing budset, and charge-out

systems (In the past vear mainliv),
Sometimes they make recormmendations about
equipment to be purchased. They were
consulted about nepotiations vith

Honeywell,

This brinps up a Story: “hen the Math
Faculty was looking for a computer,
Honeywell didn't have a suftable APL.
packape (a tlme-sharing svsterm)., Honevwvell

sald they would fIx up a svstem: they
weren't planning on writing fIt: they hired
another company to do so. At the samrme

time, thls company was supplying service to
U, of W, vla lonpg=-distance phone 1lines.
Some people think this company was slow In
providing software because they were makine
money sellling us time on thelr machine.
The end result was that Honeywell's APL did
not meet specliflcations, and now some U. of
W, underprads are writing 1t (BI11 1Ince
being the "prime mover").

Prof. Dickey Is manaping editor of a
journal called "Aeauationes Mathematlcae",
and his major duty is to decide vwho shall
be the referees for the paners submitted to
the journal, and pass their reports back to
the authors. (He Is helred a lot bv a rood
secretary).

He enjoys peometry most: he teaches
projective anc complex gseometry, taurht
second vyear llinear alpebra for manv vears,
and Is co-ordinator for that course (le.,
he has to choose the text, aronr other

things).
He used to have a book that beth
teachers and students 1lked (published

1971). They used it one vear, then It went
out of print. He wrote to the publisher
and the author. The publisher sald no, he
would not reprint. The author said that
the letter recelved by U. of W, proved the
publishing  companv stil] exlsted: he
hadn't recelved answers to his letters for

(WINEMAKER, cont'd on next pace)
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(WINEMAKER, cont'd from previous pase)
months. The result: a new text.

In Prof. Dickey's opinion, U.
a fine place because he can see many
visiting mathematlic jans from
universitles--he finds this rewarding.

First vyear students are especlially
enthuslastic, enjoys teachin 129
because of fact: hoviever getween
first and term, some lose thelr
enthusiasm.

A helpful hint for mathNEMS: We
should put 1in historical notes. FG. Did
vou know?,.,..that at age four Gauss told hls

of W, Is
other
other

He
this
second

father he had made a mistake In making out
the payroll for his brickvard,
(Also, they kept his braln when he

dled, because they belleved If you were a
senlus, there was something dlfferent about
you.)

MATHSOC MEETS

Math Soclety social director Christine
Charlebols reported at Tuesday's (June 25)
mathSoc meeting that approval has been
sranted for the flve permanent pub licences
sourht for U, of W, This announcement was
made at a recent Federatlon Roard of
Entertalnment (B, of E.) meetling, Also
from that B. of E, sesslion, Charlebols
Informed mathSoc that 1t was declded to
centre this vyear's orientation around a
clircus theme. In another move the B, of F.
acreed to rrant $6N0 towards Enesoc's semi-

forral,

Other footnotes from Tuesday's
meeting:

--Peter Lee reported that work on the
anti-calendar s propressing with the
tentative deadlline for completion for
August 1. A new feature of this vyear's

anti-calendar will be the responses of the
the profs to their ratings.

--ldeas and volunteers are belng
solicited to nlan September's orientation.

--tathSoc's kev holders were urped to
srend as much time In the mathSoc office as
possible due to complalnts about the offlice
being often closed.

a comment

In case you didn't know, It has
proposed that the 1llbrary reduce
service hours and close at night.

The pronosed chanpes would mean that
circulation service would close at 5 p.m.
on Saturdays and 11 p.m, on all other days.
(This would result In a savines of about
$12,000 in salaries.)

been
the

The chanpes, If put Into effect, would
also close down both the Arts and E!'S
libraries between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m. (1t

was felt that closing down would affect few
heonle -- between fct. 1973 and Feb. 1974
an averare of 17 people entered the Arts
library and an average of 20 people entered
the EMS 1ibrary each night),

These chanpes may ke
the fall 1f the senate
anproving them.

How do you feel about these changes?

Silence means consent.

Implemented in
rets around to
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mathNEWS

welcomes your criticisms, com-

FEED ments, suggestions, etc. A1l Jetters
should_he Signed, but, if requested, a pen

-_— name will be used, Submit your feedbhack to
BACK iC 3038 and have someone there denosit it
In  the mathHEWS file. Or, drop vour

—_—— Tetters in the campus mail (a free service)

addressed to: mathilEWS, *C 3038,

mathsoc replies

mathNEWS:

I am writing 1In response to vyour

editorial in the 1last Issue of mathNEMS:
"Bungling =-- MathSoc Stvie" (June 13).

The auallty of that artlicle
I1lustrates convinclinely how hard unp
mathMEYS Is for "filler" and Is not at all

typical of the quality we have fFrown to
expect. It was prossly unfalr to the past
treasurer of mathSoc and 1 belleve =-- no, 1
demand that you publish an unqualified
apology to the nerson to whom the criticlsm
was leveled.

MathSoc's treasurers, past, present,
future, make no clalms on rerfection.
They attempt only to keep track of
expenses, see that bills gpet pald, and keep
orderly books to pass on to a complete

and

stranFer who fllls the post the following
term, Last vyear's treasurer did an
outstanding job and should be commended,

not critlicized for it, DRurline the month of
April (and final exams) new books had to be
Inttlalized for the fiscal vear starting 1

May 7L. A discrepancy of $750 Is extremely
easy to create =-- due to the multinle
accounts that we must keen track of
(Including mathNEMS), The problens
multiply when spending estimates from
varlous sources do not match those In the

books. mathNEWS, for Instance, submitted
an erroneous billinge rerort.

e both know how difficult It is to
get students to participate In anvthing on

this campus. You recently pnublished an
arpeal from me for volunteers to ald
mathSoc In orranizing math weekend,

anticalendar, and orientation. Ye received

one resnponse. (MATHSOC,cont'd on next page)




(MATHSOCG,cont'd from previous page)

Judping from the quallty of the last
Issue, you too are having problems
enlisting volunteers =-- even though vou
bribe the population wlith promlses of
nizza. Discouraring, isn't 1t?

MathNEWS should not, therefore, level
criticism on those willing enougsh to come
forward and offer thelr services, as this
can do nothing but dlscourase potential
volunteers. A little pay ralse, vhen due,
is far more effective than any form of
criticism,

1 rereat rv dermand for an uncuallified
anolosy for the editorial in the last
Issue. Failure to do so would be an admis-
sion of being an Irresponsible edlitor, An
Irresronsible editor should resign, Eilther
that, or substantiate vour <clalms of
mathSoc bungling with facts. The president
of a bunpling orranization should resion,

too. Paul Armstrone

mathSoc presldent

Author's PReply:

In the article the only comment we
made about the nast treasurer was that she
vias Inexnerienced. we did not level
criticism at any of the nast mathfoc
treasurers., Our intent was to point out
the fact that there are no rathfoc repula-
tions concerning the qualificatlions of the
mathSoc treasurer (who handles over $10,000
a vear).

" As  for mathNEWS' "erroneous billing
renort" we would very much like to see it.)

(NOTE: This article was submitted by an
irate reader)

BUNGLING (MATHNEWS STYLE?)

ould you like to be editor of
mathNEVS? A1l you have to do Is take this
simple test:

(1)Feature Articles should be

(a)Items of interest to all mathles

(b)Items of interest to some mathles

(c)the crossword puzzle

(2)mathNEVS should be

(a)the offlclal publicatlion of
undergraduate math students, exnressing
their opinion on faculty and campus-wide
Issues

(b)the officlal publication of sorme
underprad mathies, polnting out both sldes
of all lIssues of Interest to math students

(c)the editor's publicatlion of his
oplnions

(3)The editor of mathNEVWS should be

(a)responsible for the journallstic
qualltv of all articles that are rublished

(b)resronsible for getting a npaper
Issued every other week

(c)able to eat his own welght In pizza

(4)mathNEWS editorials should

(a)have a positive outlook: eive
credit where due, and offer constructive
criticlism when needed

(bhave an apathetic outlook: report
the news, but that's all

(cYhave a negsative outlook: forret
the rood things that are beline done, and
destructively critlicize everything else

1f vou answered (a) to all the above,
score 25 x 4 = 100 points. Vou should be
edlitor of mathNEWS,

1f vou answered (b) to all the abtove,
score 10 x &4 = 40 polints, You have
definite pnotentisl -- you elther are a pnast
edltor of mathMNEWS, or else vou, In time,
could becore one. ‘

If you answered (c) to all the above,
score 0N polints. You are nrohablv the

~current editor of mathNEWS,

The above test is just to underline
that vou don't have to know anythine about
journalism to be edltor .of mathlEVS, Vou
need only be interested enough to
particinate.

The sare 1Is true for any position in
every orgsanization on campus... Treasurer
of tathSoc, for Instance. So let's not
criticlze persons for unfortunate
incidences == unless [t Is due to out=-and-
out incompetence =-- hut plve them credlt
for thelir willlingness to particlnate.

mathNEWS-- is a news weekly(every other week In the summer) published at the Universlity of
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontarlo, Canada. Printed on campus at fraphlc Services, mathNEWS s

financed through mathematics soclety fees.

The views and oplnions expressed herein are the

sole responslblility of the mathNEWS staff. We welcome vour letters and submlssions and we
can be contacted at mathNEWS,M&C 3038, Our weeklv deadline Is 4:30pm, Tuesdays, wlth

production that evening in M&C 3011. Feel free to dron In.

Circulation thls Issue: 500.

Yawn.... a new day approaches... its been a tough nite... 7 papes and no way to cut
it down to 6 so....we had to create a few Items which Is verv hard to do at 2am...(we were
soing to get rid of 'this week' to pive us 6 pases but we declded that It would be a very
unhealthy move)... Some odds and ends which might Interest you....you'll find mathNEWS in
the EMS library located between Talesninner and India Yeekly....coming soon...there s a
move afoot to replace the nice’white paper In the terminal rooms with some brown stuff
(which cne source called "toilet paper")...why??...because It costs 1/7th that of the

vhite stuff.

This Issue was produced by 6 people who consumed an averape of 5,83 donuts over a
period of 8 hours...they also drank thelr fl111 of coffee over a period of 10.0L hours....
They were PETE RAYNHAM,,.our master of prose;RANDALL McDOUGAL.hmmmn; INGRID(pubblirg off and
on)SPLETTSTOESSER; PAUL LEAR(mastermine of correction);JOi'N PFERLES and DENNIS MULLIN to

the dreary end., Our next smashing Issue Is

in MC3011 on Tuesday Julv 9th. Jolin us.
*xtime sharing off at

3,452 on 06/26/74




